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POLICE POINT SHIRE PARK 
INFORMATION BULLETIN No. 2 

AUGUST 2015  
 

 
 

 

Welcome to our second Police Point Shire Park 
Information Bulletin.  The purpose of the Bulletin 
is to ensure that consistent information about 
activity on the site is available to all interested 
parties. 

The development and use of the Park continues 
to evolve with the participation of numerous 
stakeholders from across the community, 
Councillors and Shire officers.   

The major project components are: 

• Open Space and Capital Infrastructure  
• The Arts and Culture Precinct 
• The Respite Accommodation Precinct. 

Since our first Bulletin in June: 

• Approvals have been granted and contracts 
awarded for site works including the Calling 
Ground, car park and pathways, with works 
to commence in late August. 

• Carers have experienced the peace and 
beauty of the Park and the comfort of the 
Respite Cottages; and  

• Positive feedback has been received from  
the artists who have been engaged in the 
Artist in Residence program at the 
Caretaker’s Cottage. 
 
 

 

 Gidja Walker, Artist in Residence 

Our thanks go again to the many groups and 
individuals who have contributed, and we look 
forward to your ongoing participation. 

For enquiries regarding particular components of 
the Park, contact the respective officers listed in 
the following pages. 

 

1. Progress continues at the Park 
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2. Capital Works Implementation 

 

Purpose 

To inform you on delivery progress with 
development works at Police Point Shire Park 
for the 2015/16 financial year. 
 
Works Approvals 

Our Cultural Heritage Management Plan and 
application for a works permit on a heritage 
place has been approved. 
• The Department of Environment, Land, 

Water and Planning (DELWP) issued a 
work permit under the Heritage Act 1995 
on 24 July 2015; and 

• The Department of Aboriginal Affairs 
Victoria approved our Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan for Police Point Shire 
Park on 17 June 2015. 

 
The obtaining of these two Victorian State 
Government department approvals is a 
significant milestone in the project delivery 
and enables open space works to commence. 
Both these permits include a number of 
conditions which must be complied with.  

Scope of Open Space Works 

The scope of works is generally described in 
the Police Point Shire Park Heritage Impact 
Statement dated May 2015. This is an 
important reference document in 
understanding the proposed development 
works. It forms the basis of specifying various 
works packages for on-ground construction 
activities. 

2015/16 Works Program 

The works program includes the following 
elements: 
• Improvements to the entrance area and 

visitor car park; 

• Installation of interpretive elements and 
picnic/natural play area; 

• Reinstatement of the ‘calling ground’ 
fencing and quarantine flag post;  

• Moonah walk, vegetation management 
and cottage garden planting; 

• Preparation of design plans and 
specifications for refurbishment of the 
Superintendent’s Cottage; and 

• Urgent protection works of the 
Superintendent’s Cottage. 

 

2015/16 Project Delivery 

Works have been documented in a number of 
work packages and quotations received. 

The following work packages have now been 
awarded to contractors: 

Work Package #1  
• Visitor car park construction (brown 

granitic crushed rock) ($15k) 
 
Work Package #2 
• Moonah walk ($38k) 
 
Work Package #3  
• Rough sawn timber fencing ($20k) 
 
Work Package #4 
• Pathways, garden beds, fencing and 

visitor information shelter ($97k) 
 
Works Package #6 
• Respite cottages planting ($5k) 
 

The total value of works now committed is 
$175k.  
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Note: It is anticipated the visitor car park 
works will commence on Monday 17 August 
2015. The car park will be off-limits for one 
week while construction works are 
undertaken. Alternative parking is available at 
the former Parks Victoria Visitor Centre on 
Defence Road. 
 

The Shire has been and will continue to work 
closely with Mr John Dyke, Senior Heritage 
Consultant, from Context on the development 
works. 

 

Documentation Development 

Project documentation is being developed for 
the following works: 

Works Package #5 

• Signs, furniture and a series of historic 
‘calling ground’ interpretative panels 
($100k) 

• Park entry signage ($5k) 
 

Architectural Services for Superintendent’s 
Cottage (No. 6) 

 

Project Enquiries 

If you require any additional information 
relating to this project, please contact:  

David Hampton 
Team Leader – Building and Open Space 
Project Delivery 
Telephone 03 5950 1296 

Email: david.hampton@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

 

 

Image – Interpretive panel of police horse 

 

 

 

 

Image – Calling Ground 

 

 

 

mailto:david.hampton@mornpen.vic.gov.au


4 
 

3. Arts and Culture Precinct 

 

Artist in Residence Program (AiR) 

The AiR program at the Gatekeeper’s Cottage 
provides artists and cultural practitioners with 
a dedicated facility to be fully immersed in 
their practice.  Recent artists include: 

Michael Hausser  

The French artist spent a week at the cottage 
while contributing two significant murals to 
the Rye Community Arts Project, including the 
Fisherman on the Napier St wall at Rye.   

 

Michael said he trusts the community will be 
very happy with The Fisherman and that it … 
symbolises that part in all of us that is looking 
to hook or catch something in our lives. I am 
very grateful to the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire for this incredible opportunity; it is 
wonderful to see a Council so supportive of 
artists and the development of the arts locally.  
I hope I can return again in the future. 

 

Michael’s second mural (above) was on a 
toilet block at the Lime Kilns in Rye. 

 

Gidja Walker 

Gidja is a local artist who produced several 
striking pieces while at the cottage.   
 
I have spent many years wandering over so 
much of this land at the point and have 
been lucky through my ecological work to 
be able to see places most people don’t get  
the opportunity to see.  

 
The place is familiar, … but by being able to 
stay there night and day for an extended 
time I was able to immerse myself more 
fully in the energy of the place. 
 

 
 
The place connected to bay & ocean, land & 
sea feels quite remote and removed from 
the world.  A perfect place to paint without 
distraction. … The Gatekeeper’s Cottage is 
the gateway to many special places”. 
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John Middleton 

Local sculptor John has established a base in 
the cottage sheds on the precinct and during 
his three months residency will develop 
concepts and marquets (small models) for 
future sculptural works on the site.  John is 
also supporting the development of a major 
installation on the green in front of the 
Caretaker’s Cottage. 
 

Public Programs and Events in September 
 

• The Trees are Falling Into the Sea and 
Other Stories   
o Opening September 19 @2pm.   
o An exhibition of works generated by 

an arts residency at the Gatekeepers 
Cottage. 
 

• Ceramics workshop for children with 
Studio 13 Artists. 
o 30th September 

 
• Raku Workshop with Studio 13 Ceramics.   

o October 3 & 4.   
o A workshop for all the community 

running over two days.  
 

Artist’s Garden at the Cottage 

The garden at the Caretaker’s Cottage has 
progressed with 15 Veggie boxes being 
installed.   

 

 

Community members will contribute 
seedlings to the garden and have a watering 
roster for when artists are not in residence. 
The Arts working group look forward to seeing 
the boxes filled with edible treats as part of 
the Artist in Residency program.  

The amenity for artists has also been 
improved by the installation of window insect 
screens and new front and rear screen doors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Enquiries: 

For information, contact Jo Ridgeway, 
Southern Peninsula Arts Officer on:  

Telephone: 0488 337 253 or  
Email: jo.ridgeway@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

 

mailto:jo.ridgeway@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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4. Respite Accommodation Project
 

The Respite Precinct and Project 
 
The pilot has commenced utilising cottages 2 
and 3, with cottage 4 coming on line during 
August.  A critical task for the project partners 
is to translate the high degree of interest into 
firm bookings.  In the short term, this entails 
increasing the number of referring agencies.  
 

 
 
Since the last Bulletin  
 
The restoration of the heritage shed and 
laundry by the Woodworkers of the Southern 
Peninsula has been completed and is 
providing valuable storage space and a base 
for the cleaner.  Our gratitude goes to the 
Woodworkers for their fantastic and often 
difficult work, and the Rotarians, particularly 
Ron Scheele, for their painting and finishing 
work.  
 
The grounds are about to undergo a major 
make-over. Heritage Victoria provided an 
exemption for the precinct landscaping and 
additional weed removal has been done.  The 
final design has been agreed to and the 
contract awarded.  There will be a mix of  
indigenous plants, fruit trees, cottage style 
plants and flower picking beds, so we may 
need to put a call out for fruit bowls and 
vases.    

The work will commence in August and it will 
be imperative that sufficient volunteers are 
available to assist with watering to ensure the 
new planting survives the first summer. 
 
A Karingal Konnections work-ready 
horticultural program has also installed a 
kitchen garden complete with trickle 
irrigation. 
 
A donation of armchairs, a beautiful dining 
table and numerous artworks by neighbours 
Peter and Annie McNamara has enabled us to 
finish the refurnishing for now, and we thank 
them for their generosity and ongoing 
support.   
 

 
 
Numerous other sundry tasks have been 
completed, from replacing television aerials 
and insect screens, to removal  of trip points 
around the grounds as part of risk 
management. 
 
Finally, evaluation of the pilot is critical, and 
consideration of the evaluation design and 
process has commenced.   
 
Project Enquires 
Ken Dyson, Project Officer 
Telephone:  0459 245 205 
Email:  ken.dyson@mornpen.vic.gov 

 

mailto:ken.dyson@mornpen.vic.gov
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