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FACT FILE 
Building Height 

 

OVERVIEW 
 
This Fact File contains information about how to comply with building height provisions under the 
Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme. 
 

HOW DO I MEASURE BUILDING HEIGHT? 
 
Measure the vertical distance between natural ground level to the roof or parapet at any point. Do not 
include any receiving antennae, chimneys or flues. Service infrastructure including air conditioning units 
must be included in the height calculation. 
 

WHAT IS A STOREY? 
 
It is that part of a building between floor levels. If there is no floor above, it is the part between the floor 
level and ceiling. It may include an attic, basement, built over car parking area, and mezzanine. 
 

WHAT IS NATURAL GROUND LEVEL? 
 
Natural ground level is the natural level of the site before any excavation or filling (in the past or as a part 
of any proposed development) has been carried out on the site.  
 
A storey is considered to be above natural ground level when any part of it projects more than 1.2 
metres above natural ground level. 
 
 

 

HOW DO I MEASURE WALL HEIGHT? 
 
Wall height is the vertical distance between the top of the eaves at the wall line, parapet or flat roof (not 
including a chimney), whichever is the highest, and the natural ground level. 
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SHOULD LEVELS BE RELEVANT TO THE AUSTRALIAN HEIGHT DATUM? 
 
Yes. If height is not a significant issue, levels relative to an arbitrary datum may be acceptable if the 
datum is specified and can be easily referenced in the future. 
 

HOW SHOULD I SHOW BUILDING HEIGHT? 
 
Plans should include: 

 A site plan with contours at intervals of one metre or less; 

 A cross section through the tallest part of the building. The line of the cross section (the transect) 
must be marked on the site plan; 

 A perspective for each face of the building. 
 

The plans must be to scale and have specified dimensions for: 

 Natural ground level; 

 Finished ground level; 

 Floor levels; 

 Maximum wall height;  

 Maximum height of the building; 

 Setbacks from site boundaries. 
 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
Many people decide to engage a professional consultant to help them prepare a planning permit 
application. While this is not mandatory it often helps to produce a good quality application. 
 
If you need further advice or help with respect to a specific proposal please contact the Shire’s Statutory 
Planning team which is based at the Shire’s Mornington Office, 2 Queen Street Mornington.  
Telephone: (03) 5950 1010  
Email: statutory.planning@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
. 
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