
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction   

INSIDE: 

Team Update      02   

NRW                    03   

Baluk Arts           05   

Nairm Marr       
Djambana           06  

Willum  
Warrain              07 
                          
Koori Kids Bush 
Playgroup          08 
 
Deb Mellett        09 

Robert Austin   10              

Guided Walk     11 

Women’s  
Welling Group  12 
 
Activities & 
Services            13  
 
Events               20 
  
Contact             21       
   
 

 

 

 

 

Warringinee Group Welcome 
 

Welcome to the second edition of the Warringinee News. In 
this edition, we are pleased to bring readers information about 
the Warringinee Group’s activities and programs, including 
Reconciliation Week and NAIDOC Week information and 
events.  

We profile the three Aboriginal Community Controlled 
Organisations (ACCHOs) within the Mornington Peninsula 
and Frankston. Our profile features Deb Mellett, Aboriginal 
Community Health Coordinator for the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire and Robert Austin, a local Aboriginal community 
member. 

This Newsletter is intended to be a collaborative publication 
that encourages information sharing between the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire and local residents to celebrate the many 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander successes that are 
occurring in and around the Mornington Peninsula as well as 
highlighting issues affecting our community.  

If you have an article, a story, picture or information about a 
project or an event of interest we would love to hear from you. 
Please send us an email via  

 Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

We hope you enjoy the newsletter, and encourage your 
contributions to our future publications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Mornington Peninsula Shire acknowledges and pays respect to the Boon Wurrung / 
Bunurong, the traditional custodians of these lands and waters’. 

Issue No. 2 / April 2017 
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Team Update 
 
The Warringinee Group has had a few staff 
changes since the last edition came out in 
December. Adam Magennis, who formerly 
held the senior position within the 
Warringinee Group has now left the Shire 
after 9 years and we wish him well on his 
future endeavours. We would also like to 
acknowledge and thank Adam for the 
wonderful work he has achieved at the 
Shire in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander portfolio, and in particular within 
the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Management area. 

Karan Kent, former Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Access and Support Officer, 
has recently accepted the position of Senior 
Social Planner – Community Development 
and Aboriginal Culture. She will commence 
this role upon her return from leave on 
Monday 22nd May 2017. 

The Shire will be recruiting in the coming 
weeks for an Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Access and Support Officer to work 
predominately with the Balee Group.  

An additional two new staff members have 
also joined the team, Diane Aiello and 
Belinda Armstrong who will be supporting 
the Balee Group and assisting on any 
events that the Warringinee Group are 
involved with.  

The Shire’s website pages for the 
Warringinee Group were launched last 
December and it contains information on 
who we are, the support services and 
programs we offer, MPS Reconciliation 
Policy and Action Plan, our projects, Willum  

 

 

Warrain Aboriginal Association Gathering 
Place, Significant dates on the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander calendar and 
culturally appropriate information on how to 
engage with Elders and Traditional Owners.   

Also stay tuned for the launch of the 
Warringinee Group’s Facebook page in the 
next few weeks! The Facebook page will be 
another way that we can share the support 
and services available across the Shire to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait local residents, 
promotion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander local and further afield events or 
important projects of interest and good 
news stories within our community.   

 

Contact Us: 
 0429 514 267 / 0417 543 488 
 Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au  
 10A Pound Road, Hastings 3915  

http://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Community-Services/Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-Support


 
 

 
 

Reconciliation Week  
27 May – 3 June 2017 
 

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is just 
around the corner and this year we 
celebrate significant anniversaries of two 
notable events in Australia’s history, which 
provide strong symbols of our aspirations 
for reconciliation: 27 May marks the 50th 
anniversary of the 1967 Referendum and 3 
June marks the 25 years since the historic 
High Court’s judgment in the 1992 Mabo 
case.  

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is held 
annually from 27 May – 3 June and is a 
very significant week in the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander calendar.  

It celebrates the rich culture and history of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. This 
week is a time to reflect on achievements 
so far and the things which must still be 
done to achieve reconciliation. NRW was 
initiated in 1996 to provide a special focus 
for nationwide reconciliation activities and to 
build on the respectful relationships shared 
by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 
and other Australians. 

The theme for NRW 2017 is ‘Let’s take 
the next steps’. All Australians are invited 
to participate in our nation’s reconciliation 
journey. 

Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds 
and actions of us all as we move forward, 
creating a nation strengthened by respectful 
relationships between Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples and non-Indigenous 
peoples. 

 

 

Reconciliation Australia is an independent, 
not-for-profit organisation that was 
established in 2000 by the former Council 
for Aboriginal Reconciliation. We are the 
national organisation responsible for 
building and promoting reconciliation 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Australians for the wellbeing of the nation. 
More information on National Reconciliation 
Week can be found at 
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/.  

As we commemorate these significant 
milestones, we ask all Australians to be a 
part of the next big steps in our nation’s 
reconciliation journey. 

The Warringinee Group will present at the 
Mornington peninsula Shire Public Council 
meeting on Tuesday 23 May 2017 at 
Rosebud Memorial Hall at 5pm.  

This is an important night for the 
Warringinee Group to showcase what has 
been achieved in the Shire’s Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community portfolio in 
the past year and what we hope to work 
towards for the local community in the 
coming year.  A Smoking Ceremony, 
traditional Welcome to Country, a 
performance by Dardee Balagamdail 
Aboriginal Dance Group will be followed by 
guest speakers at this year’s meeting.  

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to 
attend, further details will be available on 
the Shire website shortly. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_referendum,_1967_(Aboriginals)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mabo_v_Queensland_(No_2)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mabo_v_Queensland_(No_2)
http://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Community-Services/Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-Support/Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-Calendar
http://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Community-Services/Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-Support/Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-Calendar
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/


 
 

 
 

  
   



 
 

 
 

Baluk Arts 
 

Baluk Arts is a non-profit Victorian 
Aboriginal arts organisation based in 
Mornington, Victoria and is owned by 
Aboriginal artists from Frankston, the 
Mornington Peninsula and wider south-east 
Melbourne. The art centre was established 
in 2009, and has continued to grow in 
membership ever since. Baluk artists are 
from diverse Aboriginal backgrounds from 
all over Australia and the artworks created 
reflect themes of identity in a contemporary 
cultural context.  

Baluk Arts aims to set a new direction for 
contemporary Aboriginal art in the region 
that reflects both the individuality of the 
artists and the diversity of their cultures.  So 
far this year they have been working mainly 
in kelp and ceramics, and for the next few 
months they will be working on an exciting 
new soft sculpture project exploring the 
form and stories of the Bunyip.  The Too-
Roo-Dun project (Too-Roo-Dun is the 
Boonwurrung/Bunurong word for Bunyip) is 
based around cultural sharing and object 
making and is a concept that many 
indigenous people can connect to. They are 
collaborating with other Indigenous 
organisations in the local area and the 
outcomes from the project will be exhibited 
in 2018. 

Their next exhibition lined up for this year is 
Gumbadik at the National Trust of Victoria. 
They have just completed a three year long 
photography and language project working 
onsite at Endeavour Fern Gully in Red Hill, 
in collaboration with The National Trust  

 

(Victoria). The project enabled artists to 
connect with one of the few remaining 
natural areas on the peninsula and explore 
their language by handwriting text over the 
photographs. They will be launching a 
beautiful publication documenting the 
artist’s work and experiences onsite at the 
exhibition in May.  

In addition to these external exhibitions, 
they have a gallery at 6 Bruce street 
Mornington where you can view and 
purchase diverse art from woodwork and 
ceramics, to jewellery and weaving and of 
course paintings and works on paper.   

If you are of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 
Islander heritage, live in the local area and 
would like to become involved as a member 
you can fill out our easy application form 
online at www.balukarts.org.au/membership.   

To keep up to date with Baluk Arts, you can 
follow them on Facebook, Instagram or join their 
mailing list info@balukarts.org.au.  The 
gallery and studios are located at 6 Bruce 
Street, Mornington and they would love to 
see you from 10am – 5pm Tuesday – 
Friday.   

Address: 6 Bruce Street, Mornington 3931 
Phone:  (03) 5975 5000 
Email: info@balukarts.com  
Opening hrs: Tues – Fri 10am – 5pm  
Website: http://balukarts.org.au   
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BalukArts  

http://balukarts.org.au
http://www.balukarts.org.au/membership
mailto:info@balukarts.org.au
mailto:info@balukarts.com
http://balukarts.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/BalukArts


 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Nairm Marr Djambana 
 

Nairm Marr Djambana Inc. Aboriginal 
Association Frankston was conceived in the 
late 1990s by several Elders from the local 
community, dreaming of a time and place 
where Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 
could gather in a safe environment to build 
cultural pride, understanding and 
knowledge together and then share the 
cultural wisdom with the broader community 
of the region. 

This dream began taking shape late in 
2012; with Close the Gap funding Frankston 
City Council was able to deliver buildings to 
house this dreaming place.  

Nairm marr Djambana Inc., in Boonwurrung 
language means 'Gathering by the bay', was 
officially launched to the public in November 
2016. It boasts a strong membership, active 
Volunteer Committee of Management and 
operates Tuesday –Thursday 10am-
2.00pm. It also open beyond these hours to 
deliver programs activities, services and 
community gatherings and events across 
the year as needs are identified by the 
community and within given funding 
constraints. 

 
Address: 83R Nursery Avenue, Frankston 
3199 
Phone:  0448 511 521 
Email: k.kent@bigpond.com  
Opening hrs: Tues – Thurs from 10am – 2pm 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/NairmMarrDjam
bana  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/NairmMarrDjambana
mailto:k.kent@bigpond.com
https://www.facebook.com/NairmMarrDjambana
https://www.facebook.com/NairmMarrDjambana


 
 

 
 

Willum Warrain  
 

Willum Warrain, in local Boon Wurrung 
language means ‘Hut by the sea’. It is a 
gathering place where Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders come together to 
explore their goals, ideas and identity.   

The Gathering Place was established in 
2010 and officially launched in 2014 in 
Hastings with support from Mornington 
Peninsula Shire and funding from the 
Closing the Gap program. Willum Warrain is 
a whole-of-organisation charity that relies 
on a combination of volunteers, 
philanthropic funding and government 
support to keep its doors open. 

Managed by a community-led board, its 
main strategic focus is cultural 
strengthening and it is a destination for 
reconciliation and welcomes visits from the 
broader community. 

Recently, they celebrated their 3rd 
anniversary with a community BBQ. It was 
an exciting day made special by a pair of 
“Bunjils” (wedge-tailed eagles) flying 
overhead. You will definitely feel the 
tranquillity and spirituality of this place when 
you walk around the bush trail or stop by 
the wetlands to look at waterbirds or be 
sung to by frogs. 

For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people, Willum Warrain is indeed a special 
place of hope, healing and belonging. They 
currently have a membership of 220 
Aboriginal members (including an additional 
400 family members) and 130 Associate 
members (non-Indigenous kin, friends and 
supporters).  

 

They are open on Wednesdays (Women’s 
group), Thursdays (Bush play group) and 
Fridays (Community drop-in and 
gardening), Men’s group (some Thursdays 
and Sundays) as well as running regular 
weekend community events including 
annual Reconciliation and NAIDOC Week 
celebrations which are open to everyone. 

They are very keen to share the richness of 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
diverse cultures with the broader 
community.  

They run programs, talks and sessions for 
schools, church groups, scout groups and 
community groups. Contact them to see 
how you can engage with the local 
Aboriginal community at the Gathering 
Place and learn more about the longest 
living continuous culture on earth. 

Address: 10C Pound Road, Hastings 3915 
Phone:  (03) 5979 1391 / 0403 528 034 
Email: gpc@willumwarrain.com.au   
Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/WillumWarrain  
 
  

https://www.facebook.com/WillumWarrain
mailto:gpc@willumwarrain.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/WillumWarrain


 
 

 
 

Koori Kids Bush 
playgroup: connecting 
kids to culture 
 
Heading into the cooler months the 
playgroup will be making the most of the 
weather with some Damper making over 
the fire, walks around the beautiful bush at 
Willum Warrain, learning about the local 
plants, weaving, digging, planting, watching 
the wetlands fill, listening to the frogs and 
water birds returning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come along and join the fun. For updates 
check out the Willum Warrain facebook 
page or call 0403 528 034 for further 
details. 

 
  

https://www.facebook.com/WillumWarrain/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/WillumWarrain/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf


 
 

 
 

Employee Profile:  
Deb Mellett 
 
Recently a member of our Team received 
an International Women’s day award for 
“Inspirational Aboriginal Women” from 
Women’s Health in Inner South East.  The 
award was in recognition of her work in the 
Aboriginal community, particularly with her 
work in setting up Willum Warrain 
Aboriginal Association.  
 
Deborah Mellett is a Gurindji woman, and if 
you know the song “from little things big 
things grow” then you will know all about 
the Gurindji people.  Deb thinks perhaps 
her drive and passion comes from her 
mother, Grandmother (stolen generation) 
and ancestors.   
 
Prior to joining the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire, She worked in Employment and 
Training for over 30 years. During this time 
she managed an Employment Service 
Office, was a Contract Manager for the 
Commonwealth Government and provided 
specialist advice on Aboriginal employment 
strategies and training for Aboriginal people 
and raised two amazing daughters.   
 
Deb was also a partner in an Aboriginal 
Employment and Development consultancy 
business for a number of years.  
 
In her role as an Aboriginal Community 
Health Coordinator is responsible for 
implementing the Victorian State 
Governments Aboriginal health and 
wellbeing plan (Koolin Balit) on the 
Mornington Peninsula and Frankston areas.  
She is passionate about improving the 
outcomes of Aboriginal families and has a 
particular focus on Aboriginal Childrens’ 
Early Years.   
 

 
 
 
She is also an Aboriginal Ambassador for 
BreastScreen Australia and a volunteer 
Community Liaison Officer for Breast 
Cancer Network Australia. 
 
Deb is an active member in numerous 
committees and networks, including: the 
Aboriginal Health Alliance, Koolin Balit 
Southern Metro Region Aboriginal Health 
Committee, Best Start Committees 
Frankston and Mornington Peninsula, 
Peninsula Health Aboriginal Community 
Advisory Group, Frankston Child and 
Family Committee, the Local Aboriginal 
Network and in 2016 was invited onto the 
First 1000 Days Australia Council. 
 

  



 
 

 
 

Community Profile: 
Robert Austin 
 
Hi my name is Robert Austin and I am 
working as a consultant with the 
Warringinee Group on the Begg Collection.  
 
I was born in June 1959 at Horsham/ 
Dimboola base hospital. I am a member of 
the Wotjobaluk tribe, at the age of two I was 
adopted and spent the next 13 or so years 
growing up in the small township of 
Mt.Evelyn. 
 
At age 15 I was apprenticed to the 
Melbourne Harbour Trust as a painter and 
decorator, having completed my 
apprenticeship I enlisted in the Royal 
Australia Navy, this decision brought me to 
H.M.A.S Cerberus on the Mornington 
Peninsula, where I spent over 17 years in 
the Navy and where I have remained for the 
last 30 years.  
 
I met and married my wife Lee and together 
we have been part of the Aboriginal 
community on the Mornington Peninsula. 
 
I am an artist and I like to express myself 
using many different mediums, in this way 
my presentations are not limited to just one 
genre. I paint using the name given to me 
by an elder, ’Djeranarlumn’ which means 
the white bellied sea eagle.  
 
I am also a member of Baluk Arts, an art 
organisation run by Indigenous members 
that reside on the Mornington Peninsula; I 
have been associated with the organisation 
for the past five years.  
 
My involvement with the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire over the years has been 
very extensive, with involvement in many of  
 

 

the functions and activities that have taken 
place.  
 
In 2012, I undertook a Cert III in Cultural 
Heritage Management through Latrobe 
University, this allows me to work with 
archaeologists on dig sites around the 
Peninsula and has brought me to my 
current involvement with the Shire. 
 
Reconciliation, well what can be said? I 
would much prefer to be recognised. I think 
that the Mornington Peninsula Shire is on 
the right path, the relationship that exists 
between the Aboriginal community and 
Mornington Peninsula Shire is strong and 
healthy but we still have a lot more to give 
to each other and a lot more to learn.  
 
My end thought is…we all (black and white) 
live together on this beautiful Peninsula, so 
let’s all become custodians for it and protect 
and preserve it for future generations. 

 



 
 

 
 

Guided Walk with Lionel 
Lauch: 8 April 2017 
 Article written by Sue Burne 

On April 8th Lionel Lauch, of Lionel Lauch 
Living Culture, presented a guided walk at 
the Main Creek Circuit Loop off Boneo 
Road.  The walk was hosted by the Flinders 
Community Association. 

Lionel is a Gunditjmara man, whose people 
came from the Warrnambool area but grew 
up in Main Ridge.  Lionel has spent his life 
learning about the stories and culture of the 
local Bunurong people, with whom he has 
close ties.  He now dedicates much of his 
time to passing on his knowledge to anyone 
who wants to learn. 

Although the Main Creek track itself is less 
than a kilometer long, our group of adults 
and children spent over an hour 
meandering the route. Lionel made frequent 
stops to talk about a variety of plants which 
most of us have passed by all our lives 
without paying them any heed.  

Native raspberry, wood sorrel, kangaroo 
apple and mistletoe were among the 
varieties we looked at and in some cases 
tasted.  Some of them provide a source of 
food, with high levels of health-giving 
elements which, in addition to hunted food, 
sustained the local people for many 
thousands of years.  Others have amazing 
medicinal properties, some of which are 
only now being explored by western 
medicine as having potential solutions to all 
sorts of health problems.  

 

 

 

Even bracken, which most of us consider a 
weed, has an ancient history (its rhizome is 
potentially over 5000 years old) and was 
used for food and healing of insect 
stings. Tree ferns – used for shelter and a 
source of starch. Grass trees – also a 
source of starch which could be cooked up 
into a form of potato cake. 

Lionel was a great guide and kept everyone 
fascinated with his knowledge.  He finished 
with a powerful didgeridoo led meditation, 
which was amazingly calming.  

Josh and Michael the very talented chefs 
from the Flinders Hotel joined the 
walk.  They drew inspiration from the walk 
for the menu that they creating for the 
Community Lunch in Reconciliation Week.  

The guided walk and community lunch are 
initiatives of the Flinders Community 
Association and supported by a Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Community Place Making 
Grant 2016.  Cultural activities for the 
children of the Flinders Preschool have also 
been supported through this initiative. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Events-Activities/Community-Lunch-in-Reconciliation-Week


 
 

 
 

Women’s Wellbeing 
Group 
 
The newly formed women’s group located 
at the Warringinee Office at 10A Pound 
Road, Hastings started in early April 2017.  
 
This group is open to women of all ages. 
They can come, join in the activities or just 
drop past for a chat and cuppa!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Some activities planned include sewing, 
knitting, crocheting and weaving. All abilities 
and level are very much welcomed and 
encouraged to participate.   
 
Funding for this women’s group has been 
provided by the Ngwala Willimbong Ltd and 
the venue has been supplied by the 
Warringinee Group at MPS.  
 
  



 
 

 
 

Activities and Services 
 

  



 
 

 
 

  



 
 

 
 

  
   



 
 

 
 

   



 
 

 
 

   



 
 

 
 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

Events 
 
3 July 2017: NAIDOC Flag raising 
ceremony – morning event 

Join us for the Annual NAIDOC flag raising 
ceremony to mark the beginning of 
NAIDOC week. 

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
flags will be officially raised by community 
Elders in the presence of local government 
mayors. This significant cultural ceremony 
will be enjoyed by the Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal community and is followed by a 
light lunch and refreshments.  

Time: 11:30am – 12:30pm 
Venue: Nairm Marr Djambana Gathering 
Place 
83R Nursey Ave, Frankston 
Contact: Karan Kent 

 k.kent@bigpond.com 
 0448 511 521 

 

 

3 July 2017: NAIDOC Flag raising 
ceremony – afternoon event 

Time: 4:00pm – 5:00pm 
Venue: Willum Warrain Gathering Place 
10C Pound Road, Hastings 3915 
Contact: Karsten Poll 

 gpc@willumwarrain.com.au 
 0403 528 034 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 July 2017: NAIDOC Family Fun Day 

Enjoy a family day of activities at Nairm 
Marr Djambana Aboriginal Gathering Place. 

The day will be packed with cultural 
activities, entertainment and fun 
experiences for the whole family! 

Time: 11:00am – 4:00pm 
Venue: Nairm Marr Djambana Gathering 
Place 
83R Nursey Ave, Frankston 
Contact: Karan Kent 

 k.kent@bigpond.com 
 0448 511 521 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Events-Activities/NAIDOC-2017-Flag-Raising-Ceremony-Morning-Event
http://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Events-Activities/NAIDOC-2017-Flag-Raising-Ceremony-Morning-Event
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mailto:gpc@willumwarrain.com.au
http://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Events-Activities/NAIDOC-Family-Fun-Day
mailto:k.kent@bigpond.com


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact details 
If you would like more information regarding the Warringinee Group and their Shire activities, or have 
something you would like to contribute to the next newsletter please contact us: 

 03 5950 1099 / 0429 514 267 
 Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 10A Pound Road, Hastings 3915 

The Warringinee Group, as part of the Mornington Peninsula Shire, offer support and assistance to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.   

mailto:Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au
mailto:Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au



