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ARTIST BEA EDWARDS 

 
In the spirit of Reconciliation, this Background Paper provides 

information on Reconciliation activities supported or facilitated by the 

Mornington Peninsula Shire, in partnership with local Aboriginal 

communities. The intention of this Background Paper is to form the first 

stage of a Mornington Peninsula Shire Reconciliation Policy and Action 

Plan. Thereby, enshrining the Shire’s commitment to the future of 

Reconciliation policy and practice, and providing leadership to the 

broader community. The MPSC Reconciliation Background Paper 

establishes an introductory framework for future Council and 

community consultation to advance Reconciliation. 
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This publication has been compiled by Jenny Macaffer (Social Planning 

& Community Development), & Glenys Watts (Aboriginal Support & 

Development Team) of the Mornington Peninsula Shire, as a work in 

progress, and in consultation with Traditional Owners, elders, council 

staff and others.  This Paper can be found in electronic format on the 

Shire’s website: www.mornpen.vic.gov.au.  

Comments are welcome to the contact below. 

 

For more information: 

The Indigenous Policy and Development Officer  

Mornington Peninsula Shire 

1300 850 600 or  

Email:  wattg@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

 
Produced May 2008 

Please appropriately reference information from this Paper. 
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“Mornington Peninsula is home to the Traditional Owners, 
the Boon wurrung1 people, who have a unique relationship 
with the land and sea, and who have lived here for 
thousands of years. 
 
Reconciliation is about recognition and  healing with 
Australia's Indigenous people and  bridging cultures 
to create a just society.  
. 
 
Together, we are Australian.” 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Agreed spelling by Traditional Owners, however other variations have also been used 
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1. WHO ARE THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS?  

 

 

The Boon wurrung People and Land2 

  

The Boon wurrung 3  people are the traditional owners of 

the land which encompasses the Mornington Peninsula . 

The extent of Boon wurrung land varies between maps 

constructed by non-indigenous historians. The Country of 

the Boon wurrung people seems to have covered the 

costal area around the Bay. Their country was described 

by Howitt in 1840 as,  

 

“a strip of country from the mouth of the Werribee River, and 

including what is now Williamstown and the southern suburbs of 

Melbourne, belonged to the Bunurong, a coast tribe, which occupied 

the coast line from here round to Hobson’s Bay to Mordialloc, the 

whole of the Mornington Peninsula and the coast from Westernport 

Bay to Anderson’s Inlet.” 

 

It is estimated that the Boon wurrung lived in the area from as far back as 

40,000 years ago. The ancestors of the Boon wurrung people were among 

the Victorian coastal groups. They were linked with Tasmania but were 

disconnected by the rising seas that turned once-fertile plains into Port Phillip 

and Westernport Bays, including the Mornington Peninsula. Some of 

Tasmania's Palawa (Indigenous) peoples have Boon wurrung ancestry.  

 
 
                                                 
2 The Boon wurrung history documented here is a work in progress and has been developed from a range of sources including 
the Yarra Healing website, Catholic Education Office & ICACC website, Inter Council Aboriginal Consultative Committee, 
Thomas ML1, 21 May 1840, Clarke and Traditional Owners. This section will be further refined as consultation occurs for the 
MPSC Reconciliation Policy and Action Plan 
  
3 There are over 60 variations to the spelling of Boon wurrung identified by  Clarke3. For the purposes of this report, the spelling 
adopted is Boon wurrung rather than Bunurong this is consistent with recommendations By Clark (1996) and Blake (1991) as it 
uses the “oo” rather than the “u” so as to stop mispronouncing the name. 
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The Kulin Nation shared the 

moieties of Bunjil (who 

travelled as an Eagle) and 

Waarn (who travelled as a 

 

 

 

The Kulin Nation 

The area now known as the Mornington Peninsula was the country of the 

Boon wurrung Balluk clan. A Clan was an extended family group that had its 

own “community” authority, and was part of the larger language group which 

was in turn part of a larger confederation or nation. 

 

Therefore the Boon wurrung Balluk were an extended family group of the 

Boon wurrung language group, who were in turn, part of the larger 

confederation or nation of the Kulin. Translated, Kulin means “the people”.  

 

The eastern tribes within the Kulin Nation included the Woi Wurrung, Daung 

Wurrung and the Wutha Wurrung. The Wurendjeri Baluk and the Wurendjeri 

Willam, two clans of the Woi Wurrung , were close neighbours of the Boon 

wurrung, and shared over 90% common vocabulary. 

 

The Boon wurrung consisted of six clans; they were known as the Yallukit 

Willam, Ngaruk Willam, Mayune Baluk, Boon wurrung Baluk, Yownegerra and 

the Yallock Balluk. As people married, the men accepted the responsibility of 

assisting the tribe of the women they married as part of the custom of 

reciprocity. It was an intermarrying confederacy that developed extensive 

trade routes throughout the region. 

 

Members of Aboriginal clans rarely numbered 

more that thirty during their day-to-day 

activities, only forming large groups for 

particular social functions or to exploit 

abundant seasonal food resources.  

 

Family kinship is still a vital part of the social 

structure of many indigenous communities and one 

of the major reasons why indigenous culture has 

survived the European occupation of Australia.  
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The Landscape of the Boon wurrung 
The country around what is today known as the Mornington Peninsula was 

very different two hundred years ago. For the Boon wurrung, the landscape of 

their country included swamps, lagoons, rivers, open grassy country and 

thinly timbered country. 

 

Early Europeans recorded some of the landscapes around the Port Phillip Bay 

as early as 1802 when Acting Lieutenant Charles Robbins entered Port Phillip 

Bay under the instructions of Governor King. 

 

The wildlife abounded in this area. Tuckey a first Lieutenant of the Calcutta 

which was part of the early attempted settlement at Sorrento described the 

fauna in the area: 

 

“The kangaroo inhabits the neighbourhood of Port Phillip in 

considerable numbers, weighing 50 to 150 lbs; the native dog, the 

opossum, flying squirrel, and field rat make up the catalogue of 

animals we observed. Aquatic birds are found in abundance on 

the lagoons, and are black swans, ducks, teal, black and pied 

shags, pelicans, gulls, red-bill (a beach bird), herons, curlows and 

sand larks; the land birds are eagles, crows, ravens, quail, bronze 

winged pigeons, and many beautiful varieties of the parrot tribe, 

particularly the black cockatoo; the emus is also a native of this 

part of the country. “ 

 

Point Nepean was an important part of the journey cycles for all the Boon 

wurrung as the area was rich in natural resources.  

 

The Mornington Peninsula and surrounding region contains a variety of 

productive ecological zones such as riverine, mountainous, lacustrine and 

terrestrial that supported both hunter-gathering and the permaculture of the 

Boon wurrung. Access to supplies of fresh water and sheltered positions 

played a major factor in settlement patterns. This was provided by creeks 

(yaluk), swamps, soaks, natural water holes, constructed wells and natural 
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The Boon wurrung 

used bark canoes and 

also fished in the 

shallow waters using 

nets and spears. 

springs. Wells were constructed along the coastal areas often in the softer 

sandy areas behind the dunes. Remnants of wells still exist in some areas 

around the coast. Water was transported by means of vessels including ones 

made from kangaroo skin called a mugerra mugerra and a wooden vessel 

called a tarnuk. It was also stored at the settlement in a larger vessel known 

as a tarnuk buladu. 

 

Initial archaeological investigations undertaken on the 

defence land site have uncovered evidence of a water 

soak in the area where there is evidence of Boon 

wurrung settlement. There remains substantial 

evidence of the Boon wurrung settlement around Pt 

Nepean. This includes large number of registered middens, where fish, 

shellfish and other food was prepared and eaten. The Boon wurrung Balluk 

settlements in the area consisted of dwellings (wilam) constructed from bark 

and protected with turf roofs. 

 

Boon wurrung Connection to the Land 

The  Boon wurrung believe that all things live in unity, and that relationship to 

the land  is based upon respect, obligation and interdependence. Indigenous 

people could be called the first environmentalists (Graham Atkinson, Yuruga 

Enterprises Pty Ltd, 2001).  The Boon wurrung were hunter-gatherers, living 

on the natural produce existing in the area. Men hunted, while women 

gathered plants. People ate local animals, plants, fish and  shellfish.  

 

Life consisted of the tasks of daily existence and depended upon the seasonal 

availability of different plants and animals, the responsibility to country and the 

maintenance of the environment. Life was not difficult for the Boon wurrung as 

the environment between the mountains and the sea provided a rich and 

diverse diet.  

The Natural Resources of the Boon wurrung 
The area, now known at the Mornington Peninsula, was rich in natural 

resources and supported the Boon wurrung Balluk. The natural resources and 
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the limited perma culture undertaken in the area also had the capacity to 

support the other clans of the Boon wurrung and visiting language groups that 

travelled to the area as part of the annual journey cycle. 

 

The Peninsula and surrounding region contains a variety of productive 

ecological zones such as riverine, mountainous, lacustrine and terrestrial that 

supported both hunter-gathering and perma culture of the Boon wurrung. 

 

Access to supplies of fresh water and sheltered positions played a major 

factor in settlement patterns. This was provided by creeks, swamps, water 

holes and natural springs. 

 

Within the areas that provided access to fresh water, there were and still are, 

diverse ecological environments within the Mornington Peninsula area. Each 

of these ecological areas provided a range of different resources for the Boon 

wurrung. 

 

Boon wurrung Food Sources 

The forest and scrubland of the area provided an ideal habitat for many 

animals. This included kangaroo, wallaby, possum, echidna wombat, koalas, 

bandicoots, fish, eels, yabbies, shellfish, ducks, geese, emu, lyre-bird, and 

mutton birds. All of which were hunted by the men in small parties of about 5. 

Various methods of capture were utilized from spears, boomerangs, to 

complex fish weirs, traps and nets, fish were also caught using shell fishing 

hooks and line made from the bark of the Messmate tree.  

. 

The meat that was hunted was prepared in a variety of ways. The tender cuts 

were roasted or grilled over the hot coals. Larger animals , such as emus were 

sometimes baked whole in a large earth oven. Some meats were preserved 

through smoking and drying. These were hung to dry and provided a source 

of food when needed. 

 

Shellfish were abundant around the Mornington Peninsula. There are still 

numerous middens that represent thousands of years of settlement by the 
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Fish in the bay were caught 

by both line and spear. This 

included many of the 

species that we still see 

today – flathead, snapper,  
whiting and gurnard. 

Boon wurrung. These middens were created over many centuries and provide 

us with an important record of settlement of the Boon wurrung people. 

 

Among the plants that provided the staple food 

for the Boon wurrung were: murrnong, bracken 

and tree ferns. The murrnong or ‘yam daisy’, 

most commonly recognised for its yellow 

flowers, was cultivated and harvested. Its root 

provided a starch tuber that was roasted. The 

demise of the murrnong, from grazing co-incited with the decline of the Boon 

wurrung population. 

 
 
The women and children worked in larger groups often gathering: 

 

• Wattle gum - great luxury and support to the Boon wurrung, eaten raw or 

dissolved in water, also used in the manufacture of tools and implements. 

• Roots - subsistence principally on roots which during autumn to winter 

ripen in succession, myrnyong and yam obtained in great abundance also 

roots of cumbungi, lilies and a large sweet potato type of root that has a 

large purple flower and is in great abundance along dry creeks and water 

ways. 

• Grass Tree - pulp inside was roasted or eaten raw. 

• Blossoms - box and wattle pounded in water to make sweet drink. 

• Kangaroo apple - gathered from ripened fruit on ground, unripened fruit 

can be quite poisonous at certain stages of its growth and was used by 

women as form of contraception – its purple flowers were worn by the 

women, along with the yellow flowers of the murrnong during celebrations 

and dances. 

• Fern trees - pulp of stem immediately below crown of leaves were roasted 

in hot ashes and beaten into a paste with a stone implement; the starchy 

pith of the tree fern was used, as was the young fronds of the tree fern 

which were roasted over the coals.   

• Mushrooms & Fungi - Used in season, eaten and used in medicine. 
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Fruits and berries contributed to their diet. Other sources of plant food 

included the gum from the silver wattle; the nectar from the bottle brush was 

fermented and created an alcoholic beverage. Fruits that grew in the area 

included muntharies and cherry ballart. 

 
The plants of the area provided a source of medicines that formed part of the 

health and wellbeing of the Boon wurrung. Medicines were made from 

species such as Black wood. The bark of the Blackwood was boiled in water 

and provided a medicine fro rheumatism. 

 

The Kananook Creek also provided drinking water, encouraged animals to the 

area and nourished other plants and trees. Ingredients for medicine and 

painting, materials for clothing and implements for activities such as hunting 

and aids for carrying babies were found locally or traded with neighbouring 

tribes. 

 

In addition to the terrestrial activities, Boon wurrung visited French and Phillip 

Islands, this was to collect eggs and seals. Eels and fish also accounted for 

much of the regular food resource exploited, and of course shellfish was a 

readily and easily exploited resource and produced large amounts of food for 

small amount of work. 

Boon wurrung Clothing & Implements 

 

The plants also provided the raw material for various implements and 

materials used in everyday life. The fibre from the inner bark of the Blackwood 

was used to manufacture string for fishing spear throwers and shields 

manufactured from the hard wood of the tree. The Silver wattle provided the 

raw material for stone axe handles and its gum was used to repair canoes. 

The cumbungi provided one of the major sources of fibre for rope and string. 

While the young tubers of the cumbungi were roasted or eaten raw, the older 

tubers were chewed to produce the strong fibre needed for string to 

manufacture many items including fishing nets and baskets. 
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During the autumn, known to the Boon wurrung 
as ‘old man sun’, the creeks provided the 
source of one of their great foods – the eel. 
During this time of the year the eel would 
migrate downstream on their way to a long 
journey out into the oceans. Firstly, the male 
eels left and then followed by the female eels. 
The eels were captured by a regulated system 
of stone walls and also by long nets. There 
were eaten fresh and also their flesh was 
smoked and preserved. Smoked eel was 
traded amongst other groups and provided one 
of the products that formed the basis of 
complicated trading markets with other 
language groups and nations. 
 

These animals were hunted both 

for food and as a resource for 

manufacturing a range of 

implements and clothing. The 

skin, fur, bones and sinew were 

used for the manufacture of many 

implements. The possum fur 

provided the basis for elaborate 

possum skin cloaks that were 

unique to the Boon wurrung and Kulin peoples. The possum skins were cured 

and then stitched together by the women using sinew from emus and 

kangaroo. The cloaks were then decorated on the kin side. These decorations 

were made with ochre, blood and charcoal and included descriptions of 

country and journeys. The designs were unique to these areas and only a 

very few of the original possum skin cloaks exist in museums today 
 

There are many and varied plants used in the traditional life. Plants that were 

utilised in heath vegetation included Scrub She-oak, Silver Banksia and 

Common Beard-heath. In the open forest, the Boon wurrung people used 

species such as Manna Gum, Messmate Stringy bark, Red Stringy bark and 

Black She-oak and Kangaroo grass. 
 

Many scarred trees are recorded in the Shire but these have mostly been 

destroyed during development or through natural decay. The use of bark in 

the daily life of the Boon wurrung was not just for housing or construction of 

canoes but some barks were used for medicine or to make containers to carry 

grain and sometimes the baby. Bark was also used to paint upon for 

ceremony, and as the early settlers discovered wattle bark could be used in 

the tanning process. 

 

Amongst the other resources that were utilised by the Boon wurrung were 

stone, silicate, basalt and quartz. These were often readily available from 

creeks and rivers in their country. There are a number of ochre pits located 

around the Mornington Peninsula. The ochre from these pits was used for 
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ceremonial purposes and as pigment for art work, including that of the 

possum skin cloaks. 

 

One of their most prized materials came from a quarry north of their county at 

Mt William. This is the source of the prized green stone that was most 

commonly used for axe heads. The Mt William quarries were controlled by the 

Woi wurrung, the neighbours of the Boon wurrung. They had custodian rights 

over this material and it was an important source of trade. 

 

White Contact and Settlement 

The first impact upon the Boon wurrung was through contact made with 

Whalers and Sealers who plied the coast of Boon wurrung territory which 

often took the form of the killing of men and kidnapping of women. This first 

started during the mid to late 1700`s and continued for almost 100 years.  

 

As well as the direct violent attacks, the introduction of small pox, measles, 

influenza and other diseases, killed thousands of Indigenous people, not just 

the Boon wurrung, before many had seen a European. It was noted in 1803 

by the members of the first official attempt at settlement in Boon wurrung 

Country near Sorrento, that members of the local tribe bore smallpox scars.  

 

John Batman tried to set up a treaty with local groups in 1835, including the 

Boon wurrung, but the government never adopted the treaty. The reason 

given was that it was not a legal document. 

 

Occupation of the land by new settlers caused a range of changes to the 

environment. Depletion of traditional food sources occurred as indigenous 

people were displaced from their land by growing European settlement. Inter-

tribal fighting resulted when groups were forced to encroach on each other’s 

traditional land seeking new food sources and places to live. 

 



 
MPSC RECONCILICATION BACKGROUND PAPER 10 

Some Boon wurrung moved towards Gippsland. A small reservation was 

established at Mordialloc in 1841 and groups made a living selling ducks and 

eels to the Europeans.  

 

In 1839 a major settlement point was established at Arthur’s Seat, signifying 

the magnitude and intended permanence of European settlement. 

 

By then, the population of the Boon wurrung in this location had fallen from 

500 people to 83 people. Diseases brought in by Europeans accounted for 

65% of the demise of the Boon wurrung. Frontier violence (the conflict 

between the Aboriginal owners and the new settlers) was another major 

cause of death. Many Boon wurrung women were kidnapped by European 

sealers and taken to Tasmania because of their ability to ‘call in’ seals — 

singing out to them, clapping their hands and diving in to attract them to the 

shore. The women usually stayed in Tasmania where they had children and 

continued to live in the Boon wurrung way. Eventually, some managed to 

return. Children and grandchildren of these stolen women have also returned 

to the mainland, seeking recognition as Boonerwrung.  

 

In 1839, following European settlement, William Thomas, was  appointed 

Aboriginal protector and established a settlement for the Boon wurrung at 

Arthur’s Seat. Thomas (ML 12 p. 51 – 52) who was the local assistant to the 

protector of Aborigines stated in his journal in 1850, that ‘a few years back’ 

when the Boon wurrung were still occupying and using their tribal territory: 

 

‘When shifting from Melbourne their regular route was natural, 

shifting gradually along the coast to the nine mile beach, 

(Mordialloc) to Mt Eliza (Berringwallin), Mt Martha (Nungallin), 

Arthurs Seat (Wonga), Point Nepean (Mon Mare), Cape Schanck 

(Tunnahan), Sandy Point (Yellodunwho) then to the inlets and 

returning inland by Mahoon (Western Port Plains) to Dandenong, 

the whole circuitous route of their country.” 
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When stationed at Tubbarubabel in 1840, Thomas noted three trips by the 

Boon wurrung, two on the southern peninsula and one to western port, which 

are similar, although more truncated, than the above description. The natives 

also talk of taking a circuit around Point Nepean to Sandy Point and returning 

to Tubbarubabel. 

 

In 1854, Thomas wrote in his journal,  

 

“All are employed; children in getting gum, knocking down birds 

etc; women in digging up roots, killing bandicoots, getting grubs 

etc; the men in hunting kangaroos, scaling trees for opossum etc. 

They mostly are at the encampment about an hour before 

sundown the women arrive first, who get the fire going and collect 

the water required for the night etc. by the time their spouses 

arrive…. In warm weather, while on the tramp, they seldom make 

a miam- they use merely use a few boughs to keep off the wind, in 

wet weather a few sheets of bark make a comfortable house. In 

one half hour I have seen a neat village begun and finished.” 

 

The explorers noted many such huts around Port Phillip and Western Port 

Bays. Tuckey in 1874 noted a group of 5 huts on the Port Phillip Bay coast 

and Thomas 1839 observed 12 miams two miles south of Arthur’s Seat. 

Gellibrand 1836 however noted a group of 100 huts in the vicinity of Tyabb 

near a water hole.  

  

BOON WURRUNG LANGUAGE/TERMINOLOGY  

Examples provided below: 
 
• Abroad, not of this country   Yu’onga beyak 
• Accommodate, make room   Yu’maraleek 
• Ant      Booran 
• Apology      New’borongooith bogana 
• Baby      Booboop 
• Bad      Nulam 
• Balcombe Creek    Balli’yerang’ging 
• Bass River     Wean’dun Yalloc 



 
MPSC RECONCILICATION BACKGROUND PAPER 12 

BOON WURRUNG LANGUAGE/TERMINOLOGY (CONTINUED) 

• Bat      Teed’thung 
• Beard      Yarra’gonga 
• Belt made from possum fur   Car’yong 
• Blacks Camp at the corner of Cape  
 Schank & Boneo roads    Tonahan 
• Blow fly, an insect    Currum burra 
• Boomerang     Wongim 
• Bulbine lily (The edible bulb of  
 this lily was eagerly sort by Boon  
 Wurrung people).    Pike 
• Boon wurrung man and hero    
 brought the lore from the creator.  Bunjil 
• He resides in the sky as a star. 
 He is seen on earth as an eagle.   
 Bunjils daughter is also a    Kar’karook 
 star in the sky and is represented on  
 Earth as the clean sand in the rivers 
 and creeks, and along the many  
 beaches of Boon wurrung Country.  
• Burial / to bury     Namburk 
• Coast, ocean, sea    Warrain 
• Come, come here    Nyalingo 
• Creek, river      Yalloc/ yalluk/ yaluk/ yallock  
• Dancing, ceremony    Yingarli 
• Devilbend creek     To’worung 
• Drink, swallow     Noobuk 
• Dunns Creek at Dromana   Baggamah jarrawan 
• Dandenong Ranges    Koran’ warnambul 
• Digging stick     Myrnong kalk 
• Eel      Ee’oke/Yuk/ Yoe’hoke 
• Eel trap      Koo’yuk 
• Emu      Barri’mil 
• Equal share     Bung’gull 
• Fake moth used to snare birds   Quare’quarap 
• Father      Marmin/ marmon 
• Feet, foot print     Geenong/ tjinong 
• Female      Bag’garook 
• Fishing hook     Ling’an  Ling’an 
• Generous     Bullardo yu’maraleek 
• Go      Tjeethoo 
• Good       Monomeeth 
• Greenhood Orchids    Parm 
• Head      Cowong 
• Head band     Yallum’darruk 
• Hooked/ caught     Kirring 
• House/ hut, camp     Willum/ Willam / wilam  
• Hunt      Tharrak gulli’boith 
• Ibis      Bayba’djerruk 
• Initiation ceremony    Murreni’cooleen 
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BOON WURRUNG LANGUAGE/TERMINOLOGY (CONTINUED) 

• Island      Bag’ger’brip 
• Juice      Lil’lerlboo 
• Jump      Yudlee 

• Mob, people     Bulluk / baluk / buluk / bullock  

• Mountain, rocks, stones   Ngaruk / ngarruk – hill. 

 
 

The descendants of the Boon wurrung and the Wurendjeri Balluk continue to 

live in the greater Melbourne area and take an active role in the maintenance 

and protection of their culture and heritage. 

 



 
MPSC RECONCILICATION BACKGROUND PAPER 14 

 

2. WHAT IS THEIR STORY? 

 

 

2.1 CAROLYN BRIGGS –  BOON WURRUNG ELDER 

 

  

Carolyn Briggs, Boon wurrung Elder, as told 

at a Special Reconciliation Assembly of the 

Parliament of Victoria, 31 May 2000, National 

Reconciliation Week (reproduced with 

Author’s permission). 

 

Many years ago this land that we now call Melbourne extended right 

out to the ocean. Port Phillip Bay was then a large flat plain where 

Boonerwrung hunted kangaroos and cultivated their yam daisy. 

But one day there came a time of chaos and crises. The Boonerwrung 

and the other Kulin nations were in conflict. They argued and fought. 

They neglected their children. They neglected their land. The native 

yam was neglected. The animals were killed but not always eaten. The 

fish were caught during their spawning season. As this chaos grew the 

sea became angry and began to rise until it covered their plain and 

threatened to flood the whole of their country. 

The people went to Bunjil, their creator and spiritual leader. They asked 

Bunjil to stop the sea from rising. Bunjil told his people that they would 

have to change their ways if they wanted to save their land. The people 

thought about what they had been doing and made a promise to follow 

Bunjil. Bunjil walked out to the sea, raised his spear and directed the 

sea to stop rising. Bunjil then made the Boonerwrung promise that they 

would respect the laws. 

The place the Kulin then chose to meet as a means of resolving these 

differences is where this Parliament [of Victoria] is now located.  
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The Kulin nations met here regularly for many thousands of years. They 

debated issues of great importance to the nation; they celebrated, they 

danced. 

For my great grandmother it was the strength of these beliefs and the 

belief that people could work together that helped her survive the crises 

our people faced when Europeans invaded her country over 160 years 

ago. My great grandmother was known by her European name, Louisa 

Briggs. When Louisa was a young girl she went on a journey with her 

mother, aunt and grandmother to what is now called Point Nepean. 

This is a special place with a special significance for the Boonerwrung 

women. While they were there they were kidnapped by sealers and 

taken to an isolated island in Bass Strait. There they were put to work 

for the sealers. But at the age of 18 she took a husband and returned 

to her country in a small open boat. 

When she returned to her country she searched for her people, but 

they were no longer there. Louisa eventually found some of her people 

at the Coranderrk reserve and she settled down to live there. She 

worked at the reserve as a matron. She became a strong political 

activist and her family were again forced to move because of their 

strong stand on land rights. They were banned from the reserve. She 

died in the 1920s at a very old age, but in bridging the time between 

the invasion of her country and the dispossession of her people she 

provided the cultural link, ensuring that her heritage continued to live. 

She continued to dream and talk about her country. 

Louisa fought oppression, racism and political inequality. Today, as we 

consider the act of Reconciliation, I hope that her story will inspire not 

only her descendants but that in the spirit of Reconciliation it will 

provide a model of strength that can inspire all Australians. 

Today Melbourne is the great multicultural city of the world and this 

special place continues to carry forward the spirit of our tradition.  
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This land will always be protected by the creator, Bunjil, who travels as 

an eagle, and by Waarn, who protects the waterways and travels as a 

crow. Bunjil taught the Boonerwrung to always welcome guests, but he 

always required the Boonerwrung to ask all visitors to make two 

promises: to obey the laws of Bunjil and not to harm the children or the 

land of Bunjil. As the spirit of my ancestors lives, let the wisdom and 

the spirit of generosity which Bunjil taught us influence the decisions 

made in this meeting place. 

Womin Jeka mirambeek beek. Boonerwrung Nairm derp Bordupren 

uther willam. 
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2.2 CHRIS WEST –  LOCAL BUNURONG ELDER 

 

It wasn’t until I began to consider the 

Reconciliation of our communities, that the 

fact we have never been as one, dawned 

on me.  

 

When I was born, Koorie people weren’t 

counted in the census, couldn’t vote, and 

weren’t entitled to equal pay or conditions. 

We had racist policies inflicted upon us, our 

war hero’s weren’t entitled to the soldier 

settlement scheme, and our land customs and belief systems, which 

have endured for as long as humans existed in Australia, was banned.  

This is not in the Oxford’s definition a point at which Reconciliation can 

occur. Simply put, we cannot reconcile things which have never been 

together. 

 

Please don’t misunderstand me, as a Bunurong man and a proud 

member of the Indigenous Community of Australia; I fully support the 

idea, theme or notion of Reconciliation, and the recent moves towards 

true equality for Indigenous Australians.  The biggest issue facing 

those involved is to change attitudes, not just within the wider 

community, but within the Indigenous Community. Changing attitudes 

is a journey of exchange of knowledge and understanding, being able 

to agree to disagree, and finally, recognition of the survivors of the 

destructive, inhumane and racist policies, which were devised to break 

up families and disintegrate Aboriginal communities.  Recognition of 

the lives my brothers, sisters, cousins, aunts and uncles were forced to 

endure, to recognise their survival and address the issues faced by 

members of the Stolen Generation. This group within our community 

represent the most needy and socially challenged. 
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Only after we have addressed these issues and recognised the  

importance of our cultural needs and obligations to land and 

community, can we all move towards one Australia equally, and find 

understanding of our diverse cultural origins which makes our land so 

sacred. 

 

We speak about the acts of Reconciliation; these are hollow without the 

true human spirit, the willingness to reconcile past injustices, and the 

hope, courage, and vision to embrace the future.    
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3. WHAT IS RECONCILIATION 

 

 

Reconciliation is a long-term goal that involves recognition of the first 

Australians and the provision of practical and effective measures to address 

the economic and social disadvantage experienced by ATSI peoples.4 

 

Reconciliation involves justice, recognition and healing. It’s about helping all 

Australians move forward with a better understanding of the past and how the 

past affects the lives of indigenous people today. Its main purpose is to 

encourage active appreciation of and participation in the advancement of 

reconciliation. 5  

 

3.1 What is Reconciliation Week? 

 

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK (NRW) offers people across 

Australia the opportunity to focus on reconciliation and justice issues, 

to share and value Australian’s indigenous cultures and heritage, and 

find ways of building a just society in which no group is marginalised or 

excluded.  

 

NRW was initiated in 1996 to provide a focus for reconciliation 

activities. This week is a time to reflect and refocus on what needs to 

be done to address Indigenous disadvantage and develop just 

relationships between Indigenous and non-indigenous Australians.  

 

26 May - National Sorry Day 

 

26 May, is National Sorry Day, so named after the tabling of the 

Bringing Home Report, which was the result of an inquiry into the  

 

                                                 
4 Reconciliation Australia, Reconciliation Action Plans July 2006 
5 Australian Government Attorney General Department Reconciliation Action Plan 2007 
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removal of  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from their 

families.  One of the recommendations of the report was that National 

Sorry Day should be declared. Sorry Day offered the opportunity to be 

involved in activities to acknowledge the impact of the policies of 

forcible removal on Australia’s indigenous populations 

 

27 May – Anniversary of National Referendum 

 

27 May is the anniversary of the 1967 Referendum in which 90% of 

Australians voted to remove clauses in Australian Constitution which 

discriminated against Indigenous Australians. It gave indigenous 

Australian the same right to vote as other Australians.  The referendum 

also gave the Australian Federal Government the power to make laws 

on behalf of Indigenous Australians. 

 

3 June – The Mabo Decision 

 

3 June, 1992 is the date the High Court handed down its 1992 

judgment on the Mabo case. The decision recognised the Native Title 

rights of the  Torres Strait islander people, the original inhabitants of 

the continent, and over turned the myth of terra nullius that the 

continent was empty, unowned land before European arrival in 1788.  

 

National Reconciliation week brings these dates together in recognition 

of significant dates in Australia’s history and particularly in relations 

between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians.6 

 

2008 - Apology to Stolen Generation 

 

On 13 February, 2008, Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, made a formal 

apology (sorry speech) to the “Stolen Generation” of Aboriginal and 

                                                 
6 Reconciliation Victoria, www.reconcilicationvic.gov.au, 2008 
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Torres Strait Islander peoples. An extract of the apology, put to the 

Australian Parliament, and passed, follows: 

 

“That today we honour the indigenous peoples of this land, the 
oldest continuing cultures in human history.  We reflect on their 
past mistreatment.  We reflect in particular on the mistreatement 
of those who were stolen generations – this blemished chapter 
in our nation’s history. 
 
The time has now come for the nation to turn a new page in 
Australia’s history by righting the wrongs of the past and so 
moving forward with confidence in the future.  We apologise for 
the laws and policies of successive Parliaments and 
Governments that have inflicted profound grief, suffering and 
loss on these our fellow Australians. 
 
We apologise especially for the removal of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children from their families, their communities and 
their country.  For the pain, suffering and hurt of these stolen 
generations, their descendants and for their families left behind, 
we say sorry.  To the mothers and the fathers, the brothers and 
the sisters, for the breaking up of families and communities, we 
say sorry.  And for the indignity and degradation thus inflicted on 
a proud people and a proud culture, we say sorry. 
 
We the Parliament of Australia respectfully request that this 
apology be received in the spirit in which it is offered as part of 
the healing of the nation.” 

(www.abc.net.au/news/events/apology)  

 

 

 

 

 



 
MPSC RECONCILICATION BACKGROUND PAPER 22 

 

4. WHAT IS A RECONCILIATION POLICY AND ACTION PLAN? 

 

  

The Mornington Peninsula  Shire Council (MPSC) Reconciliation Background 

Paper is the first step in developing a MPSC Reconciliation Policy and Action 

Plan (RPAP). Outlined below are suggestions for the proposed composition of 

that document, building on what has already been undertaken and developed. 

 

4.1 Policy Statement 

 

 The Mornington Peninsula Shire Reconciliation Policy and Action Plan 

will recognise the Shire’s commitment to Aboriginal & Torres Strait 

Islanders (ATSI) as the first peoples of Australia, including recognition 

of their unique cultural and spiritual relationship to the land and sea. 

 

 It will articulate a way forward for improving the well being of  

Aboriginal communities within the Shire in partnership with the Boon 

wurrung7 and local   people.  

 

 It will recognise the valuable contribution made by Aboriginal 

communities to the diversity and strength of Australian culture and aim 

to celebrate our cultural heritage and diversity (past, present and 

future). 

 

 The Reconciliation Policy Statement will be developed in consultation 

with traditional owners of this land and the local Aboriginal community. 

                                                 
7 there are a number of spellings and pronunciations 
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4.2 Action Plan 

 

 The Action Plan will include a list of current and proposed actions to 

underpin and strengthen the Shire’s Reconciliation process on the 

Mornington Peninsula with the Aboriginal and the wider community.  

Some of the current activities are listed in this Paper.  

 

 The consultation process for the MPSC Reconciliation Policy & Action 

Plan will also investigate the potential of the following, subject to 

funding and partnerships: 

 

• Potential for an Aboriginal gathering place on the Peninsula 

• Possibility for specialist Indigenous Library collection for the 

Shire 

• Funding for display kit for  Aboriginal Exhibitions and community 

awareness displays 

• Opportunity for a permanent Aboriginal Healing Centre in 

Western Port 

• Development of a Peninsula  Aboriginal social profile. 
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5. WHY HAVE A MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE COUNCIL 

RECONCILIATION POLICY AND ACTION PLAN? 

 

 

The Shire has been actively involved in Reconciliation for many years. This 

document seeks to coordinate those activities under the umbrella of 

Reconciliation and to formally acknowledge and endorse that which is already 

being done. It also provides an opportunity to undertake community 

consultation to identify gaps or issues that might be addressed in developing 

a MPSC Reconciliation Policy and Action Plan in the future.  

 

5.1 MPSC Community Plan 

 

 The Shire’s Community Plan, Goal 3: Support and Strengthen the 

Wellbeing of our Communities, identifies objectives: 

 

“3.1 To plan and implement strategies that facilitate optimal health 

and well being outcomes; and 

3.5 To promote reconciliation with Traditional Owners and celebrate  

cultural heritage and diversity.” 

 

 Further, Goal 1: To sustain and enhance the biodiversity and culture of 

our unique environment is also relevant to reconciliation in the context 

of  Aboriginal cultural heritage and practice. 

 

5.2 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

 

 The MPSC Reconciliation Policy and Action Plan will identify and bring 

together a range of protocols and practices, around cultural, social and 

environmental sustainability.  It will link  the Shire’s Planning Scheme – 

22.05 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage (Appendix 1), the Shire’s Access 

and Equity Policy, and Health and Well Being Plan findings that  
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communities are enriched by diverse cultural influences, with protocols 

and practices. These include acknowledging traditional owners, 

welcome to country and respect and care for the land. It will provide 

guidelines for councillors, Shire staff and community and enhance 

understanding between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples.   

 

 A brochure outlining key features of the  Heritage Act 2006 was 

produced and distributed by the Inter-Council   Aboriginal  Consultative 

Committee in 2007 (Appendix 2). The development of a MPSC 

Reconciliation Policy and Action Plan will strengthen the Shire’s, and 

local Aboriginal communities’, ability to seek future funding resources 

from other bodies, such as  Affairs Australia (AAV) or Department of 

Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs 

(FaHCSIA).   

 

 Importantly, however, it will provide a tangible example of the Shire’s 

willingness and commitment to the Reconciliation process of building 

just relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians. 

It will also confirm Council’s commitment to the future of Reconciliation 

policy and practice, providing leadership to the  broader community  

 

 In order for the Shire and local Aboriginal community aspirations of 

Reconciliation to be realised, this paper aims to articulate activities and 

protocols currently practiced by the Shire. It further seeks formal 

endorsement for their continued implementation in a more coordinated 

and holistic manner under the banner of a Draft MPSC Reconciliation 

Policy and Action Plan.  

 

 It then provides a consultation tool to work with the Aboriginal and 

wider communities, promoting the bridging of cultures via cross cultural 

awareness, and setting a framework for MPSC Reconciliation Policy 

and Action Plan development, identifying agreed actions for the future. 
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6. WHAT CURRENT MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE COUNCIL 

INITIATIVES REFLECT RECONCILIATION? 

 

 

Since 1997, the Mornington Peninsula Shire has engaged with the local  

Aboriginal community and traditional owners. The Shire was an inaugural 

member of the Inter Council  Aboriginal Consultative Committee (ICACC) 

when it established in 1997 out of an initiative by the Municipal Association of 

Victoria (MAV), involving 8 municipalities.  

 

In May 1999, the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Policy was included within the 

Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme, and updated in 2006. Council signed 

the Australian Local Government (ALGA) Statement for Reconciliation 

(Appendix 3) in 2000. 

 

To implement and enhance the signed ALGA Statement for reconciliation, the 

Shire employed the first Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander policy and 

development officer (.5 position) in 2001, to consult with the local Aboriginal 

community and to promote partnerships, facilitate participation to Council 

services, and create awareness of social justice issues. 

. 

This commenced a range of programs and activities across the Shire, 

including those that lead to the development of the Aboriginal Support & 

Development Team (Appendix 4), incorporating an extra 1.5 staff (funded by 

Department of Human Services), and enabling social support provision to the 

local Aboriginal people.  

 

In 2005, the  Aboriginal Support & Development team joined the Shire’s 

Social Planning and Community Development Unit. This integration expanded 

the Team’s ability to respond to the aspirations and issues of the  Aboriginal 

and the wider community. 
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In 2008, the Shire entered into an agreement to host the secretariat and 

project officer position of the Inter Council Aboriginal Consultative Committee 

(Appendix 5) for a minimum of 12 months, with funding from participating 

Councils. 

 

The Shire’s Aboriginal Support & Development Team provides information, 

advice, and education to non indigenous services across the Shire. It lobbies 

for Aboriginal employment to address identified gaps in service delivery to the 

Aboriginal community. It is engaged in many social support programs and 

indigenous issues, and works closely with local elders to ensure appropriate 

processes in relation to relevant protocols for building and maintaining trust 

and respect amongst elders and other key members of the Aboriginal 

community. In doing so, the Shire has built a reputation of promoting active 

participation and genuine engagement with the Aboriginal community and as 

being innovative in its approach to reconciliation.  

 

Demand for cultural awareness, information and community advocacy from 

the indigenous community, the Shire and the general community continues to 

increase, as more individuals and groups become interested and aware of 

indigenous issues. 

 

The following table identifies relevant past and present activities with which 

the Shire has been engaged. 
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MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE COUNCIL INITIATIVES THAT UNDERPIN RECONCILIATION 

 

 

Initiative Description Timelines 

MPSC Planning Scheme -  Aboriginal Cultural 

Heritage Policy (Appendix 1) 

Guides decisions on land development that 

has  cultural heritage values  

Adopted by MPSC May 1999, 

reviewed 2006 

Aboriginal Cultural heritage Brochure (Appendix 

2) 

Brochure developed through ICACC and 

MPSC as  participating council 

Distributed 2007 

ALGA Statement for Reconciliation (Appendix 

3) 

Statement to Reconciliation by ALGA 

executive on 24th February 2000 and 

commitment duly adopted by MPSC 

Adopted by MPSC 16 May 2000 

Aboriginal Support and Development  Team  

(Appendix 4) 

3 staff, funding through council 

partnerships with DHS, ICACC 

(neighbouring councils) and others 
Policy development, social support, indigenous 

home and community care  (HACC), community 

development, cross cultural awareness; ICACC 

secretariat & project work 

 .5 EFT policy development 

position funded by Shire in 2001, 

1.5 EFT positions funded by DHS 

in 2004; host ICACC secretariat - 

commenced April 2008 
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Initiative Description Timelines 

Flag Raising -  Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islanders flags (Appendix 6 guidelines ) 

 

Flag raising ceremony for NAIDOC week 

and  flying of flags on other identified 

occasions i.e. Reconciliation and based on 

Department Premiere and cabinet Vic 

guidelines 

Commenced 2000 

 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners of the 

Land at major events (Appendix 7 ) 

Recognised Council statement  Commenced 2001 

Welcome to Country 

(Appendix 8) 

Practice of inviting elder or representative 

to undertake traditional welcome at major 

public events and contacts 

Commenced 2002 

Annual budget allocation through Festivals and 

Events in support of NAIDOC week (with 

additional funding contributions from DHS and 

others) 

Supports annual NAIDOC WEEK activities 

including the NAIDOC BALL, family day 

and other events in July of each year 

Commenced 2002 

Social Support programs such as Koori Kitchen, 

Koori art group, elders camp (funded through 

DHS and other) 

Koori Kitchen and Koori Art group are  

facilitated by the AS&DT with support from 

Peninsula Community Health Centre 

facilities 

Commenced 2002 
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Initiative Description Timelines 

Employment of indigenous professionals such 

as artists, performers and advisors (casual 

according to funding) and reimbursement of 

Traditional owners for advice on cultural matters 

and strategies 

Art teachers; musicians, speakers for 

various activities, and advisory fees  where  

appropriate on cultural matters and 

strategies  
(see Fees & Conduct Guidelines for registered  

Parties - 

www1.dvc.vic.gov.au/aav/heritage/forms)guidelines/.) 

Ongoing 

Development of Local Koori Workers network 

Yarnup & How Black Vines Intertwine 

 

To assist in the hand over / process & 

protocols of exchanging Koori Clients to 

other services and to work together to 

deliver the Bridging of  Cultures Koori 

Access workshop 

Commenced 2005 

Draft Reconciliation Statement – (Appendix 9) Commence development from statement of 

intent in this paper 

Format to be developed further 

with  communities 

Guidelines for consultation with Traditional 

owners,  Community controlled services and 

local  community (Appendix 10) 

Identified protocols for engaging with  

community and traditional owners 

Draft for consultation 

MPSC ATSI Website www.mornpen.vic.gov.au Maintain shire website with contacts, 

referrals and information 

Uploaded 2005 
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Initiative Description Timelines 

Bridging Cultures For Koori Access Workshops 

(funding contributions from various funding 

bodies) 

 

Provided to Shire departments and external 

community agencies 

Commenced 2005 

Host ICACC secretariat ( Appendix 5)  Host secretariat for min. 12 months Commenced April 2008 

MPSC Reconciliation Background Paper Provides first stage of Shire Reconciliation 

Policy and Action Plan 

May 2008 

Establish Shire internal working group to 

advance the Reconciliation Policy and Action 

Plan with the  Aboriginal and wider community 

Develop a consultation plan with  

community and traditional owners 

To commence June 2008  
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7. WHAT IS RECOMMENDED? 

 

 

COUNCIL DECISION 26 MAY 2008 
 
 

MOVED: CR. STAHL 
SECONDED: CR. RODGERS 

 
1. THAT COUNCIL RESTATES ITS COMMITMENT TO 

RECONCILIATION THROUGH ENDORSEMENT OF THE 
MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE COUNCIL RECONCILIATION 
BACKGROUND PAPER 2008, NAMELY: 

 
A. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS AT 

MAJOR PUBLIC EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES; 
 
B. WELCOME TO COUNTRY PROTOCOLS; 
 
C. FLAG FLYING FOR NAIDOC WEEK, RECONCILIATION WEEK, 

AND INVESTIGATE THE PERMANENT FLYING OF THE 
ABORIGINAL FLAG ALONGSIDE THE AUSTRALIAN FLAG; 

 
D. CROSS CULTURAL AWARENESS AS PART OF STAFF 

ORIENTATION; 
 
E. LINKS TO RELEVANT COUNCIL POLICY AND PLANNING 

DEVELOPMENT, SUCH AS LAND USE AND SOCIAL POLICY 
GUIDELINES; AND 

 
F. SIGNAGE THAT ACKNOWLEDGES TRADITIONAL OWNERS 

OF THE SHIRE AT MAJOR GATEWAYS.  
 

2. THAT COUNCIL SUPPORT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SHIRE 
PROJECT TEAM TO UTILISE THE MORNINGTON PENINSULA 
SHIRE COUNCIL RECONCILIATION BACKGROUND PAPER FOR 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION WITH THE ABORIGINAL AND 
WIDER COMMUNITIES IN DEVELOPING A MPSC 
RECONCILIATION POLICY AND ACTION PLAN AS PER 
CONSULTATION IDENTIFIED IN THIS REPORT. 
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COUNCIL DECISION 26 MAY 2008 (CONTINUED) 

 
 
3. THAT COUNCIL CONTINUE SUPPORT OF, AND 

PARTICIPATION IN, THE INTER COUNCIL ABORIGINAL 
CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (ICACC). 

 
4. THAT COUNCIL PROMOTE RECONCILIATION PRINCIPLES TO 

THE WIDER COMMUNITY THROUGH BEST PRACTICE 
RECONCILIATION. 

 
5. THAT COUNCIL ACKNOWLEDGE THE UNIQUE AND VALUED 

CONTRIBUTION OF ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES TO 
MORNINGTON PENINSULA COMMUNITY CULTURE AND WELL 
BEING. 

 
CARRIED 
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8. APPENDICES 

 

1. MPSC  Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Policy  

2. ICACC  Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Brochure 

3. Australian Local Government Statement for Reconciliation MPSC sign 

off May 2000 

4. MPSC  Aboriginal Development & Support Team Brochure 

5. ICACC information sheet 

6. Flag Raising Guidelines 

7. MPSC Acknowledgment of Traditional Owner Statement 

8. MPSC Welcome to Country  

9. Draft MPSC Statement of Reconciliation 

10. MPSC Guidelines for Consultation with Traditional owners,  Aboriginal 

Community controlled services and  local community 

11. Aboriginal Population 

12. Boundary Map 
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APPENDIX 1 

ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE POLICY – MORNINGTON 

PENINSULA PLANNING SCHEME 
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APPENDIX 2 

ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE BROCHURE – ICCAC  
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APPENDIX 3 

AUSTRALIAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION (ALGA) 
STATEMENT FOR RECONCILIATION 
 
 
On 24th February 2000, The Australian Local Government Association Executive members 

made the following statement to Reconciliation (see below). Commitment was duly adopted 

and supported by the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council at a meeting held on 16 May 2000. 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT OF AUSTRALIA REAFFIRMS ITS COMMITMENT TO 

MAINTAINING A CULTURALLY DIVERSE, TOLERANT AND OPEN SOCIETY, 

UNITED BY AN OVERRIDING COMMITMENT TO OUR NATION AND ITS 

DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS AND VALUES 

 

Local Government acknowledges and recognises: 

•  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first peoples of Australia. 

• The loss and grief held by Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islanders caused 

by alienation from traditional lands, loss of lives and freedom, and the forced 

removal of children. 

• The customs and traditions of Indigenous Australians and their spiritual 

relationship with the land. 

• The right of Indigenous Australians to live according to their own beliefs, values 

and customs, and the vital importance of  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people’s contribution to strengthening and enriching the heritage of all Australians. 

• The need for a partnership approach with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples as part of addressing the needs of whole communities throughout 

Australia. 

 

Local Government supports: 

• The vision as expressed by the Council for Reconciliation of a ”united Australia 

which respects this land of ours, values the  and Torres Strait Islander heritage 

and provides justice and equity for us all”. 
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• Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians working together for a national 

agreement or other instrument of reconciliation. 

• The need to improve non Indigenous understanding of  Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander issues and find new ways to work together in partnership to ensure 

the principles of equity and access for all members of the Indigenous community to 

culturally appropriate services and programs. 

 

Local Government commits to: 

• Developing and promoting, as appropriate, Indigenous involvement in events and 

celebrations of significance which respect the dignity and protocols of the local 

indigenous community. 

• Taking effective action on issues of social and economic concern as identified in 

the National Commitment to Improved outcomes in the Delivery of Programs and 

services for  and Torres Strait Islander where they lie within the sphere of interest 

and responsibility of local government. 

• Participating in education processes which enhance the increased knowledge, 

understanding and appreciation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture and 

heritage and the needs of Indigenous communities. 

• Developing strategies that improve the level of participation of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people in local government at all levels. 
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4 

 

APPENDIX 4 
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APPENDIX 5 

THE INTER-COUNCIL ABORIGINAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE  

ICACC  

 
The Inter-Council Aboriginal Consultative Committee 
(ICACC) Back Ground Information: 
 
Aboriginal people and eight local Councils established ICACC in 1997. ICACC 
represents a commitment by the Aboriginal communities and Local 
Governments of:- Mornington Peninsula Shire, Bass Coast Shire, Frankston 
City Council, City of Casey, Knox City Council, City of Kingston, City of 
Greater Dandenong, Cardinia Shire. With combined support from the 
Department of Human Services. 
 
The vision of ICACC is to achieve respect, recognition, reconciliation, equity & 
health and wellbeing for Aboriginal people. 
 
The focus of the work of ICACC is linking Aboriginal communities to the 
broader community, identifying needs and gaps in services.  ICACC also aims 
to improve the cultural awareness of mainstream services to make them more 
accessible to the Aboriginal community. 
 
The Mornington Peninsula Shire has made a commitment to the ICACC to 
host the secretariat and cultural project officer.  
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APPENDIX 6 

ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER FLAG FLYING GUIDELINES 
FOR MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE 

 

Council’s support of the Flag Flying Guidelines is consistent with its 
commitment to encourage and support all aspects of the Shire’s diverse 
community.  

 

Recognition of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population and their 
traditional ownership of the land is a significant aspect of Council’s leadership 
within the region.  

 

In the spirit of continuing Council’s commitment to improving  relations and to 
further acknowledge the  community, the Flag Flying Guidelines recommend 
that Council will: 

 

• Fly the  Aboriginal flag at Council offices during Reconciliation Week   
and NAIDOC Week each year.  

 
• Following a request from the relevant local Aboriginal community 

organisation, Council will fly the  flag at half-mast at Council offices 
and civic centres to mark the passing of an esteemed local elder. 

 

• Investigate a permanent position of flying the Aboriginal  Flag 
alongside the Australian flag  

 
The Mornington Peninsula Shire, has in the past, referred to the Department 
of Premier and Cabinet Victoria, Protocol & Special Events Branch, 
guidelines (2007) 
 

“The flags of our indigenous peoples are not intended to replace 
the Australian national flag where there is only one flagpole 
available to fly a flag. Where only two flagpoles are available it 
is recommended that the Mornington Peninsula Shire flies the  
flag. The Aboriginal flag and the Torres Strait Islander flag have 
equal status and may be flown in any order to the right of the 
national flag. “ 
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AUSTRALIAN  ABORIGINAL FLAG  

Australian Aboriginal Flag was first raised on 12 July 
1971 at Victoria Square in Adelaide. It was also used at 
the  Tent Embassy in Canberra in 1972. 

The top half of the flag is black to symbolise Indigenous 
people. The red in the lower half stands for the earth 
and the colour of ochre, which has ceremonial 
significance. The circle of yellow in the centre of the flag 

represents the sun. 

The Australian  Aboriginal Flag is displayed at  centres and is well recognised as the 
flag of  peoples of Australia. It is flown during NAIDOC Week to celebrate and 
promote greater understanding of Indigenous peoples and culture and during National 
Reconciliation Week in recognition of 27 May as the anniversary of the 1967 
Referendum, which removed from the Constitution, clauses that discriminated against 
indigenous Australians and 3 June as the anniversary of the High Court decision in 
the Eddie Mabo land rights case of 1992. 

 
Colour references for the Australian  Flag are:  

 

• Red PANTONE® 179  

• Yellow PANTONE® 123  

 

Mr Harold Thomas from Northern Australia designed the flag.  

The Australian  Flag was proclaimed on 14 July 1995. 

Permission is not required to fly the Australian  Flag. 

The Australian  Flag is protected by copyright and may only be reproduced in 
accordance with the provisions of the Copyright Act 1968 or with the permission of Mr 
Harold Thomas. Contact details  are: 

 

Mr Harold Thomas 
PO Box 41807 
CASUARINA NT 0810 
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TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER FLAG  

The Torres Strait Islander flag was adopted in May 1992 
during the Torres Strait Islands Cultural Festival. 

The green panels at the top and bottom of the flag 
represent the land and the central blue panel represents 
the sea. The black lines dividing the panels represent 
the Torres Strait Islander people. 

The centre of the flag shows a white  dhari (dancer’s headdress) and is a symbol for all 
Torres Strait Islanders. 

Underneath the dhari is a white five-pointed star. The star is an important symbol for 
navigating the sea. The points of the star represent the island groups in the Torres 
Strait and white symbolises peace.  

Colour references for the Torres Strait Islander Flag are:  

 

• Blue PANTONE® 301  

• Green PANTONE® 3288.  

 

The Torres Strait Islander Flag is flown during NAIDOC Week and Reconciliation 
Week. 

The design of the Torres Strait Islander Flag was the winning entry in a competition 
organised by the Island Coordinating Council. 

The Torres Strait Islander Flag was proclaimed on 14 July 1995. 

Permission is not required to fly the Torres Strait Islander Flag. 

The Island Coordinating Council holds copyright in the Torres Strait Islander Flag. 
Requests for permission to reproduce the Torres Strait Islander Flag should be 
addressed to the Secretary of the Island Coordinating Council. Contact details are: 

 

PO Box 501  
Thursday Island QLD 4875 
Telephone: (07) 4069 1446 
Fax: (07) 4069 1868 
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FACSIMILE MESSAGE FROM  

PROTOCOL & SPECIAL EVENTS BRANCH 
DEPARTMENT OF PREMIER AND CABINET - VICTORIA 

 

 
National Reconciliation Week 

Sunday 27 May 2007 to Sunday 3 June 2007 
 

National Reconciliation Week is an important time for all Australians. It has been the 
practice to mark National Reconciliation Week through the flying and display of the  
Aboriginal  Flag and the Torres Strait Islander Flag. 
 

The two dates are significant in the history of reconciliation.  The 27th of May is the 
anniversary of the date of the 1967 Referendum, which successfully removed from the 
Constitution clauses that discriminated against indigenous Australians.  The 3rd of 
June is the anniversary of the High Court decision in the Eddie Mabo land rights case 
handed down in 1992.  The theme of National Reconciliation Week for 2007 is ‘Their 
Spirit Still Shines’. 

All Australian and Victorian Government departments and related portfolio agencies 
are advised that the Aboriginal Flag and the Torres Strait Islander Flag may be flown 
with the Australian National Flag to acknowledge National Reconciliation Week, 
commencing 27 May 2007. 
 

The flags of our indigenous peoples are not intended to replace the Australian 
National Flag where there is only one flagpole available. 
 
Where only two flagpoles are available it is at the discretion of the department or 
agency to determine which flag is flown with the Australian National Flag.  The 
Aboriginal Flag and the Torres Strait Island Flag have equal status and may be flown 
in any order to the right of the Austra lian National Flag. 
 
Recipients of this message are requested to advise all agencies within their portfolio. 

 

Protocol and Special Events Branch 
Phone:  (03) 9651 1185 
Fax:  (03) 9651 5360 
 
 
21 May 2007 
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APPENDIX 7 

MPSC ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS  

 
It is now increasingly common for communities to use their own traditional name. 
Presenters should always ask about names and naming. We are in a time of transition 
and change and many Aboriginal people are on a journey of cultural reclamation and 
renewal. Language is very powerful, and its use demands knowledge and sensitivity.   
 
Acknowledging the traditional custodians or owners of the country is an important 
aspect of recognition and respect. Where are you? Whose land are you on? Name the 
people and name the country.  
 

‘We have moved beyond the generic term 'Aborigine', to the power of the 
naming of names. Ending anonymity is very important for people. It is 
important for place. Remember that when the settler explorers named 
geographical features, they obliterated the names these places had carried 
for thousands of years. The explorers didn't name, they re -named. The 
landscape was already mapped and named, incorporated into a coherent 
system of knowledge and culture’. 

 

As a guide for Councillors and Shire Staff of the Mornington Peninsula, the following 

brief Statement has been developed as an acknowledgement of the Traditional 

Owners of the land of the Mornington Peninsula Shire. It is usually stated at the 

commencement of an event or function.8  

“The Mornington Peninsula Shire acknowledges Aboriginal people as the 

first Australians & that they have a unique relationship with the land & sea. 

In the spirit of respect, the Shire recognises that the Mornington Peninsula 

is home to the Boon wurrung people who have lived here for thousands of 

years. Aboriginal people & elders of the Boon wurrung are members of the 

Kulin Nation and have traditional connections & responsibilities for the land 

on which Council meets.” 9 

 

                                                 
8 A business card has been developed for easy access and storage 
9 This statement can be combined with the ALGA endorsed Reconciliation statement. 
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APPENDIX 8 
WELCOME TO COUNTRY & RELATIONSHIP TO COUNTRY10 
 
 
Aboriginal people practise the courtesy of welcoming strangers to their country. 

Usually, traditional owners, or their representatives, perform this task.  If they are not 

able to do this in person, the presenter, not from that country, should ask how this 

should be done. At the very least, there is a need to acknowledge the people of that 

country, and pay respect to the elders. 

 

Welcome to Country may involve a short welcome presentation, or it may be more in 

depth and include, the offer of gum leaves, wearing of possum skin cloak, or a 

smoking ceremony. Aboriginal culture should be represented as living, dynamic and 

contemporary, capable of change while maintaining respect for tradition.  

 

Aboriginal people interpret for their own country and not for any other community's 

country, unless they have been given permission. Non-indigenous people should 

respect and understand this.  

 

Relationship to Country. 

 

Aboriginal communities and individuals have a special relationship with their own 

country. They say they belong to their land, not that the land belongs to them. They 

are absolutely located in one place, their country. 

 

Aboriginal People talk about Country, speak and sing to Country, visit and worry 

about Country, feel sorry for Country, long for Country. People say that Country 

knows best, hears, smells, takes notice, takes care, is sorry or happy. It has 

consciousness and a will towards life. Because of this richness, Country is love 

and peace, nourishment for Body, mind and spirit.11 

 
                                                 
10 The IAA guidelines of best practice for interpreting Aboriginal culture and country  
 
11 IAA Guidelines best practice for interpreting Aboriginal culture and country 
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The Smoking Ceremony 

 

The Smoking Ceremony is a cleansing for Aboriginal people. 

 

Aboriginal people are concerned for the land and wish to be part of the healing 

process. This can be done by being actively involved in land management or by 

conducting ceremonies.  

 

• Green leaves from plants used by 

the group that conducts it are 

placed on a small fire.  

• The smoke is used to cover the 

participants’ bodies, ridding them of 

what is not needed. It also 

cleanses the area.  

• The group feels that it is leaving 

behind troubles and beginning 

something new.  

• Reasons for holding the rite are 

then discussed.  

• The ceremony ends with 

entertainment, such as dancing 

and singing. 

 

For more information about Ceremonies you can contact Bunjilaka 

http://melbourne.museum.vic.gov.au/bunjilaka/ceremony.asp 
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CONTACTS FOR A WELCOME TO BOON WURRUNG COUNTRY AND 

CULTURAL ADVICE 

 
 
Elder Spokesperson for the Boon wurrung Foundation Limited 
Cultural Heritage Solutions Australia P/L 
Carolyn Briggs 
P O Box 18064, Collins Street East, 8003 
Tel: Selen 0415 316 938 / 0429014455 / 0433882546    Email:     cbriggs@iinet.net.au         
ABN: 83 119 313 996 
 
 
Cultural Heritage Officer  
John Bellamy boonwurrung@iinet.net.au  
 
 
Bunurong Land Council, Aboriginal Corporation  
Sonia Murray   
PO Box 96 Cockatoo 3781 or 
Pakenham, Vic 3781 
Email: bunurong@dcsi.net.au  
Tel: 5941 8742 Fax: 59418745 
59418027 Fax: 59418097 
 
 
Smoking Ceremony by Local Aboriginal Elder 
Chris West 
Smoking ceremony helps heal the land and the country, cleans the spirit. 
Tel: 0400017267 
 
 
Cultural Advisor - ICACC 
Adam Magennis 
Tel:  5950 1738 Mobile: 0400 840 838 
 
MPSC Aboriginal Support & Development Team 

Tel: 1300 850 600 
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APPENDIX 9 

MPSC DRAFT RECONCILIATION STATEMENT  

 

A Mornington Peninsula Reconciliation Statement confirms the Shire’s commitment to 

Aboriginal Australians and is recognition that the Shire values the unique status of 

Aboriginal people as the traditional owners and custodians of the land and waters of 

the Mornington Peninsula. It supports the path to Reconciliation and healing and helps 

create an understanding of the history of Australia and the place of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples in that history, and in contemporary Australia. 

It is critical that we learn about one another’s histories, cultures and heritage as 

another step in understanding and respecting each other to create a sustainable way 

of life. 

The implementation of this resolution is a measure of the Mornington Peninsula 

Shire’s continued commitment to Reconciliation and respect for its Australian 

Aboriginal communities.  

On May 16th 2000, the Mornington Peninsula Shire adopted the Australian Local 

Government Association (ALGA) statement for reconciliation to acknowledge, 

recognise, support and make commitment to Aboriginal Australians . Furthermore, the 

Shire acknowledges that: 

“The Mornington Peninsula Shire acknowledges Aboriginal people as the 

first Australians & that they have a unique relationship with the land & sea. 

In the spirit of respect, the Shire recognises that the Mornington Peninsula 

is home to the Boon wurrung people who have lived here for thousands of 

years. Aboriginal people & elders of the Boon wurrung are members of the 

Kulin Nation and have traditional connections & responsibilities for the land 

on which Council meets.” 
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More specifically, the Council of the Mornington Peninsula Shire: 

• Acknowledges that Aboriginal Australians were the first people of this land 

and that they have survived European settlement for more than two centuries.  

• Recognises that to Aboriginal people, land is the source of life which has a 

profound spiritual value. The land by virtue of their ancestors brings a 

belonging and connection to the land.  

• Values its diverse and multicultural community and encourages acceptance 

and respect for all. 

• Recognises the arrival of Europeans to Australia brought massive change to 

the land and to its Aboriginal people.  

• Acknowledges the loss by the Aboriginal people of their land, their children, 

their health and their lives. By doing so, the Shire Advocates Aboriginal & 

Torres Strait Islander people to lead the way for Local Government and other 

agencies within the area to understand the need to involve Aboriginal 

perspectives in decisions they make to address Aboriginal Australians 

aspirations. 

• Contributes to and encourages strategic planning in the advancement of 

social and economic development through Aboriginal respect, recognition, 

reconciliation, equity and health & wellbeing  

• Acknowledges the right of Aboriginal Australians to live according to their own 

values and customs, subject to law and we commit ourselves to respecting 

Aboriginal sacred sites and significant places that exists throughout the lands 

and waters of the Shire. 

• Supports the Shire residents working together with Aboriginal Australians for 

reconciliation and joint projects. 
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• Recognises the valuable contribution to the Mornington Peninsula Shire made 

by Aboriginal Australians and looks forward to a future of mutual respect 

and harmony.  

 

The Shire commits to acknowledging the Traditional Owners and their lands. As in the 

past, the Shire will continue to acknowledge Traditional Owners at major public 

events, and introduce, when available, an Australian welcome by members of Boon 

wurrung, Kulin Nation, or their delegate, at special ceremonies to further the 

understanding of Australian cultural heritage, and to add value to the overall 

experience of events and openings.  

 

The Shire commits to continue flag flying for NAIDOC week and other special events.  

 

The Shire commits to promoting Reconciliation principles to the wider community 

through community development, cultural awareness, active community participation, 

and integrated policy and planning. 

 

The Shire commits to working together, in the spirit of Reconciliation, with Traditional 

Owners, elders, Aboriginal service providers and agencies, and local Aboriginal 

communities, to advance mutual understanding, respect and cooopertaion between 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians, including the development of MPSC 

Reconcilitaion Policy and Action Plan 
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APPENDIX 10 

 
SUGGESTED MPSC PROTOCOLS FOR CONSULTATION AND 

COLLABORATION, WITH TRADITIONAL OWNERS AND  PEOPLE 
 
 

Protocols for consultation and collaboration with Traditional Owners, Aboriginal 

Community Controlled Services and their Communities (ACCS). 12 

 

These protocols provide advice to the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council (MPSC) 

about ways of working with ACCSs based on respect for community processes and 

cultural expertise.   

 

Each local ACCS will have its own way of doing things that should be respected.  

Council employees are cautioned that these protocols provide working guidelines 

only.  Although the Council may feel that some of the advice is normal business 

practice or covered by standard research protocols, it should be remembered that 

many Aboriginal people and services have had predominantly negative experiences 

with Government bodies and mainstream services.  Building partnerships will require 

the development of trust and mutual respect over time. 

 

What do we call  people -  Koori, Indigenous or Aboriginal? 

 Aboriginal people predominantly would prefer to be called  Aboriginal Australians. 

Koori is a name given to south eastern Australian Aboriginal people but does not 

include Murrays (people from Queensland) or Nungars (people from WA). 

 

                                                 
12  ACCS represents Traditional Owners, Aboriginal Community Controlled Services, usually managed by a 
board of Directors and accountable to the Aboriginal community and funding bodies. It may also include 
Aboriginal works in mainstream services.  Examples include Ngwala Willombong, Dandenong & District 
Aboriginal Cooperative  
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Accepting the need for ACCS ownership of consultative and collaborative 

processes 

Aboriginal peoples assert a fundamental right of ownership over local programs and 

their own knowledge and information about cultural and social issues.  This must be 

recognised and respected by the Council. 

ACCSs should be supported to develop their own agendas, design programs and 

conduct investigations into issues that they have determined to be a priority.  

Programs should be owned and managed by the services themselves, (where able) 

using ACCS expertise and drawing on non- input if and as required.  

Where the Council has initiated a program involving consultations with ACCSs, it 

should be in the form of a partnership, involving the ACCS from the planning stages 

onward. Council should recognise that far too often in the past Aboriginal 

organisations, including ACCSs have found their names on program proposals as 

having been consulted, or as partners in projects dealing with  issues, on the strength 

of just a phone call.   

PLEASE NOTE: Many programs initiated from a top down approach without consent 

by the ACCS prior will find that the ACCS will not join in and it can be difficult to gain 

their confidence on other issues. Many Aboriginal communities have had very 

negative experiences with mainstream services and individuals in a broad range of 

capacities.  peoples have been measured, investigated, managed and reviewed over 

and again in ways that have reinforced their position of powerlessness and 

marginalisation in the dominant culture. The Council should aim to support ACCSs in 

reaching self-determination; this includes handing a program back to the ACCS when 

self-sufficient. 

The Council should seek to form true partnerships with ACCS both as a matter of 

respect and best practice.  The quality of programs and policies will be largely 

dependent on the quality of ACCS input and direction into their design and 

implementation. 
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Who should the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council speak to in ACCS in 

seeking partnerships in policy development, programs, service delivery, events 

or cultural heritage matters? 

 

It is recommended that Council works with the Victorian Boonerwrung  Elders, The 

Bunurong  Land Council,  Community Controlled member services in the local area 

and or the  Workers which are based locally or closest to the local area. There are 

ACCS specializing in different areas who will offer information and guidance to 

Council.  

The Council should respect the line of authority in the ACCS for consultation. Like 

Council, each ACCS has a Chairperson (Mayor), CEO or Manager and fo rmal 

approaches should be made by senior Council representatives to the senior ACCS 

representatives.  Individuals do not necessarily always represent the organisation’s 

views, any more than they do in councils, and members of the Council should not just 

approach someone known to them from an  Aboriginal organisation and assume it will 

be okay with everyone else.  When it comes to Cultural Heritage matters both 

Traditional owners should be contacted and if in doubt Aboriginal Affairs Victoria can 

give advice, as can  Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Officers.  

No consultation with Aboriginal  community members for research, needs assessment 

or other program related activities should take place without the prior consent of the 

ACCS concerned.  Consent should be in writing, unless otherwise agreed, and 

information collected should be agreed and cleared by the ACCS before publication. 

Aboriginal community areas can only be explored with the community’s or ACCS’s 

permission.   
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Effective communication between the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council and 

ACCSs 

Observing the following protocols may enhance communication: 

• ACCS ways for organising discussions and formal meetings must be 

respected. 

• Council must respect the local ACCS’s judgements about what business is 

important to them.  The Council program ideas may not be their priority. 

• Council should plan ahead.  Allow enough lead - time for people to properly 

consider the issues involved and a program’s relevance to the community.  

Don’t rush.  First meetings will probably just involve introductions and 

discussion about methodology and process.  Listen and incorporate people’s 

comments.  Be prepared to come back. 

• Advise preferred times for consultations and how long these should take.  A 

Council’s program timelines can be discussed with the local ACCS but cannot 

be imposed. 

• Local community resources are there for the local community’s use and most 

ACCSs and  Workers are chronically under-resourced and over-stretched. Any 

programs being discussed in partnership with Council should be budgeted for 

to include all associated costs, both direct and indirect (e.g. venue hire, 

catering, administrative assistance, community input and management time, 

accommodation, local participants’ time and travel).  Both organisations need to 

be involved in identifying costs at the planning stage.  Arrangements regarding 

costs should be settled before a program starts. 

• Council should not get involved in ACCS business that is not related to their 

program partnership.   

• Council should not promise programs or services they cannot deliver. 
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• Council should seek the advice of the local ACCS / Aboriginal Workers on 

social and gender issues and respect the rules and processes they establish. 

• Please avoid using jargon.  All information, both verbal and written, should be 

presented in a clearly understandable  form.  Use local ACCS staff / Aboriginal 

Workers to provide explanations and examples. 

• To avoid misunderstandings, check back at each meeting to ensure that both 

parties agree about information and/or the meeting’s outcomes before it is over. 

When a written record is kept, check that everyone accepts the accuracy of 

what has been recorded. 

• Council must recognise both the ACCS’s and individual  Aboriginal people’s 

ownership rights over their information.  This means the ACCS must approve 

any use of and publication of their information, consultation outcomes, program 

reports etc.  Reports must not be published in a form that identifies individuals.  

All questionnaires and other research tools should be thoroughly checked over 

and test run with key people in the ACCS. Photographs and other visual 

material should only be used with the consent of the individual, family and/or 

appropriate ACCS authority. 

• Any research proposal must, in addition to being fully discussed with the local 

ACCS, be submitted, with the community’s agreement, to the appropriate  

Research Ethics Committee in Victoria. 

 

Effective Partnerships 

Effective partnerships for improving health and well-being outcomes for the  

community will involve a sharing of power between organisations and the identification 

of mutual benefits. 
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Programs which result from effective partnerships with Council provide opportunities 

to put something additional back into the local ACCS, for example by employing local  

people.  

Quote from the National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation 

(NACCHO) 

"Health does not simply mean the physical well being of an individual but 

refers to the social, emotional and cultural well being of the whole 

community. For Aboriginal people this is seen in terms of the whole of life 

view incorporating the cyclical concept of life - death - and the relationship 

to the land. Health care services should strive to achieve the state where 

every individual is able to achieve their full potential as a human being of 

their community."  
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APPENDIX 11 

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION 

 

NATIONAL 

Indigenous Australians often have the poorest health of any identifiable sub-

population in Australia. They have a higher health risk and generally die 

earlier than other Australians according to 2006 Australian Institute of Health 

and Welfare ATSI statistics. Life expectancy for indigenous males was 56 

years compared to 76.6 years for non indigenous men and 63 years for 

indigenous females compared to 82 years for non indigenous  females. 

Evidence suggests that indigenous people continue to suffer the greatest 

burden of ill health in all areas than for the rest of the population.  

 

Social determinants which affect indigenous Victorians more highly than non-

Indigenous, include transport access, financial stress and low income, 

education, and employment and they are more likely to be living in rental 

accommodation (62.2 per cent compared to 19.4 of non-Indigenous) 

according to DHS 2005 data. 

 

LOCAL 

The ABS 2006 indentifies 638 Indigenous people on the Peninsula, 

predominantly living in the key regional areas of Hastings, Rosebud, 

Mornington and Rye . (http://www.id.com.au/profile/Default.aspx?id=118) 

 

The majority of indigenous communities in the southern region are located in 

Greater Dandenong, Casey, Mornington Peninsula and Frankston.  There are 

a high proportion of young persons ( 52% under 25 years). 
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APPENDIX 12 

 BOUNDARY MAP 


