
                RANELAGH ESTATE—CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 

143 

Lot B Inventory (and adjoining foreshore) 

Lot B 

Name: Lot B (Ranelagh Club) Address: Rosserdale Crescent 

System:  
Foreshore reserve (northwest) and bushland/Earimil Creek reserve. Owned by the Ranelagh Club for use by Ranelagh 
Club members, for active and passive recreation and as a social hub for club members. The site covers approximately 2 
ha, bounded by Earimil Creek to the northeast and foreshore coastal reserve (and beach) to the southeast.  

Description:  
The area includes the Ranelagh Club clubhouse, tennis courts, boat shed, and an area of natural bushland adjacent to 
Earimil Creek. The part of Lot B surrounding the recreation facilities and club house is predominantly open lawn with 
a few trees and clusters of lower growing shrubs. There are no fences to some properties and mainly solid fences to 
others with no plantings to soften the stark appearance of mown lawn abutting solid fence. Some recent native 
plantings are beginning to soften the hard-edged character, most notable at the entrance to Lot B. The mature tree 
cover of Monterey Pine, Cypress and other mixed native and introduced plantings within properties adjacent (to the 
south, Ranelagh House and neighbours on Rosserdale Cres, and north on Rendlesham Av) provide a vegetated 
backdrop to the more open landscape of the recreational landscape part of Lot B. 
Some private allotments on Rendlesham Avenue have extended into adjacent areas of Lot B (visible in recent aerial 
photographs of the study area). 

Lot B adjoins the Mount Eliza foreshore which contains significant geological and landscape features, remnant coastal 
vegetation, bathing boxes, boat sheds, and sites of indigenous cultural significance. 

Cultural features:  
The Ranelagh Club, as an entity (not physical fabric); the use of the club as a community and social hub and venue for 
passive and active recreation; the Ranelagh Club records as historic evidence of the activities and membership of the 
club; views through Lot B to the bay from Rosserdale Crescent. Parts of the foreshore contain evidence of Aboriginal 
occupation in the form of middens. The MPSC ‘Heritage Report: Bathing Boxes and Boat Sheds’ did not identify any 
bathing boxes as having individual or group significance.  

Natural features:  
The geology of Lot B is identified (Yugovic 2001) as Baxter Sandstone, identifiable by the red ochre cliff. A significant 
exposed rock feature occurs at the cliff-face below Lot A. The Earimil creek bed is basalt with a raised flood plain then 
steep scarp to a relative level elevated plateau (where the club and recreation facilities are situated). The topography and 
siting of the club provide spectacular views of the bay. Yugovic identifies biological, landscape and geomorphological 
environmental values in Lot B. Yugovic records 24 indigenous species supported by the site—7 of those being of 
regional biodiversity significance. These are Sea Box (Alyxia buxifolia) on the slopes, Wallaby-grass (Austodanthonia 
caespitosa) on sandstone outcrops, Coast Spear-grass (Austrostipa flavescens) and White Correa (Correa alba) on the 
slopes, Ruby Saltbush (Enchylaena tomentosa) and Eutaxia (Eutaxia microphylla) on the sandstone outcrop, and Tender 
Brake (Pteris tremula) on the creek bank. These species are rare within the Gippsland Plain Bioregion.146 Vegetation 
types along the Earimil Creek section of Lot B include147: 

• Gully Woodland – community confined to the creek and lower slopes, dominated by a Poa understorey with an 
overstorey of Drooping Sheoak (Allocasuarina verticillata), Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis), Sweet Burasaria 
(Bursaria spinosa) and Cherry Ballart (Exocarpus cupressiformis). Several weed species are also present. 

• Grassy Woodland – community confined to the upper slopes of the creek, dominated by a Themeda and 
Microleanea understorey with an overstorey of Black Wattle (Acacia melanoxylon), Black Sheoak (Allocasuarina 
littoralis), Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis), Sweet Bursaria (Bursaria spinosa) and Cherry Ballart (Exocarpus 
cupressiformis). Some weed species are present, and include Pittosporum, nasturtiums, agapanthus, ivy. 

• Coast Heathland Scrub – community confined to the coastal cliffs on either side of the creek mouth, comprising 
White Correa (Correa alba), Coast Heath, Drooping Sheoak (Allocasuarina verticillata), *Polygala, *Boxthorn, 
Boobialla (Myoporum sp.), Danthonia sp., and Seaberry Salt Bush (Rhagodia candolleana). 

• Brackish Wetland – confined to the small estuary at the mouth of the creek, dominated by the Common Reed 

                                                      

146 Yugovic 2001: 1 
147 Based on Yugovic (2001), Legg (2003: 9-10) and Context (2007)  
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(Phragmites australis) and Calystegia sp. 

*Introduced, weedy 

Existing access:  
Not publicly accessible except from the beach, and therefore separated from the Griffin open space system. There is no 
connection between the Earimil Creek part of Lot B and Lot C, which are blocked by adjacent allotments after No. 9 
Rendlesham Av. It is not clear from the Griffin plan whether this was the original intent of the subdivision. 

Existing maintenance:  
Maintenance is by the Ranelagh Club with attention focussed on the entrance and areas surrounding the recreation 
facilities. Some native plantings have been introduced recently commencing a softening of the stark appearance of 
mown lawn abutting solid fence. 
Little to no maintenance is undertaken on the Earimil Creek part of Lot B or on the steep inaccessible areas of the 
reserve below the Rendlesham Avenue properties. 

Residents’ concerns:  
That the environmental significance of the Earimil Creek section of the reserve be preserved by a strategic management 
plan. This plan must aim to protect the land by eradication of introduced weed species, regeneration and/or 
revegetation of site specific native flora.148  
The steep gullies and ongoing erosion of the steep sections of Lot B, and the associated difficultly of access for 
management, and therefore weed infestation.  

Issues and concerns:  
Ranelagh Club seeks to divest itself of the Earimil Creek part of Lot B. 

Residences in Rendlesham Avenue whose rear boundaries adjoin the bluff overlooking Earimil Creek have incorporated 
reserve land into their yards, similar to what had happened in some parts of Lot D where negotiations have successfully 
restored lost sections of the reserve. 
Accessibility for maintenance and complexity of maintenance of biodiversity values.  
Managing weed and erosion issues. 
Creating continuous access along the Earimil Creek line to the beach. 
Zoning—Special Use zone. 

Role/significance:  
For the evidence the reserves provide of the garden suburb principles and values, which incorporated spaces for active 
and passive recreation into the estate planning for use by the community and as part of a larger pedestrian open space 
system. The reserves have aesthetic significance as elements of the natural landscape (dramatic coastal site) that the 
Griffins’ plan responded to and incorporated and that the Griffins’ espoused as part of their conservation ethos. These 
elements have a bearing on the aesthetic qualities of the estate today and reflect the visual and spatial interplay of public 
and private spaces indicated on the original subdivision plan. 

The tract of land adjacent to Earimil Creek and parts of the foreshore have natural values, identified as having 
biological, landscape and geomorphological environmental values. Seven of 24 indigenous species are identified as 
having regional biodiversity significance. 

The foreshore contains sites of indigenous cultural significance. 

The Ranelagh Club (entity and use not physical fabric) is significant as important for demonstrating the estate’s origins 
as an American ‘country club’ model, a design concept adapted by the Griffins for Ranelagh. As well, it has social 
significance for reasons of strong community attachment for its members from long use and associations with the club 
and the estate as community and social hub and venue for passive and active recreation, the Ranelagh Club records 
which provide historic evidence of the activities and membership of the club. 

Social significance: Lot B has a clear place in the social and recreation lives of members of the Ranelagh Club. 
Originally the social and community hub of the estate, this role is now also provided to residents of the Ranelagh Estate 
by the estate’s commercial centre (the Mount Eliza Village shops). The role of the beach for recreation is evident in the 
boatsheds and bathing boxes. 

Views of the bay from the public domain (Rosserdale Cr) through Lot B have aesthetic significance as important 

                                                      

148 RAG Issues Paper, February 2007. 
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evidence of the complementary relationship of the original subdivision plan to the natural landscape, designed and 
oriented to take advantage of views. 

Management policy: 

Use: maintain use for active and passive recreation and views. 

Access: Investigate options for creating continuous beach access along Earimil Creek and linking the Earimil Creek 
part of Lot B into the other Earimil Creek lots, specifically Lot C. 

Landscape character: Retain overall character. Improve amenity for users and neighbours by softening stark edges 
between lawn and solid fences of adjoining properties.  

Vegetation: Planting could improve privacy for adjoining owners and for users of the reserve. Avoid solid fences. 
Existing solid fences should be softened/screened by vegetation. Regenerate around existing indigenous vegetation, 
remove weeds, and, where planting is needed, encourage the use of indigenous coastal vegetation. Avoid species that 
block views, including from the public domain and adjacent properties. 

Natural features: Protect coastal and creek landform from erosion. Retain natural site contours. Conserve significant 
fauna, habitat and remnant vegetation. 

Cultural features: Retain use of the club as a social and community venue. Retain views across Lot B from the public 
domain (Rosserdale Cr). 

Priorities for action: 
1. Rezone to ensure the qualities of this reserve are protected. 
2. Prepare a strategic and coordinated flora and fauna management plan for all the Earimil Creek lots, including part 
Lot B, Lots C, H, J, K, L, The Peninsula School (former golf course) in consultation with the Friends of Earimil Creek. 
3. Investigate options for ceding the Earimil Creek part of Lot B to Council or Friends of Earimil Creek. 
4. Prevent loss of reserve land resulting from use and/or acquisition by adjoining residences. 
5. Investigate options for continuous public access to the beach along the Earimil Creek lots. 
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Design plan prepared for Ranelagh Estate in 1924 by 
Walter Burley Griffin, Marion Mahony Griffin and 
surveyor Saxil Tuxen, (detail) showing Lot B (centre and 
left of image). 

Typical view of Coast Heathland Scrub on the steep 
escarpment of Lot B above Ranelagh Beach.  

  
Brackish wetland vegetation community at the mouth of 
Earimil Creek. Earimil Creek forms the north boundary 
of Lot B. 

Variety of solid and open hedge-style fencing of properties 
adjoining Lot B. 

  
Open passive recreational space with Lot B, above the 
tennis courts. Looking back towards allotments fronting 
Rosserdale Cr. and mature planning associated with 
Ranelagh House 

Views across open landscape of Lot B’s open passive and 
active recreation spaces towards the bay.  



LOT B
FORESHORE RESERVE, EARIMIL CREEK RESERVE




