
 
 
Protecting our clean and green peninsula 
 
Mornington Peninsula Shire is seeking input about how it can help the community reduce its carbon 
emissions and better prepare for a changing environment. 
 

This information sheet provides an explanation of terms and an overview of the key climate change issues 
for Mornington Peninsula Shire. 
 

What is climate change?  
 
Scientific research1 shows that: 

 The climate is changing and the planet is getting warmer 
due to an increase in the amount of greenhouse gases in 
the atmosphere.  

 Human activities have been linked to this change.  

 Generating household and industrial waste that ends up in 
landfill and burning fossil fuels to generate electricity and 
power our cars and are all activities that continue to emit 
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.  

 Carbon dioxide is the most prevalent greenhouse gas 
released into the atmosphere from human activity. 

 The surface temperature of the earth has risen by 

approximately 1C2 since the pre-industrial era. If this pattern continues, the average global 

temperature could rise by up to 5.4C by 21003.  
 
What does climate change mean for me?  
 

 Warmer temperatures may impact our way of life. Over the coming 
decades, scientists are expecting surface temperatures to continue to 
rise, more frequent and intense heatwaves, sea levels to rise, changes 
in rainfall patterns, and increasingly severe weather events including 
droughts, bushfires, storms and floods. 
 

 The side effects may impact many aspects of our lives including: our 
economy, health, food and water supply; having to cope with more 
frequent and intense wildfires, floods and damage to our homes and 
towns; and the cost of living is likely to increase as a result. 
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 https://www3.epa.gov/climatechange/kids/basics/today/greenhouse-gases.html 
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What is climate adaptation? 
 

 Local communities can better prepare for the effects of climate change (such as more hot days), so 
that they can cope without having to create even more greenhouse gasses to do so. For example, 
preparing your home so it stays cooler on hot days instead of just using the air conditioner more - 
which uses more electricity and releases more carbon. The ability to absorb and reduce the impacts 
of climate change is called climate adaptation or climate resilience. 

 
What is the Shire doing? 
 

 Mornington Peninsula Shire has been preparing for the impacts of climate change and working to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions since 2001. This includes: 

o improving the energy efficiency of Shire buildings; 
o increasing the amount of green waste being recycled; 
o capturing landfill gas from the Rye landfill and turning it into electricity resulting in less 

carbon emissions each year; 
o improving fire prevention works e.g. creating better fire breaks around bushland reserves; 
o providing educational opportunities at the Shire’s Eco Living Display Centre; 
o developing a website called Climate Ready to help residents plan and prepare for the 

impacts of climate change;  
o improving flood management and drainage at priority locations; 
o improving water management in the Shire; and 
o implementing a Sustainable Transport Strategy including sustainable transport infrastructure 

for community use (e.g. electric vehicle recharging stations). 
 

 The Shire’s emissions from its own activities 
(taken in 2013/14) is shown in the diagram. 
 

 Today, the Shire is on track to achieve 
carbon neutrality by 2021. Carbon neutrality 
is achieved when net greenhouse gas 
emissions equal zero. This occurs when we 
balance the amount of carbon released with 
an equivalent amount of carbon offset. 
Carbon offset includes activities that have a 
positive effect on the environment like 
investing in renewable energy or 
reforestation projects. 
 

 The Shire plans to achieve carbon neutrality through four key activities: 
o Installing energy efficient street lighting   
o Installing solar panels on Shire buildings 
o Improving the energy efficiency of Shire buildings 
o Carbon offsetting 

 

Make a difference 
 

The Shire has committed to becoming carbon neutral by 2021 and is now preparing a plan to help the 
community reduce their carbon emissions and better adapt to the impacts of climate change. 
 

We need your help and ideas to guide this plan. 
 

Have your say: 
• Take the 5–10 min survey by midnight 21 March 2017; 
• Tell us your ideas at the chatterbox trailer popping up in your area; 
• Attend a fun, interactive workshop to help us plan for the future. 

http://www.climateready.com.au/

