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Warringinee Group Welcome 
 

Welcome to the first edition of the Warringinee News.  This 
newsletter will be published three times per year (April, August and 
December) and will highlight the Warringinee Group activities, 
programs, projects, relevant local organisations/service providers 
and events of interest to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
community within the Mornington Peninsula – Frankston 
community catchment area. 

This Newsletter is intended to be a collaborative publication that 
encourages information sharing between the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire and local residents to celebrate the many Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander successes that are occurring in and around 
the Mornington Peninsula as well as highlighting issues affecting 
our community.  

In this inaugural edition of the Warringinee News we are pleased to 
bring readers information about the new Warringinee Group and 
staff members, Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Reconciliation Action 
Plan (RAP), Programs offered and Priority projects, Aboriginal 
Community Cultural Heritage Management and upcoming events. 

If you have an article, a story, picture or information about a 
project or an event of interest we would love to hear from you. 
Please send us an email via  

  Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

We hope you enjoy the newsletter, and encourage your 
contributions to our future publications. 

 

 

 

 

‘We acknowledge the Boon Wurrung / Bunurung people as the Traditional 
Owners of the Mornington Peninsula on whose land and waters council operate'. 

Issue No. 1 / December 2016 
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Home of the Wombat 
 

A new team name, Warringinee Group 
(previously known as the Aboriginal Support 
and Development Team), a local Boon Wurrung 
word meaning ‘home of the wombat’, was 
chosen to compliment the move to the Pound 
Road precinct, adjacent the Warringine 
Park/Reserve. Our new address is 10A Pound 
Road, Hastings and we are adjacent to Willum 
Warrain Aboriginal Association Gathering Place. 

The Warringinee Group is part of the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Child Youth and 
Family Care Department within the Social 
Planning and Community Development Team.   

The Warringinee Group supports cultural 
diversity across the Shire and promotes 
understanding of the issues challenging 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders and aims 
to ensure equitable access to services. 

 

Contact Us: 
 0429 514 267 / 0417 543 488 
 Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au   
 10A Pound Road, Hastings 3915 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Shire is committed to supporting local 
activities and initiatives that promote and add 
value to the Shire’s cultural and social identity. 
By actively supporting and promoting the Boon 
Wurrung /Bunurong Traditional Owner 
community and local Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community.  Our approach to 
reconciliation respects the Indigenous history 
to create a shared vision for our future journey 
together.  
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Team update  
The newly formed Warringinee Group has 
recently employed two new staff members, Erin 
Pennett and Karan Kent.  The team comprises of 
four staff members, three of whom are 
Indigenous.  

Adam Magennis, the “Big Boss” of the 
Warringinee Group and a local Boon Wurrung 
man has worked for the Shire since 2007 and is 
the resident Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Archaeologist. He conducts archaeological field 
work, preparing heritage management 
assessments, heritage management projects and 
has a large involvement in Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander projects and programs. He has 
extensive experience in heritage end 
environmental management with a trade 
background being a master bricklayer, with a 
specific heritage interest in brick making, brick 
and stone building and construction techniques, 
in particular, historical homesteads and farm 
buildings. 

Erin Pennett is the newly appointed Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Community 
Development Officer for the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire. She is a Torres Strait Islander who 
grew up in country Victoria and in 2013 made the 
sea change to the Mornington Peninsula with her 
husband and two young boys. Her previous role 
was working in higher education for an 
Indigenous Health project and she has a 
background in event management and tourism.  

Karan Kent has come on board as the Aboriginal 
Access and Support Officer in a casual capacity. 
She is a Bidjara woman (Augathella Central QLD) 
bringing with her a wealth of knowledge and 
experience. She has 25 plus years of working in 
the Community development sector in not-for- 

 

 

profits and local government positions. This was 
followed by positions held in the Aboriginal 
Health sector, firstly at the Frankston and 
Mornington Peninsula GP Network and then at 
Peninsula Health. Karen is dedicated to her 
community and has spent countless hours 
volunteering her skills and experience to Nairm 
Marr Djambana, Frankston Aboriginal Gathering 
Place. She is looking forward to reconnecting and 
building relationships alongside local community 
and agencies.    

Simon Greenwood is a Heritage Archaeologist 
within the team, assisting with field investigations 
and post-fieldwork analysis, as well providing 
internal heritage advice. Simon has extensive 
professional and academic experience in 
Indigenous archaeology, specializing in stone 
artefact technology – how they were made and 
used. In addition to teaching stone artefact 
identification and analysis, Simon has run 
numerous workshops teaching skills that mark 
our common ancestry. He holds a BA (Hons) and 
Honorary Associate at the Museum Victoria.  

 

Warringinee Group 

 L – R: Simon Greenwood, Erin Pennett, Adam Magennis, Karan Kent  



 
 

 
MPS Reconciliation Action 
Plan 
On 26 May 2008, National Sorry Day, and at the 
commencement of National Reconciliation 
Week, the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 
embraced the spirit of reconciliation with the 
local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
community and elders through celebration, 
exchange, presentation and the adoption of the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Reconciliation 
Background Paper.  

Fast forward to 23 May 2016; the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire’s Reconciliation Plan (RAP) for 
2016 – 2018 was launched and endorsed by 
Council. The council is committed to working 
together with the Boon Wurrung /Bunurong 
Traditional Owner community and the local 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community 
who live on the Mornington Peninsula.   

The Shire is committed to supporting local 
activities and initiatives that promote and add 
value to the Shire’s cultural and social identity. 
We do this by actively supporting and 
promoting the Boon Wurrung/ Bunurong 
Traditional Owner community and local 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
community.  Our approach to reconciliation 
respects the Indigenous history to create a 
shared vision for our future journey together.  

The Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) 2016 – 
2018 provides internal directive that complies 
with legislation and that maintains, preserves 
and educates about cultural heritage values of 
the Boon Wurrung / Bunurong Traditional 
Owner community. The RAP provides social  

 

 

 

directive detailing council’s commitment to 
supporting the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander community in service delivery and 
client support. Reconciliation is also about 
relationships where council works with many 
organisations, agencies and community 
organisations in the community development, 
heritage and environmental sectors. They are 
committed to continuing these important 
relationships in the spirit of reconciliation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Warringinee Group is currently in the 
process of seeking endorsement from 
Reconciliation Australia for the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire’s RAP 2016 – 2018 under an 
Innovate RAP type. 

 

 



 
 

 
Programs 
Balee Program, a local Boon Wurrung word 
meaning ‘Family’ is the new name and direction 
for the previously named Planned Activity Group 
(PAG). This represents the inclusiveness in the 
local Aboriginal community and is open to the 
whole family to attend.  

This group is held every Friday from 10:00am – 
2:00pm at the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Community Complex at 10A Pound Road, 
Hastings (location of the Warringinee Group new 
office) and is facilitated by Karan Kent, 
Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Aboriginal Access 
and Support Officer. Karan is developing an 
annual program of culturally appropriate 
activities in consultation with the group and 
partnering with Willum Warrain Aboriginal 
Association Gathering Place, Nairm Marr 
Djambana Frankston Gathering Place, Baluk Arts, 
service providers and land management 
authorities to further support the health and 
wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
residents and their families who reside in the 
Mornington Peninsula and surrounding suburbs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information please contact Karan 
Kent, Aboriginal Access and Support Officer:     

 0417 543488                                                       
Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au   

 

The Koori Kids Bush playgroup is held every 
Tuesday morning from 10:00am – 12:00pm 
(excluding school holidays) at Willum Warrain 
Aboriginal Association, 10 Pound Road, Hastings. 
Taxi vouchers are available for those without 
transport to come and enjoy the activities.   

The playgroup is specifically for 0- 5 year old 
local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children and their families.  It offers culturally 
safe activities that children and their parents and 
carers can enjoy in a beautiful outdoor setting at 
the Gathering Place.  

Carla Lauch, the new facilitator of the playgroup, 
was born and raised on the Mornington 
Peninsula. Her great Grandmother Nelly Austin is 
Gunditjmara Kirrae Wurrung from the Western 
district of Victoria and her great Grandfather 
Archibald Roach is Bundjalung from Northern 
NSW. Carla also works with her uncle Lionel 
Lauch in his business "Living Culture" based on 
the Mornington Peninsula which shares 
Indigenous Education to the broader 
community. 

Carla is very excited to be involved with the bush 
playgroup as a facilitator and hopes to share the 
knowledge she has gained from her family about 
Indigenous Culture through activity and play. 
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Willum Warrain Gathering Place has partnered 
with the Mornington Peninsula Shire to facilitate 
a smalltalk project. Families in the bush 
playgroup at Willum Warrain Gathering Place 
are helping the Parenting Research Centre find 
out how well smalltalk fits in an Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander playgroup.  

The aim of smalltalk is to share strategies and 
ideas that families can use to support their 
child’s language and early learning.  Smalltalk 
talks about how families can provide a 
stimulating environment and interact in ways 
that enhance children’s language and learning,  

 

Koori Kids Bush Playgroup 

 

 

 

 

building on what families are doing already.  It 
also shares ideas on how parents and carers can 
look after themselves and connect with 
community. Parents and carers who attend with 
their children have agreed to try these ideas at 
home and give feedback on how it’s going. 

This project is being conducted in partnership 
with Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association and 
the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council’s child 
and family services.  The playgroup and project 
are funded by the Victorian Government 
Department of Education and Training.  

  



 KOORI KIDS BUSH PLAYGROUP  

 

                       connecting kids to culture! 

BUSH PLAYGROUP 

Every Tuesday 

10.00am ‐ 12.00pm 
TAXI VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 

Morning Tea Provided ‐ For all enquiries call 0403528034 

 



 
 

 
Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Management 
The Mornington Peninsula Shire operates on 
the traditional lands of the Boon Wurrung/ 
Bunurong people, who have a unique 
relationship with the land and sea, and have 
lived here for thousands of years. 

Landscapes, Places, Sites and Objects 
demonstrating Aboriginal settlement of the 
land that can be found throughout the 
Mornington Peninsulas various landforms, in 
particular near creeks, lagoons swamps and 
coastal areas.  

These landscapes, places, sites and objects 
have cultural, educational and archaeological 
significants for the Boon Wurrung / Bunurong 
community and the broader community. The 
most common Aboriginal archaeological site 
types are stone artefacts scatters, scar trees 
and shell middens. Less common sites include 
fish traps, stone quarries and stone 
arrangements. The communities' burials places 
on the Peninsula are very significant.   

All Aboriginal heritage landscapes, places, sites 
and objects in Victoria are protected under the 
Aboriginal Heritage Amendment Act 2016.  This 
Act ensures Aboriginal cultural heritage cannot 
be damaged or interfered with, unless consent 
has been provided by the relevant Aboriginal 
community or the executive of Aboriginal 
Victoria. 

 

 

 

 

 
The team offers: 
• Advise and preparation of Cultural 

Heritage Management Plans and other 
Indigenous archaeological assessments;  

• Advise about Aboriginal Heritage 
Amended Act 2016 & Aboriginal 
Heritage Regulations 2007;  

• Boon Wurrung and Bunurong 
Traditional Owner Land Council 
consultation advice and contacts;  

• Applied Heritage Management  links; 
• Cultural Heritage Education for land 

management authorities; and 
 

There are over 1,000 registered sites of 
Aboriginal places on the Mornington Peninsula.  
Mornington Peninsula Shire’s current 
archaeological assessments are being 
conducted at Emil Madsen Reserve, Mt Eliza, 
Sorrento Foreshore Reserve and Bunguyan 
Reserve in Tyabb. 

For further information regarding Applied 
Heritage Management and Aboriginal culture 
on the Mornington Peninsula, please contact: 
Adam Magennis                                                     

 03 5950 1099                                                    
 Adam.Magennis@mornpen.vic.gov.au  
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Events  
 

8 December 2016                                      

Koori Kids and Family Christmas Party 
Time: 4:00pm – 7:00pm 
Willum Warrain Aboriginal Gathering Place     
10 Pound Road, Hastings 
For further info:                                                   
Zoe Martin                                                              

 0439 068 557 
 zmartin@ozchild.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please register all attending including the 
children’s age and gender so they don’t miss 
out on presents! Registrations can be made to 
0403 528 034 by 6 December 2016. 
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14 December 2016                                   

Introduction workshop to Stone 
Knapping: Learning about stone tool 
technology and bush craft 
Only open to Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, 
Maori and Pacific Islander men 
Time: 7:30am – 3:00pm 
Nairm Marr Djambana Gathering Place 
83R Nursery Ave, Frankston 
Big breakfast provided and BYO lunch 

Expressions of Interest to:  
 Jeremy.Nikora@frankston.vic.gov.au or  
 Grant.Lea@frankston.vic.gov.au  
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Contact details 
If you would like more information regarding the Warringinee Group and their Shire activities, or have 
something you would like to contribute to the next newsletter please contact us: 

 03 5950 1099  
 Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au  
 10A Pound Road, Hastings 3915 

The Warringinee Group, as part of the Mornington Peninsula Shire, offer Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
support, health and community heritage management. 

mailto:Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au
mailto:Warringinee@mornpen.vic.gov.au



