
Planning on the Peninsula 20140528 - Strategic Planning - Obj ID A4333427 

 
 
FACT FILE 
Learning about Planning on the Peninsula 
 
OVERVIEW 
This Fact File is for people who may not be acquainted with the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme 
or the related administrative processes of the Mornington Peninsula Shire. It is supplemented by other 
more detailed Fact Files about specific matters. 
 
BACKGROUND TO THE PLANNING SCHEME 
The Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme (MPPS) was introduced in May 1999, replacing the former 
Mornington, Hastings and Flinders Planning Schemes. The new scheme is based on the Victoria 
Planning Provisions (VPPs).  The VPPs developed by the State Government Department of Transport, 
Planning and Local Infrastructure (DTPLI) include four main elements – policies, zones, overlays and 
particular provisions.  The strategic justification for the MPPS is set out in the State Planning Policy 
Framework and the Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS). Council is required to review the Planning 
Scheme every four years. 
 
ACCESSING AND UNDERSTANDING THE PLANNING SCHEME 
Up-to-date copies of the planning scheme may be viewed at: 

• The Shire’s Rosebud, Mornington and Hastings offices. 
• Planning Schemes Online, on the DTPLI web site: 

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/schemes/morningtonpeninsula 

Planning Schemes can be difficult to read and understand so please read the five page “USER GUIDE” 
at the front of the Planning Scheme: http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/schemes/vpps/04_ug.pdf 

HOW TO FIND OUT ABOUT CHANGES TO THE PLANNING SCHEME  
The Planning Scheme is changed from time to time and these changes, called amendments, are 
approved by the State Government Minister for Planning. 
 
Anyone can request an amendment but it is the Council, not the Minister, who decides if one should be 
prepared. The amendment process usually involves authorisation by the Minister, public exhibition for 
one month, individual notice being sent to affected people, and a notice in the local newspaper. 
Amendments are put on display at Council offices and on the DTPLI web site which can be found by 
visiting http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/planning/planningschemes/changingtheplanningscheme/documentsonexhibition  
 
Before Council makes a final decision about whether to send an amendment to the Minister for approval 
it will usually seek a report from an independent panel. Submitters have an opportunity to appear before 
the panel and are advised of the meeting at which Council will consider the panel’s report on the 
amendment. 

WHAT CHANGES TO THE PLANNING SCHEME ARE LIKELY TO BE 
SUPPORTED? 
Council is only likely to support an amendment request where it can be demonstrated that the proposed 
change will either address an anomaly or will better support Council’s strategic planning objectives, as 
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expressed in the MSS.  It is not sufficient to argue that a change will produce a benefit to an individual 
landowner, or will not have any immediate impact. For example, subdividing a single lot in a rural area is 
unlikely to have an immediate impact, but if applied to all land would completely change the character of 
the Peninsula. 
 
Changes should be consistent with the principles of sustainable development. 

WHAT ZONES AND OVERLAYS APPLY? 
 
For legal reasons, information about what zones and overlays apply to land under the Planning Scheme 
cannot be provided over the phone. The best way to get this information is to view the Planning Scheme 
or apply for a Planning Certificate. 
 
The Minister for Planning is the responsible authority for delivering Mornington Peninsula Shire planning 
certificates. An application for a certificate should be lodged with LANDATA, the current planning 
certificate supplier on behalf of the Minister for Planning. 
 
The website for LANDATA can be found at http://www.landata.vic.gov.au/ or you can contact LANDATA 
by calling (+61 3) 8636 2456.  

PLANNING COMPLIANCE 
 
The use and development of land must comply with the Planning Scheme and any relevant planning 
permit. This is monitored by the Shire’s planning compliance officers. Contraventions may result in 
enforcement action including: 

• Remedial Action 
• Planning Infringement Notice 
• Magistrates’ Court prosecution 
• VCAT proceedings 

 
THE PLANNING PERMIT SYSTEM 
 
If you are applying for a planning permit, other more detailed Fact Files are available to guide you in this 
process. Applications are usually advertised by a notice given by mail and on a sign and sometimes in a 
newspaper. A submission may support or object and all submitters and the applicant may be invited to a 
Planning Application Conference chaired by a Shire planner. 
 
VCAT (Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal) may be requested to review a Council decision by an 
applicant or submitter. Depending on the complexity of the process, it may take anywhere between ten 
days (e.g. No advertising required) to many months for complex proposals. If VCAT is not involved, 10 to 
12 weeks would be a typical timeframe at present. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
Please contact the relevant Shire officer as follows:  Planning Permits:   5950 1010 

Planning Scheme:   5950 1928 
Planning Enforcement:  5950 1050 

 
The Shire’s Statutory Planning Unit and Strategic Planning Unit are based at the Shire’s Office at 2 
Queen St, Mornington. A statutory planner is available during office hours. Further advice is available on 
the Shire’s website: www.mornpen.vic.gov.au . 
 
This Fact File is not a statutory instrument; all decisions should be made with direct reference to the Mornington Peninsula Planning 
Scheme. Please note that, for legal reasons, information about zones and overlays that affect your land cannot be provided over the phone. 
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