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CHAPTER 3   PHYSICAL CONTEXT 

3.1 Gathering information 
The information gathered for this chapter has been compiled via a range of means: from the 
Ranelagh Advisory Group (RAG); from Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, and during 
fieldwork by the project team.  

The study area was visited on three occasions - December 2007, February 2008 and April 
2008. Fieldwork was undertaken during all three visits. Each reserve was visited two to three 
times. The initial site orientation and field surveys were conducted with members of the RAG 
on 10-11 December 2007, looking at the entire estate. Subsequent visits were made by the 
project team on 28 February 2008 and 21-22 April 2008 with the National Trust of Australia 
(Victoria), Mornington Peninsula Branch. 

Information on trees in areas of the public landscape within Ranelagh has been provided by the 
Shire arborist. 

3.2 Landscape and vegetation 
The overall landscape of Ranelagh is strongly characterised by a mature landscape of 
predominantly native and indigenous vegetation, combining natural bushland areas with native 
trees in parkland, and more structured plantings in the form of row, hedge and avenue 
plantings. In many of the Earimil Creek lots, and some other parts of the estate, the J.T. Smith 
Reserve (although modified bushland) for example, indigenous vegetation forms the dominant 
plant community. The effect of more recent planting programs in other reserves, such as Lot 
D, has been to use species indigenous to the area, resulting in combined planting schemes of 
mature exotic trees and shrubs, native and indigenous plantings with more recent indigenous 
plantings but an overall natural landscape character. 

The disposition of private allotments also contributes to the overall landscape character of the 
estate, in particular where individual houses have remained subordinate to the landscape, set 
within ample and mature gardens – as intended in the original prospectus for the estate. The 
landscape character of the reserves is described in more detail on the individual inventory forms 
in Appendix C. 

3.2.2 Remnant indigenous vegetation 
The dominant indigenous vegetation type of the mid slopes of Ranelagh (and central portion 
of the Mornington Peninsula) is consistent with dry sclerophyll open forest vegetation.   

Grassy Woodland vegetation type is confined to the upper slopes of the creek, dominated by a 
Themeda and Microleanea understorey with an over-storey of Black Wattle (Acacia 
melanoxylon), Black Sheoak (Allocasuarina littoralis), Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis), Sweet 
Bursaria (Bursaria spinosa) and Cherry Ballart (Exocarpus cupressiformis). Some weed species are 
present along the creekline and on the upper banks in spite of regeneration efforts. 

Gully Woodland vegetation type is confined to the creek and lower slopes, dominated by a Poa 
under-storey with an over-storey of Drooping Sheoak (Allocasuarina verticillata), Manna Gum 
(Eucalyptus viminalis), Sweet Burasaria (Bursaria spinosa) and Cherry Ballart (Exocarpus 
cupressiformis). Some weed species are present. 

Significant individual trees that have been identified include: 

• 212 Mount Eliza Way - Swamp Gum (Eucalyptus ovata) (Arborplan Tree number: 
P008169); Black Wattle (Acacia mearnsii) (Arborplan Tree number: P006295); Drooping 
Sheoak (Allocasuarina verticillata) (Arborplan Tree number: P008177 & P008175) 
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• 72 Canadian Bay Road - Coastal Manna Gum (Eucalyptus pryoriana) (Arborplan Tree 
number: R001323)  

• Canadian Bay Road - Forest Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis) (Arborplan Tree number: 
P001614) 

• Canadian Bay Road - Eucalypt (Eucalyptus sp.) (Arborplan Tree number: P009350) 

• 40 Rosserdale Crescent - Banksia integrifolia (Arborplan Tree number: R001711) 

• 2 Rugby Court - Eucalypt (Eucalyptus sp.) (Arborplan Tree number: R000844) 

• 80 Wimborne Avenue - Coastal Manna Gum (Eucalyptus pryoriana) (Arborplan Tree 
number: St000559) 

Any additional remnant trees identified by Council’s arborist in future should be added to this 
list. 

3.2.2   Modified bushland 
Much of the area of the reserves is modified bushland, i.e. remnant indigenous vegetation (to 
varying extent) with Australian native and introduced/exotic plantings. It is unrealistic to 
expect the neighbourhood reserves, designated pathways, water easements and the interface 
between public and private property, and the larger Earimil Creek reserves to be self 
maintaining healthy bushland, without regular appropriate monitoring and maintenance. Such 
management cannot be an intermittent activity and must be co-ordinated and followed with 
the same diligence and patience required for regular garden maintenance. 

3.2.3   Introduced vegetation in the public realm 
Various periods of introduced plantings in the public realm within Ranelagh Estate reflect the 
many layers of the estate’s history. For the purposes of this report, the planting periods have 
been grouped in three clusters reflecting different eras of ownership and management 
responsibility. Each of these eras resulted in plantings that are important for their contribution 
to the understanding of the many layers of the estate’s history. 

• Pastoral era plantings (pre-Ranelagh Estate) – limited evidence has been discovered of pre-
Ranelagh estate plantings, associated with the pastoral era, for example. Those plantings 
that do survive, mostly pine trees (Pinus Radiata) are generally in poor condition due to age 
or poor management.  

• Early Ranelagh Estate planting (including Ranelagh Club activities) – included many 
introduced species including those suitable, or thought to be suitable to coastal areas, and 
the landmark Wimbledon Avenue of alternating Monterey Cypress and Tuart trees. Some 
vegetation introduced by the club, as specified in the club’s early records from the late 
1920s, included species that were later to become weeds (Mirror Bush for example).  

• Council era plantings (also some activities by the Ranelagh Club, although this was 
progressively reduced as management of the reserves and roads was gradually transferred to 
Council or residents groups) – predominantly native trees and, increasingly, locally 
indigenous vegetation. 

3.2.4   Private gardens 
The gardens within Ranelagh reflect changing garden fashions over the years. Many of the early 
gardens were laid out on traditional lines with hedge plantings along boundaries and lawn areas 
dotted with specimen trees. Some hedges also had a practical purpose: a Mirror Bush hedge 
along the clifftop adjacent 29 Rendlesham Avenue was planted because of its fire-retardant 
properties.106 

                                                      

106 Victoria Grounds (the architect’s daughter), pers. comm. 2009 
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The garden at ‘Nithsdale’ is a particularly fine example of an inter-war garden with its hedge, 
entry gates and stone terraces. However, many early gardens also retained remnant indigenous 
vegetation and in the gardens of the post-war era can be seen the increasing trend toward 
informal gardens with a greater emphasis on the use of indigenous and native species. 

Over time some of these gardens have encroached into the public realm – i.e. adjoining 
footpaths and reserves. Field work and consultation with the community has identified that a 
number of road verges and pathways used for public access through the estate are partially or 
fully blocked by garden areas that have overspilled from adjoining private allotments. 

3.3 The subdivision pattern - Estate layout 
The details of the engagement of the Griffins and Saxil Tuxen to prepare the plan for the 
Ranelagh Estate are not known, however the layout of the Estate appears to have gone through 
several stages between its initial design and its final form as a residential subdivision. The 
earliest known plan, dated 1924, and attributed to ‘Walter Burley Griffin – Landscape 
Architect, Saxil Tuxen – Surveyor’ survives in the Nicholls collection at the National Library of 
Australia. The level of detail and finish in this plan, and its use in subsequent promotional 
material, show it to be a highly resolved design. 

The attribution of Griffin as the ‘landscape architect’ and Tuxen as ‘surveyor’ reveal the likely 
roles in the development of the plan, that it is conceptually a Griffin design with technical 
expertise provided by Tuxen. Further evidence for the secondary role of Tuxen is provided by 
comparison with his known designs and those of the Griffins. Tuxen’s Palm Beach estate, 
Somers or Park Orchards show the generic features of garden suburb planning such as 
geometric road layouts and central parks, but lack the sophistication of the Ranelagh layout 
which is clearly related to other works by the Griffins. According to Nichols, since Griffin was 
not a licensed surveyor it was necessary for him to work in association with a qualified surveyor 
in order to get survey plans lodged and approved, apparently a common arrangement at the 
time.107  

An identical plan of Ranelagh, without the designer’s monogram, appears in the estate 
Prospectus issued by the developer, Sequoia, in around 1925. In the meantime, an altered 
version of the plan was lodged as the subdivision plan in March 1924, approved by 
Mornington Shire in April 1924 and the Titles Office in 1925. Land sales commenced in early 
1925. Sales posters showed a plan essentially identical to the subdivision plan.  

In this CMP the 1924 plan by Griffin and Tuxen is referred to as ‘the design plan’ and 
the subsequent subdivision plan as ‘the subdivision plan’.  

Features of the design plan include a series of curved roads, broadly following the topography 
of Earimil Creek, and arranged symmetrically about an entrance point centred on what is now 
the ‘Village Green’. This entry point is flanked by sites for commercial buildings. Other future 
buildings – whose use is not explained – are indicated in key locations, generally terminating or 
reinforcing axes in the plan. There are a number of ‘internal’ reserves creating a rough sequence 
of open spaces throughout the estate, and a continuous reserve along Earimil Creek. A golf 
course is shown at the southern end of the estate, and a boat harbour at the northern end of 
Boundary (now Canadian Bay) Road. 

The design plan also indicates house ‘envelopes’ on a series of sites fronting Canadian Bay 
Road. In these nominal arrangements, each house occupies one lot, with a repeated pattern of 
staggered front setbacks forming the houses into groups. The house footprints are small relative 
to the site areas, and rectangular. The Griffin’s preference for small, simple detached houses is 

                                                      

107 D. Nichols, ‘Griffin and Tuxen, or Tuxen and Miller? Mistaken authorship and the 
dissemination of misinformation on interwar planned suburbs’, Fabrications, December 2008 
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evident, as is the distinctive setback arrangement creating shared landscaped areas they called 
‘courts’.108 Rear laneways are shown servicing most house lots. 

The subdivision plan was lodged after the production of the design plan and differs from it in 
several areas:  

• deletion of small areas of parkland which are mostly replaced with additional house lots;  

• deletion of most sites where Griffin had indicated buildings (and of course any indication of 
future buildings); 

• straightening of Camborne Avenue (removing the intended semi-circle effect centred on the 
Village Green);  

• removal of house lots along the Canadian Bay Road frontage of Lot F (making it no longer 
enclosed);  

• replacement of the shops on the north side of Ranelagh Drive with house lots;  

• deletion of the mid-block laneways, although some connecting lanes between streets were 
retained. 

Most of these changes appear intended to increase the yield of house lots. They reduced the 
quality of the plan in particular areas, by compromising some off-road linkages, eliminating 
locations for buildings that would have reinforced the legibility of the design, reducing the 
quality of some parks and streetscapes, blurring the distinction between commercial and 
residential uses, and eliminating the gateway effect of the estate entry. (Commercial buildings 
have subsequently developed on the northern side of Ranelagh Drive, partly restoring the 
original intention). 

The subdivision pattern, road layout, and reserve system evident today are virtually unchanged 
from the subdivision plan, and clearly legible both on the ground and in aerial photographs of 
the estate. 
Comparison of the subdivision plan with a 1957 and current aerial photographs show that the 
allotment pattern has largely been retained with the exception of a few examples of realignment 
of subdivision boundaries. Where realignment has occurred it has sometimes resulted in 
historically related elements being separated onto adjoining lots – for example, the garage 
associated with ‘Millimbimby’ at 9 Wimborne Avenue is now on a separate lot at 7 Wimborne 
Avenue. The realignment of the boundaries of the house at 62 Canadian Bay Road has resulted 
in the loss of garden elements, now contained on the lot at No.60. 
Some of the larger properties - where owners purchased two or three lots as encouraged by the 
Estate developer - remain extant. This has resulted in a strong garden and natural landscape 
character with buildings subordinate to the landscape – the garden at ‘Nithsdale’ spread across 
four allotments at 28-34 Rannoch Avenue is testament to this. This character is a strong 
feature of the estate today - though a number of recent developments (large dwellings 
constructed on a cleared lot) have had adverse impacts on this character. 
Major changes have been the sale of Lot N, now private land, and loss of distinction between 
the original Lot A and the adjoining properties - possibly associated with its subdivision and 
transfer to the titles of adjoining allotments. 
Another key change is the loss of the golf links (triangular reserve at bottom of Figure 3.1). The 
Peninsula School now occupies this site. Some mature plantings (conifers), most likely 
associated with the golf links and a modest, weatherboard building from the c.1950s remain on 
the site as evidence of its use as a golf links. The club house is no longer extant and there is no 
evidence of the fairways, which are not legible within the school grounds. 

                                                      

108 Dustin Griffin (ed.), ‘Garden roofs and Courts’ in The writings of Walter Burly Griffin, Cambridge 
University Press, Port Melbourne, Vic., 2008, p 303 
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�e only significant changes to road alignments are the curve introduced into Canadian Bay 
Road adjacent Lot F – presumably due to topographical constraints – and modifications to 
Ranelagh Drive south of J T Smith Reserve (and the circular shape of the reserve itself).  

Further consideration of the ‘intactness’ of the Ranelagh design is provided in Section 3.9. 
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Figure 3.1 1924 design plan for ‘Ranelagh’, prepared by Walter Burley Griffin with Marion Mahoney Griffin and 
Saxil Tuxen 
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Figure 3.2 Urban design analysis of the Ranelagh Estate (Mornington Peninsula Shire Council) 
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Figure 3.3 1957 aerial photograph of Ranelagh Estate (north end), with notes identifying particular features.  

Historical information provided by M. Breidahl (pers. comm.. April 2008). 
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Figure 3.4 1957 aerial photograph of Ranelagh Estate (south end), with notes identifying particular features.  

Historical information provided by M. Breidahl (pers. comm. April 2008). 
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Figure 3.5 Current aerial photograph of Ranelagh Estate (north end) 
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Figure 3.6 Current aerial photograph of Ranelagh Estate (centre) 
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Figure 3.7 Current aerial photograph of Ranelagh Estate (south end)  

Note former Golf Course (now Peninsula School) not shown. 
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3.4 The public realm as a whole 
The public realm within Ranelagh comprises a number of components, discussed below 
relative to each component: 

• Estate entrance 

• Reserves and recreational, comprising internal reserves, foreshore reserves, recreation 
reserves and the Earimil Creek reserves 

• Pathways and easements, which provide access to reserves, and link the reserves, verges, 
recreation, commercial and social venues, private property and roads together, forming a 
pedestrian friendly network of pathways and open space 

• Road reserve system, meaning the road surface, verges on either side and traffic islands 

The former golf links is not included in this section as it has been completely redeveloped and 
no longer forms part of the open space system. 

These components together provide amenity, natural beauty, and contribute to the creation of 
a continual park-like atmosphere throughout the estate, between public and private allotments.  

Each component of the public realm differs from other similar components. Differences reflect 
the interaction of various factors including aspect and topography, geology and 
geomorphology, remnant vegetation, revegetation and introduced vegetation, size, use and 
local historical factors.  

As a group, they share common influences and features, in particular their links to  

• Garden city planning ideals – and the Griffins’ particular land design principles – relating 
to the creation of self-contained communities with a range of local commercial and civic 
facilities including public parklands and playgrounds, curving landscaped streets, and 
private and public gardens merging into a park-like environment 

• The Griffins’ social ideals - for community living, the benefits of healthy living and the role 
of the natural environment in realising an ideal community, and as commercial, social and 
recreational places where communities can come together physically and socially as 
intended by the Griffins; and  

• The Griffins’ conservation ethos - of sympathetically and creatively incorporating existing 
natural and cultural features of the place into their design for Ranelagh Estate. 

3.4.1   Estate entrance  
The main entry to Ranelagh is off Mount Eliza Way at Ranelagh Drive, defined by the Village 
Green (traffic island) and framed by the commercial centre. A gateway formerly defined the 
entrance, but it is no longer extant. 

The legibility of this area as the traditional entrance to Ranelagh has been confused by the 
jumble of traffic engineering, footpath extensions and landscaping, and other accretions. This 
is perhaps where the intrusion of unsympathetic development is most apparent and dramatic. 

There are secondary entrances to the estate at the points where its road system intersects with 
Mt Eliza Way and Canadian Bay Road. 

3.4.2   The reserves and recreational spaces 
As with other estates designed by the Griffins, the size, shape and character of the reserves 
differ throughout the estate. Appendix C provides an inventory for each of the reserves, which 
includes a short description of the reserve, its use and how it fits into the large public open 
space system of Ranelagh. Each inventory includes map showing the extent and physical 
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characteristics of the reserves, noting additional features such as fence styles, vegetation, 
landform, pedestrian access. 

In summary, the reserves may be broadly characterised as follows: 

• Reserves primarily for passive recreation/informal reserves. �ese include Lots D, E, M and 
originally Lot A. 

• Reserves primarily for active recreation, but also passive recreation. �is includes Lot F 
(Howard Parker Reserve), Lot G (John H. Butler Reserve), Lot B (Ranelagh Club). 

• Natural or bushland reserves – Earimil Creek and the foreshore. �ese include Lots C, H, J, 
K and L and part of Lot B.  

Note that Rupert White Reserve, located at the corner of Mt Eliza Way and the Nepean 
Highway, was not part of the original design of the estate and has not been considered in the 
CMP.

3.4.3   Pathways and easements
�e design plan shows the internal reserves forming a roughly continuous sequence of off-road 
public spaces radiating from the commercial centre. �is arrangement is retained in the 
subdivision plan. �e extent to which this arrangement was intended to provide an off-road 
pedestrian network cannot be gleaned from the plan; however the plan of Castlecrag designed 
contemporaneously by the Griffins shows reserves used in this way, with access to foreshore 
areas by easements that link and cross internal reserves. �e Griffins also intended easements to 
be used for drainage and service provision.109 In the case of Ranelagh, since not all houses back 
onto reserves there are a variety of possible pedestrian routes, including through reserves, along 
road verges, and along laneways and easements. In addition, the design plan showed a system 
of rear laneways which were deleted from the subdivision plan. At Castlecrag similar laneways 
survive and form part of the off-road pedestrian system. 

�e design plan is quite clear in showing the pa thways and easements leading into reserves as 
part of the public open space system, giving them the same graphic indication as laneways and 
showing them connecting reserves and public roads. 

Pathways and easements within Ranelagh are unsurfaced. Some private gardens and gardening 
within public areas have obscured pathways and easements, by visually obscuring or physically 
preventing access.  

�e issues paper identified the need for consideration of the South East Water easement 
abutting the former Lot N (119 Wimbledon Avenue). �is easement is part of a pedestrian 
linkage which extends from the John Butler Reserve and the Mount Eliza shops through to the 
Jessie White Reserve. While access is possible, there is a sense of entering private property as 
there is no clear distinction between the private garden and easement. 

�e entrances to some reserves are also obscured  by overgrown plantings or the appearance of a 
private gardens, for example two entrances to Lot L off Redbourne Avenue and the Camborne 
Avenue entry to Lot D, which is now (and according to local sources has been ‘for many years’) 
blocked by fences of adjoining private property.  

Other pathways, such as along the Earimil Creek lots, are narrow and risky or impassable due 
to erosion of the creek embankments. �e steep terrain between Lots C and B means that 
access to the beach along the Earimil Creek lots is not possible.  

Figure 3.8 shows the opportunities for improved pedestrian linkages throughout Ranelagh. 

                                                     
109 ‘Griffin Reserves, Castlecrag Plan of Management’ Willoughby City Council, 1997 
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3.4.4   Road reserve system 
The roads within Ranelagh Estate are curvilinear in layout, responding to the contours of the 
land and the geometric design principles of the Griffins. They were sealed from the c.1970s 
and have formed kerbs and gutters. In accordance with garden city principles there is a 
hierarchy of roads within the estate, with Wimbledon Avenue the main and widest avenue 
through the estate; being 100 feet (33 metres) wide (including verges on either side). The other 
roads are consistently 50 feet (16.5 metres) wide, with verges of varying widths contributing to 
the distinctive character of each avenue and crescent. A third level in the road hierarchy are the 
remaining small laneways.   

The road islands and treed verges, often reasonably wide, were also a common element of 
garden suburb and city beautiful planning and were designed to serve a variety of purposes.  
This included allowing for the retention of native vegetation and providing sufficient space for 
exotic mature trees. 

Walker notes, in relation to the Griffin’s Castlecrag and Haven estates, that road islands and 
verges were ‘part of the designed common space’, providing ‘a setting or context for the 
privately owned property , and was also a garden element in its own right’.110  

The verges are predominantly planted with a combination of indigenous, native and exotic 
trees, shrubs and grasses. A number of gardens extend into the verges, in some cases preventing 
pedestrian access. There are no hard-surfaced footpaths. The most striking streetscape within 
the estate are created by the avenue of alternating Monterey Cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa) 
and Tuarts (Eucalyptus gomphocephala) along Wimbledon Avenue, and other row plantings of 
mature Tuarts in Rosserdale Crescent (extending into Rannoch Avenue) and Ranelagh Drive.  

                                                      

110 . Walker 1997: 97. 
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Figure 3.8 Map showing possible opportunities for footpath links utilising existing reserves 
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On the design plan Griffin indicates 14 traffic islands at almost all of the street intersections. 
There is no traffic island indicated at the intersection of Rutland Avenue and Wimborne 
Avenue. One of the 14 islands marks the entrance to the original golf course (current Peninsula 
School). The other is indicated in an approximately similar location as today’s Village Green. 
Other than the traffic island at the Ranelagh Drive entry to the estate, the other entries off 
Mount Eliza Way and Canadian Bay Road (shown on the original plan as Point Nepean and 
Boundary Roads respectively), are not marked with traffic islands. 

The islands shown on the original plan are a mix of triangular, lozenge and circular shapes, 
sometimes combining these shapes. The design plan indicated vegetation cover on all traffic 
islands. 

Comparison between the traffic islands indicated on the design plan and observations on the 
ground is shown in Table 3.1.  

Table 3.1 – Location of traffic islands 

Intersection Design plan Actual  

Rugby Av, Redbourne Av, 
Rutland Av and Wimbledon 
Av  

Circular traffic island with 
smaller triangular island 
extending into Wimbledon, and 
triangular and circular splitter 
islands into Redbourne, Rutland 
and Rugby 

Large triangular traffic island, 
level with Redbourne Avenue 
contour. 

Wimborne Av and Rutland 
Av 

No traffic island No traffic island 

Wimbledon Av and 
Wimborne Av 

Small pair of triangular islands Roundabout 

Roborough Av and 
Wimborne Av 

Small circular island  No traffic island 

Wimbledon Av and Ranelagh 
Dr 

Large circular island combined 
with triangular splitter islands  

Large triangular island with 
smaller triangular splitter islands 
from the three points (J.T. Smith 
Reserve) 

Ranelagh Dr and Mount Eliza 
Way 

Circular island at estate entrance Triangular island (Village Green) 

Wimborne Av and Ryde Av Circular island with three 
triangular splitter islands 

No traffic island 

Wimbledon Av and 
Camborne Av 

Small triangular island No traffic island 

Roehampton Cr and 
Camborne Av 

Small circular traffic island No traffic island 

Wimborne Av, Rutland Av 
and Rendlesham Av 

Lozenge shaped island Extended triangular verge (on 
west side) 

Rendlesham Av, Wimbledon 
Av and Ravenscourt Cr 

Lozenge shaped island Triangular island 

Roehampton Cr and 
Ravenscourt Cr 

Small circular island No traffic island. Present in 1957 
aerial, removed when roads 
sealed. 

Ravenscourt Cr and Rannoch 
Av 

Small triangular island Small triangular island, with trees 
of special note in HV listing 

Rendlesham Av and Small circular island Triangular island  
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Intersection Design plan Actual 

Rosserdale Cr 

Naming of the streets and reserves 
Unique to the Griffin’s designs are particular naming patterns. Starting with either ‘R’ or ‘W’, 
the street names at Ranelagh imply a British connection.  

�e following streets retain the name as shown on the original subdivision plan. 

• Ranelagh Drive 

• Rannoch Avenue 

• Ravenscourt Crescent 

• Redbourne Avenue 

• Rendlesham Avenue 

• Roborough Avenue 

• Roehampton Crescent 

• Rosserdale Crescent 

• Rugby Court

• Rutland Avenue 

• Wimbledon Avenue

• Wimborne Avenue 

What is now Canadian Bay Road is named Boundary Road on the original subdivision plan, 
and Mount Eliza Way is named Point Nepean Road – the earlier name reflecting the history of 
this section of road as part of the main route to Point Nepean, prior to construction of the 
Nepean Highway. 

Although delineated in the design plan, five streets/lanes are not named in it. �ey are Ryde 
Avenue, Moonya Lane, Camborne Avenue, Blue Ridge Lane and Nyora Lane. 

�e reserves are not named on the design or subdivision plans. �e alphabetical references for 
the reserves, from Lot A to Lot M (formerly Lot A to Lot N), suggests a more functional 
management imperative than being particularly typical of the Griffin’s naming patterns. 
However, the alphabetical names have persisted, with later commemorative names added to the 
J.T. Smith Reserve, the John H. Butler Reserve (Lot G), the Howard Parker Reserve (Lot F) 
and the Jessie White Reserve (Lots C, H, J, K and L). 

3.5 Views and land-water relationship 
�e contours of the natural topography and the street layout designed in response to those 
contours enabled the creation of visual connections between the estate and the bay. �e 
prospectus promoted the views to the water – from every lot, enabled by the contours. 
Development and now mature trees mean that such views (from the public domain) are 
predominantly limited to narrowly defined corridors of the main northwest-south oriented 
curving streets within the estate. �ese views, however, provide a strong sense of the 
connection between land and water.  

Vistas to the bay are possible from the following streets at the north end of the estate, from 
where the topography of the estate begins to slope down towards the bay – approximately at 
Camborne Avenue and Moonya Lane (refer to Figure 3.9):  
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• Wimborne Avenue  

• Rutland Avenue 

• The intersection of Rendlesham and Wimborne avenues  

• Across Lot B from its entrance off Rosserdale Crescent 

• Intersection of Ravenscourt Crescent and Rannoch Avenue 

• Roehampton Crescent 

• Camborne Avenue, and  

• The intersection of Camborne Avenue and Roehampton.  

Glimpses of the bay are also possible through some properties on the foreshore sides of 
Rendlesham Avenue the more elevated parts of Rosserdale Crescent, although, mostly, street 
boundary fences of the foreshore properties are too high for views of the bay from a pedestrian 
perspective. 

There are also views to the bay from the entrance as well as the elevated and clear sections of 
Lot D.  

3.6 The private realm – Houses and their setting 

3.6.1   Pattern of development 
Slow development of the Estate allowed for a range of architectural styles to be represented, 
however, as noted in the history it was the ‘romantic historic’ styles that predominated. Cuffley 
notes that those whose ‘affluence and taste’ demanded these styles ensured that Georgian 
Revival, American Colonial, Mediterranean and Tudor styles ‘maintained their command in 
fashionable areas in each State’111. 

As noted in the history the original blocks in the subdivision were small, with larger blocks on 
corners sites and purchasers were encouraged to buy two adjoining blocks to provide ample 
room for gardens and mature trees. It was expected that house designs would be modest and 
that the buildings would be subordinate to the landscape in keeping with the Griffin’s 
philosophy. 

Almost all the early houses are to be found in the northern section of the estate, generally 
within Rannoch Avenue, Ravenscourt Crescent, Rendlesham Avenue, and Rosserdale Crescent. 
While the houses are perhaps not the ‘modest’ residences the Griffins envisaged and few are in 
their preferred Modernist styles, the early housing in this part of the estate generally conforms 
to the principle of being ‘subordinate’ to the landscape. While this may be a consequence of 
the now mature gardens and the siting of the houses rather than a specific design response the 
character of the estate in the northern section closest to the bay is, for the most part, defined by 
the now mature gardens. The houses, set back on blocks, concealed by hedges and mature 
gardens are generally speaking not a dominant part of the landscape (although there are some 
exceptions).  

The character of the central and southern parts of Ranelagh, on the other hand, is quite 
different. With the exception of Wimbledon Avenue and parts of Ranelagh Drive, where the 
mature Tuart and Cypress Avenue is the dominant element, houses are generally more visible 
due to a lack of substantial trees. On the other hand, houses in this part of the estate are 
generally more ‘modest’ than the northern end and several are well screened by established 
native gardens. 

While the visual character of both the more established northern area, and the more modest 
southern end, are both in their way typically suburban (and to modern eyes unexceptional), it 
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is important to reflect that it was pioneering garden suburb estates like Ranelagh that 
established the suburban house-and-garden model now familiar in Australian suburbs. 

Figure 3.9 Views that help to define the land-water relationship intended for the original subdivision plan. 
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3. 6.2   Housing styles 
The key housing styles in the estate may be broadly defined as follows: 

Seaside vernacular 
This style includes the modest holiday house that was built at Ranelagh from its inception until 
the 1950s. It is typically a modest shack or cottage with no particular architectural style and 
built of cheap materials, often by an owner-builder or as a simple kit or project home by a 
small building firm. Few examples survive – one example is the small cottage at 28 Rosserdale 
Crescent. In the late 1950s and into the 1960s small pre-fabricated houses built by a company 
called CHI Homes to designs by Robin Boyd were popular. An example at 5 Wimbledon 
Avenue was removed in 2006. 

Interwar romantic 
As noted above, the main interwar romantic or picturesque styles included Georgian revival, 
American Colonial, Mediterranean and Tudor Revival, all of which are represented at 
Ranelagh. These are concentrated in the streets in the northern end of the estate – Rannoch, 
Ravenscourt, Rendlesham, Rosserdale and Rutland. Houses were mostly one or two storey, set 
in large gardens surrounded by mature trees. Some have cypress hedges concealing them from 
the street. The following are descriptions of some key examples 

‘Hadlow’ (c.1935) at 33-35 Rendlesham Avenue is a fine example of a Georgian revival house, 
which appears to have been architect designed. Details include the round vents in each gable, 
the entry porch and the multi-pane windows. There is a complementary garage. A notable 
garden feature is the extensive cypress hedge and swagged gates112. As noted by Cuffley, not all 
houses built in this style were large or grand and there were ‘also some delightful small houses 
designed through the same influences’113. ‘Four Winds’ at 52 Rosserdale Crescent is one such 
example of a small cottage with influences of the style. 

The Percy Meldrum-designed ‘Summerlease’ at 40 Rosserdale Crescent is described by Cuffley 
as a ‘perfect example’ of the American Colonial style and he cites a contemporary description of 
its ‘purity and simplicity of design in weatherboard’114. The roof is a simple gable, windows 
have small paned sashes and the front porch incorporates slim, fluted columns in pairs. 
Another house in this style is ‘Frost Hill’ at 2 Roehampton Crescent. 

‘Nithsdale’ (c.1934) at 28-34 Rannoch Avenue is in the Spanish/Mediterranean style. Elements 
of the style include the Marseilles tile roof cladding and circular gable vents, but the stained 
timber archway at the porch suggest ‘an Old English inspiration’.115. The house, situated on 
three lots, has a fine garden with a notable hedge. The rubble stone gates and archway 
complete the setting. 

Perhaps the best example of the Tudor Revival style is ‘Nyora’ (constructed c.1928 and not be 
confused with the early house of the same name) at 57 Rosserdale Crescent. Its former garage, 
also in Tudor revival mode, survives next door. Features typical of this style include the multi-
gabled roof form, intricate half-timbering and window bays116. The Tudor influence can also be 
seen at ‘Oak Hill’, 23 Rannoch Avenue. 

Many early houses were designed in the broadly defined ‘bungalow’ style that predominated 
between the wars. In these houses the roofs plays an important part in the composition and 
have deep eaves, sometimes extending to form porches that were supported by heavy piers of 
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stone or brick, sometimes in combination with wood. Arts and Crafts and sometimes Old 
English influences can be seen in details such as shingling, half timbered gables and leadlight 
windows . Depending on the detailing and pitch of the roof sub-categories could include 
California Bungalow, Craftsman Bungalow (characterised by its steeper roof) or Australian 
Bungalow117. Examples of the bungalow style include the house at 62 Canadian Bay Road, and 
‘Canzone Del Mar’ at 47 Rosserdale Crescent 

Modernist and modernist influenced 
This style includes both the architect-designed Modernist houses as well as those that 
demonstrate the influences of that style. Harold Desbrowe Annear is acknowledged as an 
architect who was influenced by the Modern Functionalist movement. By the end of World 
War I he was ‘designing austere, utilitarian houses in Melbourne suburbs and nearby resorts’118. 
Two houses in Ranelagh are attributed to him – the Ranelagh Guest House dormitory at 21 
Rosserdale Crescent and ‘Millimbimby at 9 Wimborne Avenue. They exhibit elements typical 
of his style including the low-pitched wide-eaved roofs and windows placed at corners or 
arranged in horizontal groups that ‘recall the work of Frank Lloyd Wright’119. 

As previously mentioned, perhaps the most important Modernist house is ‘The Ship’ by Roy 
Grounds. His designs were economical in the use of space, and featured sun porches opening 
onto the living room, and siting of the dining room within the living room. ‘Tal Tal’ by Robyn 
Boyd at 51 Rosserdale Crescent has been extended but still appears much the same from the 
street view. Elevated to obtain the sea view, it retains vertical boarded walls, horizontal window 
strips and louvered window shading panels120. 

Another Modernist house is at 4-6 Rannoch Avenue, which was designed in 1954 by Dr. 
Erwin (Ernst) Fooks. 

Other houses that illustrate the influence of modernism on domestic architecture include the 
flat-roofed cubist form c.1960s houses at 13 Rannoch Avenue and at 21 Rendlesham Avenue. 
The houses at 20 Ravenscourt Crescent and 5 Rendlesham Avenue are examples of c.1960 
project homes that exhibit modernist influences through the use of window walls and low 
pitched roofs. 

Suburban vernacular (1960s onwards) 
These houses are characteristic brick veneer or weatherboard homes that are typical of many 
Melbourne suburbs and predominate in the central and southern sections of the estate that 
were developed later. Compared to the earlier parts of the estate few have any architectural 
distinction, although some have a modest holiday-house character which complements the 
estate character. 

3.7 The private realm - Mt Eliza village commercial centre 
The Mount Eliza Village has developed within the commercial area shown on the design plan. 
Garden City planning was based on specific zoning for different activities and uses, rather than 
allowing mixed uses to evolve with no planning. Hence the plan for Ranelagh indicated a 
discrete area for small shops at the entrance to the estate, separated from the residential areas.  

Situated at the Ranelagh Drive entrance to the estate, the commercial centre has frontages to 
Mount Eliza Way, curving around into Ranelagh Drive, with a smaller strip fronting onto the 
north side of Ranelagh Drive. While the subdivision plan deleted commercial sites from the 
northern side, development has since taken place there roughly in accordance with the intent 
shown in the design plan. The shops on the north side of Ranelagh Drive back onto Lot F 
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(Howard Parker Reserve). The shops on Mount Eliza Way back onto Lot G (John Butler 
Reserve) which now includes a car parking area. 

The landscaped island now known as the Village Green is shown on the design plan as a 
circular island and was an important point for the generation of the geometry of the Griffin 
plan. (refer Figure 3.2)  

As noted in the history, development of the commercial centre began slowly, the earliest shops 
being the bluestone general store, on Ranelagh Drive, which included a newsagency, and a 
motor garage. Both of these businesses are visible in a c.1950 photograph of the entrance to the 
Ranelagh Estate. The village centre also included a relatively high number of service stations, 
five have been suggested121, reflecting Mount Eliza’s former location on what was then the main 
road from Melbourne to the Mornington Peninsula (until the Nepean Highway bypass was 
opened in 1968). None of these early commercial buildings survive today, however, a Cypress 
on the south side of Mount Eliza Way adjacent to the Safeway supermarket is believed to be 
associated with the former Dunstan’s grocery store (it appears to be visible in the c.1950 
photograph mentioned above). 

A number of the other shops fronting Mount Eliza Way and backing onto Lot G (John Butler 
Reserve) in the Mount Eliza Village were constructed in 1964 by Adrian and Janet Brooker.122 
Mostly these were single story with through access to the car park in Lot F behind, and a pair 
of double storey shops (current fruit shop and adjacent deli/café) remain today. They are 
simple post war shops with cream brick party walls and aluminium framed shop fronts and 
upper floor windows. They appear to be externally intact. 

By the 1960s, this area had developed a village character and was a popular meeting place for 
the community. The proximity to the John Butler Reserve (Lot G) and the original Lot F, 
where the community centre and Mt Eliza Tennis and Bowling Club were located, made this 
area a hub of community activities. The Infant Welfare Centre (now Mount Eliza 
Kindergarten), although altered still retains the deep gabled overhanging roof that is 
characteristic of its designer, architects Chancellor & Patrick. 

Apart from the Kindergarten, few of the buildings have any architectural merit and none are 
associated with the early development of Ranelagh prior to World War II. Nonetheless, this 
area is regarded with great affection by today’s community, not only on the estate, but in the 
wider Mount Eliza area. 

3.8 The estate’s communities and social connections 
The estate has always had, and continues to have, a strong community associated with it. This 
includes residents of the estate, the wider community of Mount Eliza who use the reserves and 
village shops, and a range of social and cultural groups from sporting groups to recreational 
users to groups supporting the natural environment such as MEAFEC. There are also 
professional and special interest groups such as the Australian Garden History Society and the 
National Trust. The prominent role of the Ranelagh Club and the Ranelagh Residents 
Association has been discussed elsewhere (see Chapter 2, sections 2.7 & 2.8). A more detailed 
discussion of the estate’s communities, and how and why they value the estate, is at Appendix 
A: Report of February community workshops. 

3.9 The surviving legacy of Garden City planning 
This chapter has described in general terms the Estate’s public and private realms, relationships 
to topography, and commercial and social organisation. 
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Section 3.3 noted the changes that have occurred as the Estate’s design evolved from the initial 
design plan, through the subdivision plan, to its current condition as an established residential 
area. 

These changes included some compromises in respect of the original Griffin design, and others 
that result from the evolution of the Estate from its origins as a country club style estate to an 
established subdivision of owner-occupied houses. 

A comparison of the Estate today against the list of Garden City planning principles in Section 
2.6 reveals a high degree of survival of features demonstrating these principles. In particular, 
the Estate retains the following: 

• A range of local facilities intended to, and which do, define it as a distinct community, 
including parklands, playgrounds, community and commercial buildings; 

• Intentionally provided and designed public open spaces; 

• Carefully arranged internal reserves; 

• A distinct separation of residential and commercial areas; 

• A functional hierarchy of roads; 

• Curved roads with generous rounded intersections; 

• Its original subdivision pattern, responding to the topography and curved roads; 

• Detached dwellings with ample yards; 

• Abundantly planted gardens that tend to blur the distinction between public and private 
realms. 

The Estate also demonstrates numerous aspects of the Griffin’s personal approach to the design 
of towns and subdivisions, including the retention of natural bushland, arrangement of roads 
and house lots to take advantage of topography and views, and the provision of community 
and commercial facilities in defined arrangements and locations. 

On this basis Ranelagh is considered to be a substantially intact example of Garden City 
suburban planning, which retains most of the features of its original design by the Griffins. 




