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FACT FILE 
Neighbourhood Character 
 

OVERVIEW 

 
This Fact File is for people wanting to: 

 Understand the concept of neighbourhood character on the Mornington Peninsula.  

 Design new residential development and subdivision. 

 

WHAT IS NEIGHBOURHOOD CHARACTER? 
 
Neighbourhood character is often described as the ‘look and feel’ of a particular area, especially a 
residential area. It is made up of contributions from both the public and private realms that add up to 
create the area’s sense of place. 

 
Other terms that are often used interchangeably with neighbourhood character include: 

 Local character 

 Urban character 

 Streetscape character 

 Local identity 

 Character 

 Landscape character 
 
Neighbourhood character is often confused with the attractiveness of an area. It is incorrect to describe 
an area as having ‘little’ or ‘no’ character. All areas have a neighbourhood character no matter the 
perceived aesthetics of that area. 

 

UNDERSTANDING AND IDENTIFYING NEIGHBOURHOOD CHARACTER 
 
Describing the features of an area and how those features interact with one another is the best way to 
understand character. Simply identifying and describing features of an area is not sufficient in identifying 
neighbourhood character. Rather, the relationship between those features, how they interact and 
physically appear on the ground is important in establishing and defining the neighbourhood character of 
an area. 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD CHARACTER IN THE MORNINGTON PENINSULA 
PLANNING SCHEME 
 
Neighbourhood character is an integral consideration for residential development and is therefore 
mentioned throughout various provisions of the Mornington Peninsula planning scheme. 
 
The main provisions are summarised over the page. 
The State Planning Policy Framework at clause 16 Housing includes an objective which encourages the 
development of well-designed medium-density housing which respects the neighbourhood character. 
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The Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS) sets out the key issues, objectives and strategies relating to 
neighbourhood character on the Peninsula at clause 21.07-2 local area character. 
 
The Residential 1 Zone, clause 32.01, sets out in its purpose to encourage development that respects 
the neighbourhood character. 
 
The Design and Development Overlay, clause 43.02, one of the key tools used in shaping development 
within the Shire requires the consideration of whether a proposal will be in keeping with the character 
and appearance of adjacent buildings, the streetscape or area. 
 
A planning permit application for a dwelling has neighbourhood character considered under ResCode, a 
state-wide residential control (clauses 54, 55 & 56). This requires the submission of a neighbourhood 
and site description and a design response describing how the proposed development or subdivision 
responds to the neighbourhood character. Clauses 54.02-1 and 55.02-1 neighbourhood character 
objective requires that design respects the existing neighbourhood character or contributes to a 
preferred neighbourhood character and to ensure that the design responds to the features of the site and 
the surrounding area. 
 
ResCode, a state-wide residential control (clauses 54, 55 & 56), requires the submission of a 
neighbourhood and site description and a design response describing how a proposal responds to the 
neighbourhood character. 
 

HANDY LINKS 
 
The Department of Transport, Planning and Local Infrastructure have developed a detailed a practice 
note in relation to Neighbourhood Character: PPN43: Understanding Neighbourhood Character, 
December 2001. A copy can be obtained by visiting: 
http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/planning/publicationsandresearch/practicenotes 
 
The Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme can be found by visiting: 
http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/planning/planningschemes - Go to Planning Schemes Online  

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
If you require further advice please contact the Shire’s Statutory Planning team.  
 
You can do this without an appointment, by visiting the Shire’s Office at: 
2 Queen St, Mornington between 8:30 am and 5:00 pm Monday to Friday or by: 
Telephone (03) 5950 1010; or  
Email statutory.planning@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
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