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Lot D Inventory 

Lot D 

Name: Lot D Address: Ravenscourt Crescent, and rear of properties 
fronting Canadian Bay Road, Rannoch Avenue, 
Roehampton Crescent, Camborne Avenue 

System:  
An internal reserve and neighbourhood park for some properties fronting Canadian Bay Road, Roehampton Crescent, 
Camborne Avenue, Ravenscourt Crescent, Rannoch Avenue. Lot D is on a naturally elevated part of the estate, 
enabling glimpses of the water through the trees and over residential properties on the lower slopes of the estate where 
the tree cover within the centre of the reserve and adjoining gardens becomes relatively open. It is mainly used by 
adjoining residents for passive recreation, and also for neighbourhood cricket at Christmas (pers. comm., RAG, 
December 2007) 

Description:  
The site is characterised by a mixture of predominantly native grass understorey with some mown lawn, with 
introduced and native vegetation planted by residents. The most recent plantings of natives have been a result of 
working bees of the adjoining owners.  
Adjoining allotments have a mixture of predominantly transparent fences with a few properties with paling fences and 
others with none. A number of fences (and gardens) formerly encroached into the reserve. This is gradually being 
remedied by the repositioning of fences along correct allotment boundaries, although some gardens and private garden 
elements remain (including composting bins). 
The entrance to the reserve off Ravenscourt Crescent has been revegetated with native and indigenous species and 
natural pathways wind through well established eucalypt and pine trees and a native grassland (including Wallaby 
Grass) understorey to a grassed open central area. Trees include Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis), Swamp Gum (E. 
ovata), Blue Gum (E. globulus), Black Sheoak (Allocasuarina litoralis) and Montery Pines (Pinus radiata) and four small 
fruit trees (Cherry Plum). Manna Gum and Black Sheoak are indigenous to the area. There are also many plants listed 
by Mornington Peninsula Shire as pest plants (Coprosma repens, Sweet Pittosporum, Cotoneaster and Agapanthus, for 
example).   

Cultural features:  
There are a number of old Eucalypts in the reserve, of unknown age but which are not native to the area, including 
Blue Gum (E. globulus). Two Cherry Plum and a lemon tree grow in the central area of the reserve, surviving as 
remnants of an earlier use of the reserve and planting styles. Other cultural features include simple timber seats and a 
swing tethered to a tree. 

Existing access:  
A fairly wide opening to Ravenscourt Avenue provides access into the reserve. The subdivision plan of 1924 also shows 
a narrow access way at the opposing end of the reserve, to Camborne Avenue, between 7 Camborne Ave and 86 
Canadian Bay Road. This is not the case on the ground where private property restricts access between the reserve and 
Camborne Av (south end of Lot D). It has been suggested that access to Camborne Av is blocked by a boundary fence 
at 86 Canadian Bay Road—dating from the c.1930s (pers. comm., RAG, December 2007). On-the-ground survey 
suggests access is restricted from the side boundary fence of 33 Camborne Av and/or 80 Canadian Bay Road. Access to 
Lot D for owners is possible through private gateways in rear fences of adjoining properties. 

Existing maintenance:  
In 1998, the ownership of Lot D was transferred to a consortium of residents who surround the area (Lot D 
Preservation Group), with an easement put over the title to prevent development on the reserve. Many residents 
maintain the area near their own land and occasional working bees tackle major tasks or cleanups. It is generally well 
maintained by surrounding residents and exhibits and illustrates the different approaches in style and choice of 
vegetation maintenance. Some residents prefer all native plantings while others prefer introduced. 
An informal planting plan was prepared in July 2001, defining plantings zones for large trees, recommending particular 
placement, species and spacing for large trees (Manna and Swamp Gum, Casuarina at 5m spacing), Small trees and 
shrubs (i.e. Leptospernum/Coast Tea-tree) at 2-3m spacing, with sedges and grasses as ‘fillers’, access and vista corridor, 
and open space. 

Residents’ concerns: 
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Lot D 

Issues and concerns: 
Dumping of garden waste in reserves. 
Encroachment of gardens into reserves. 
Weeds. 
No access from Lot D to Camborne Avenue. 
Zoning—Special Use zone  

Role/significance:  
For the evidence the reserves provide of the garden suburb principles and values, which incorporated venues for active 
and passive recreation, gathering and social interaction into the estate planning for use by the community and as part of 
a larger pedestrian open space system. The reserves have aesthetic significance as elements of the natural landscape that 
the Griffins’ plan responded to and incorporated and that the Griffins’ espoused as part of their conservation ethos. 
These elements have a bearing on the aesthetic qualities of the estate today and reflect the visual and spatial interplay of 
public and private spaces indicated on the original subdivision plan. 

Management policy: 

Use: Conserve and maintain use for passive recreation and views.  

Access: Improve amenity for pedestrians walking through the reserve. 

Landscape character: Retain and enhance overall character of native and indigenous large and medium to small trees 
in native grassland. Improve amenity for adjoining owners and users. 

Vegetation: Planting could improve privacy for adjoining owners and define pathways through the reserve. Retain the 
open space in the centre of the reserve. Avoid solid fences. Avoid species that block existing views or enclose the 
understorey to the extent that access through the reserve is made increasingly difficult or prevented. Regenerate around 
existing indigenous vegetation and where planting is needed, encourage indigenous vegetation consistent with dry 
schlerophyll open forest vegetation type of the mid slopes of the Ranelagh Estate (and central portion of the 
Mornington Peninsula). Remove weeds and introduced species identified as pest plants by MPSC. 

Natural features: Retain natural site contours. 

Cultural features: Retain views across the reserve and beyond from the more elevated and open central parts of the 
reserve. Maintain fruit trees as evidence of an early use of the reserve by residents. Maintain mature pine trees and fruit 
trees as evidence of early planting styles and preferences within the Ranelagh Estate. Prune or remove trees/limbs when 
dangerous or dying and replace species like with like to retain a sense of the layers of history. Retain simple timber 
seats, swing and play equipment for use by the community.  

Priorities for action: 
1. Rezone to ensure the qualities of this reserve are protected. 
2. Remove and replace dead and fallen trees/branches. 
3. Remove garden encroachments and other garden accoutrements, e.g. bins, compost bins, hardware, etc.. 
4. Remove plants identified as pest plants by MPSC. 
5. Creation of a cohesive design for the reserve in consultation with owners and that is consistent with the identified 
significance of the Ranelagh Estate. 
6. Investigate options for reinstating access to south end of Lot D to adjoining street (Camborne Av).  
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Design plan prepared for Ranelagh Estate in 1924 by 
Walter Burley Griffin, Marion Mahony Griffin and 
surveyor Saxil Tuxen, (detail) showing Lot D. 

Vista from the entrance to Lot D, from Ravenscourt Cr. 

  

Predominant landscape character is native trees 
(indigenous and introduced) in parkland, combining 
taller trees with smaller Coast Tea-tree. However, there 
are also a number of introduced trees including pines 
(Pinus radiata), and fruit trees. 

Lot D, looking north beneath canopy of mature pines. 
Paths are defined by vegetation, including Coast Tea-tree 
and acacia mid-storey and mixed native and introduced 
grass understorey. 

  

Private gateway into Lot D and cast iron gates to Brecon, 
Canadian Bay Road, by Caslake of Melbourne.  

South end of Lot D Landscape character is distinguished 
by lawn and exotic ornamental and fruit trees. 
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