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Background
Following a fire that destroyed the Somerville Recreation & Community Centre in May 
2016, Mornington Peninsula Shire Council moved to work with local residents and 
user groups to re-establish a community and recreation centre on the site.

Recent acts of vandalism and subsequent fires at the site have been disappointing.

Shire officers continue to work closely with community groups, government agencies, 
insurers and other interested parties to ensure the best possible outcome for 
Somerville residents. 

Progress Update
This process has led to several initiatives in the past few months including:  
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Establishment of alternative premises for critical community 
services to neighbouring locations including the Youth Space at 
Fruitgrowers Reserve Pavilion; Somerville Maternal & Child Health  

 clients offered arrangements at Hastings Community Health Centre;  
 and a new fitness centre established at 1/13 Eramosa Road.

All sport and recreation user groups were accommodated at 
alternative sites for the short to medium term.

Tenders for the roof replacement were taken with a successful 
tenderer announced and replacement roof on the remaining 
structure recently completed.

Shire appointed construction consultants (Currie & Brown) who are 
reviewing the cost plan for the redevelopment option, preparing a 
brief to engage external project management support and   

 preparing delivery options for consideration.

Specific to the Rebuild option, Shire officers continue to work with 
insurers to replace the Centre on a ‘like for like’ base case. 
However, design options are being considered to future  

 proof the facility.

Alterations include rotation of the courts to enable future expansion, 
an alternative main entry point and more flexible community spaces.

Officers also continue to seek additional funding options, primarily 
through government grant programs to assist in the  
redevelopment plans. 


