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Smoke Free Environment Policy  

 
Policy Statement 

 
Our services have a duty of care under occupational health and safety legislation to provide 
a safe and healthy environment for all persons who utilise our services. 
 
Promoting a safe environment means ensuring that the areas utilised by our services are 
free of smoking and satisfy legal duty of care requirements under Occupational Health and 
Safety Act. 
 
We do not permit the smoking of any substance in any area utilised for child care 
requirements nor in sight of any child in our care. 
 
Passive smoking (the inhalation of environmental tobacco smoke) increases risks to health 
(Cancer Council Australia, 2004). 
 
The smoke free environment policy is vital; children model adult behaviour (Cancer Council 
NSW, 2004). Children are prone to the harmful effects of environmental tobacco smoke 
because: 

• Their lungs and body weight are small so the dangerous substances in smoke are 
more harmful and 

• Children are not always able to move away from a smoker as adults can 
 
Education and Care Services National Regulations 

 
Chapter 4: Operational Requirements 
Part 4.2 – Children’s Health and Safety 
Division 1 – Health, Safety and Wellbeing of Children 

• Regulation 82: Tobacco, drug and alcohol-free environment 

• Regulation 83: Staff members and family day care educators not to be affected by alcohol 
or drugs 

 
National Quality Standard 

 
Quality Area 2: Children’s health and safety 
Standard 2.1: Each child’s health and physical activity is supported and promoted 
 
Strategies and Practices 

The ‘environment’ referred to in this policy is defined as including the buildings and outdoor areas 
of: 

 

• All family day care educator homes (this includes both the front and back garden, driveways 
and footpath directly in front of the home) 
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• Educators and families are not to smoke in front of or in the sight of children in care. This 
includes the educator’s family members 

 

• Educators or families are not permitted to promote cigarette smoking, cigarette products or 
to advertise the fact they smoke to children or families 

 

• Family Day Care educators are unable to smoke during hours of operating a Family Day 
Care service 

 

• Students, volunteers and visitors to the service will not be permitted to smoke on the 
premises and must adhere to the Smoke Free Environment Policy 

 

• Parents, family members or relatives of children enrolled at the service will not be permitted 
to smoke on the premises and must adhere to the Smoke Free Environment Policy 

 
Sources and further reading 

• Centre for Community Child Health (2006). Preventing passive smoking effects on children: 
Practice resource. www.rch.org.au/ccch  

• National Occupational Health & Safety Commission. (2003). Australian workplaces free from 
injury and disease: Guidance note on the elimination of environmental tobacco smoke in the 
workplace www.ascc.gov.au 

• The Australian Safety and Compensation Council. (2006). Environmental tobacco smoke. 
www.ascc.gov.au 

• The Cancer Council Australia. (2004). Position statement: Passive smoking;   

• The Cancer Council NSW. (2004). Smoke-free playgrounds: Fact sheet 5. 
https://www.cancercouncil.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/SmokeFree-
FactSheet5.pdf 

• The Cancer Council  www.cancercouncil.com.au 

• Royal Children’s Hospital www.rch.org.au 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mornington Peninsula Shire acknowledges and pays respect to the elders, families and ancestors of the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung people, who have been the 

custodians of this land for many thousands of years. We acknowledge that the land on which we meet is the place of age-old ceremonies, celebrations, 

initiation and renewal; and that the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung peoples’ living culture continues to have a unique role in the life of this region. 
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