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FACT FILE 
Sustainable Development  -  Available Toolkits 
 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
This Fact File is for people wanting to: 

• Use an in-depth checklist to see how sustainable their building design is and where it can be 
improved.  

• Find links to comprehensive sustainability toolkits and further information. 
 
WHAT IS A SUSTAINABILITY TOOLKIT? 
 
A sustainability toolkit is computer program that helps rate the sustainability of a development proposal. 
They can help identify where improvements to the building can be made to increase its sustainability. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY TOOLKITS 
 
First Rate Software that reports on the building fabrics of a house and shows how a particular design 
will use energy for heating and cooling, thereby assisting in the design of an energy efficient solution. 
Other tools that perform similar functions to this include Accurate, and BERS.  
www.nathers.gov.au  
 
Green Star Green Star is a comprehensive, environmental rating scheme that makes an evaluation on 
the environmental design and achievements of buildings. It covers a number of categories that assess 
the environmental impact that is a direct consequence of a project’s site selection, design, construction 
and maintenance. The nine categories included within the Green Star rating tool are:  
 

Management Indoor Environment Quality* Energy 
Transport Water Materials 

Land Use & Ecology Emissions Innovation 
 
*Indoor Environment Quality encompasses all aspects of the indoor setting including air quality, 
ventilation, thermal comfort, lighting, and noise.  
http://www.gbca.org.au/  
MUSIC Model for Urban Stormwater Improvement Conceptualisation is a tool that simulates urban 
stormwater systems. Assesses water quality and peak flows can be assessed against design constraints 
or requirements.  
http://www.toolkit.net.au/music  
 
SDS Sustainable Design Scorecard. The SDS is a website tool that measures the environmental impacts 
of a design. It is an Excel document that rates seven categories including energy efficiency, materials, 
transport, water, indoor environmental quality, waste, and ESD excellence. The SDS can be used to rate 
a proposed or existing commercial building, retail building, industrial building, or retail or commercial 
component of a mixed-use building.  
http://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/sds.htm  
 

http://www.nathers.gov.au/
http://www.toolkit.net.au/music
http://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/sds.htm
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STEPS Sustainable Tools for Environmental Performance Strategy. STEPS is a website tool that 
measures the environmental impacts in the design of a home. It rates five categories including mains 
(drinking water) use, building material impacts, greenhouse emissions, peak energy use and stormwater 
quality leaving the property. It also calculates the number of bicycle places required and space needed 
for waste recycling services relative to the size of the development. STEPS can be applied to the design 
of a new or existing house, town house, multi-unit development, or residential component of a mixed-use 
building.  
http://www.sustainablesteps.com.au/  
 
STORM Melbourne Water has developed the Stormwater Treatment Objective- Relative Measure 
(STORM) Calculator as a method of simplifying the analysis of stormwater treatment methods. The 
STORM Calculator is designed for the general public to easily assess Water Sensitive Urban Design 
(WSUD) measures on their property. The tool has been developed specifically for small residential, 
commercial and industrial developments to rate how well different properties treat stormwater and to 
compare them against a common measurement system.  
www.storm.melbournewater.com.au  
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
If you need further advice please see our Sustainable Development Fact File series or follow the above 
website links. 
 
To view a real example of sustainable development visit the Shire’s Eco Living Display Centre located at 
The Briars Historical Park, 450 Nepean Hwy, Mount Martha. Opening hours are: Wednesday: 1pm - 
4pm; Friday: 1pm - 4pm and the First Saturday of each month: 11am - 3pm. 
 
For town planning proposals contact the Shire’s Statutory Planning Team, you can do this without an 
appointment, by visiting the Shire’s Office at 2 Queen St, Mornington between 8:30 am and 5:00 pm 
Monday to Friday or, alternatively by telephone 03 5950 1010.  

http://www.sustainablesteps.com.au/
http://www.storm.melbournewater.com.au/
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