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1. BACKGROUND  
In March 2013, Mornington Peninsula Shire engaged the consultants Land Design Partnership Pty. Ltd., to commence the 
preparation of a Master Plan for the Balnarring Recreation Reserve. There is currently no general Master Plan for the Reserve. 

The State Government has provided funds of $300,000 for the construction of netball courts and other improvements in the 
reserve. The sports clubs based at the reserve have undertaken preliminary investigations into the possible location of the 
proposed netball courts and the potential layout of a formalised car park. Council has prepared a detailed Development Plan for 
a proposed pavilion redevelopment under Council's Pavilion Strategy.  

This Master Plan consolidates these proposed improvements, and provides a development and management framework for the 
reserve in order to guide not only these projects but also decision making for future improvements in the Reserve.  The Master 
Plan addresses issues such as provision of sport and recreation facilities, opportunities for informal recreation, traffic and 
parking and environmental management.  Through the Master Plan it is intended that outdoor recreation and sports 
participation will be fostered, community connections enhanced and natural values protected and enhanced.   

The Master Plan has benefited from contributions from key stakeholders, user groups and the local community.  Those taking 
part in the consultation process have been encouraged to provide feedback on what they consider to be the constraints of 
Balnarring Recreation Reserve and importantly what they consider to be great opportunities for the Reserve.    

As a result of this input, the Master Plan directions reflect many of the views contributed during the consultation process.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
Figure 1: Location of Reserve
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2. INTRODUCTION 
5.1 OBJECTIVES  
The key objective for the Master Plan, as outlined in the Project Brief, was to focus on improvements in the reserve which 
provide opportunities that: 

 Support sports participation; 

 Foster participation in healthy outdoor recreation activities; 

 Enhance community connections; 

 Preserve and enhance natural values; 

 Provide broad community benefit; 

 Maintain small rural/coastal township character; 

 Demonstrate sustainability; 

 Reflect the needs and aspirations of the community and key stakeholders; 

 Identify achievable 'community capital' opportunities; 

 Are realistic and achievable for the Shire to fund through the existing State Government grant, club 
contributions, community capital contributions and via contributions from the Shire's delivery programs such as 
Pavilion Strategy improvements, Playground Strategy, Toilet Strategy and Master Plan implementation. 

5.2 PROCESS 
In developing the study the Master Plan will take the following approach: 

2.2.1 Analysis and Research 
This will consist of an assessment of: 

 Strategic Context - the strategic (planning and policy) setting 

 Physical Context - the physical setting; identifying values, opportunities and issues relating to existing site 
conditions 

2.2.2 Consultation 
Throughout the project discussions have taken place with  

 Mornington Peninsula Shire officers with an interest in the reserve  

 Red Hill Ward councillor 

 key stakeholders, relevant community groups and residents with an interest in the area,  

 other agencies with an interest in the reserve. 

 The Consultation process has included: 

 a direct mail out to local residents, providing information about the project and a feedback form; 

 project information, including a feedback form, outlined on the Shire website; 

 individual stakeholder interviews 

 interviews with the relevant Shire officers 
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2.2.3 Draft Master Plan 
The Draft Master Plan provides recommendations for improvement options and best fit locations for current and 
proposed future activities and/or facilities at the Reserve based on findings from the analysis and consultation stages. 

The community consultation during the public exhibition process included: 

 a direct mail out of the poster to approximately 450 local residents; 

 an advertisement placed in the Balnarring Bridge Newsletter, available throughout Balnarring; 

 two large signs displaying the plan, located at the entrances to the reserve oval; 

 direct email to reserve stakeholders; 

 copies of the draft plans made available for review in the Shire offices at rosebud, Mornington and Hastings; 

 the draft report and feedback forms located on the Shire website; 

 Individual meetings with reserve stakeholders. 

The report is now finalised and presented to Council for adoption. 

2.2.4 Final Long Term Master Plan 
The Final report provides commentary on the comments received during the exhibition period. 

The Final Master Plan will outline directions and recommendations for implementation over the following five to ten 
years.  
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3. CONTEXT  
3.1 TOWN CONTEXT 
Balnarring Recreation Reserve is located on Balnarring Road on the outskirts of the township and is connected to the township 
by three shared trails, a sealed path along Balnarring road, an earth surfaced roadside trail along Warrawee Road, and another 
shared trail north along Balnarring Road.  

The reserve services the township’s primary sport and open space needs and currently provides the following amenities: 

 sports oval - junior football and cricket; 

 cricket practice nets; 

 sport pavilion; 

 public toilet; 

 informal recreation space for activities such as dog walking; 

The closest play space is in the nearby Mechanics Institute Park on the opposite side of Balnarring Road. 

The reserve is DEPI managed Crown Land with Mornington Peninsula Shire as Committee of Management. 

3.1.1 Other Open Space in Balnarring Township. 
Throughout Balnarring township there are a number of other public open space areas, offering a range of recreation and trail 
opportunities including: 

 

Name  Provisions 

Balnarring Recreation Reserve club based / organised active recreation (cricket, football) 
Mechanics Institute Park neighbourhood park, with playground 
Civic Court Reserve  former rail reserve, currently the subject of a master plan 
  process 
 Tennis Club and Lawn Bowls Club, located at the southern 
 end of Civic Court Reserve 
 Playground, Car park, BBQ, Public toilet, located adjacent 
 to Civic Court Reserve  
Seascape Avenue park 2 small neighbourhood parks, 1 with a playground 
Stumpy Gully Road neighbourhood park, with playground 
Civic Square Promenade pocket park within Village commercial centre 
Emu Plains Reserve/Balnarring Racecourse picnic horse races, market space, bushland reserve 
Hanns Creek Reserve Dog off leash area 
Balbirooroo Wetlands Walking Trail 

 
This comparative analysis reveals the significance of the Recreation Reserve as the primary active recreation venue for the 
Balnarring Community 
 
3.2 PLANNING AND POLICY CONTEXT 
3.2.1 Planning Controls 
The Reserve is zoned PPRZ (Public Park Recreation Zone) within the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme. The purpose of 
the zone is: 

 To recognise areas for public recreation and open space. 

 To protect and conserve areas of significance where appropriate. 

 To provide for commercial uses where appropriate. 
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Overlays applying to the Reserve are: 

 ESO 4 – Environmental Significance Overlay Schedule 4 
The overlay applies to the broad area within which the Reserve sits. The overlay has the following environmental objectives: 

 
 To protect and conserve the environmental systems, bio diversity, native vegetation, habitat areas, land and soil 

stability, drainage patterns, and stream quality of this area. 

 To promote the sustainable development of rural land and integrated land and catchment management, 
including the retention and enhancement of habitat corridors and wetlands. 

 To ensure that subdivision and development density is compatible with maintaining the long term natural, 
agricultural and landscape values of this area. 

 To promote siting and design of buildings and works that is responsive to the undulating rural landscape 
character and vistas of this area, and that maintains the scenic value of roads and recreation routes. 

 ESO 19 – Environmental Significance Overlay Schedule 19 
The overlay applies to areas of alluvial plain and reclaimed swamp on the Mornington Peninsula, which support characteristic 
vegetation communities, are an integral element of the environmental systems that support biodiversity. These areas may have 
limited drainage capacity. This overlay has the following environmental objectives: 

 To protect the stability and environmental values of alluvial plains and reclaimed swamp with characteristic 
vegetation communities. 

 To avoid contamination of ground water and the degradation of significant habitat areas. 
 To limit development within environmentally sensitive areas. 

 ESO 28 – Environmental Significance Overlay Schedule 28 
The overlay applies to areas of remnant bushland. These areas may have limited drainage capacity. This overlay has the 
following environmental objectives: 

 To protect and conserve native vegetation and habitat areas, including those of rare, threatened and 
endangered flora and fauna species, from clearing, degradation or fragmentation. 

 To protect and conserve habitat corridors, including land with a minimum width of 30 metres on both sides of a 
streamline. 

 To arrest and reverse the decline of remnant native vegetation, and to achieve a net increase in native 
vegetation within the Shire over time. 

 To promote the maintenance of ecological processes and biodiversity. 

 To promote the implementation of regional catchment strategies, regional vegetation plans and other natural 
resource management strategies. 

 To conserve the Shire’s vegetation based landscape assets. 

 To avoid the loss or detrimental modification of native vegetation through grazing, cropping and other forms of 
agriculture. 

 To ensure that trees are cleared from no more than 10 percent of the land effected by this schedule and 
understorey from no more than a further 30 percent of the land effected by this schedule. 

 SLO 3 - Significant Landscape Overlay Schedule 3 
The overlay applies to a number of scenic roads across the Peninsula, including Balnarring Road. While not applying to the 
Reserve, it clearly impacts the interface of the Reserve with Balnarring Road. The Balnarring Road vegetation has recently 
been cleared by powerline contractors. The overlay has the following environmental objectives: 

 To ensure that the scenic and recreational value of scenic routes throughout the Peninsula is not compromised 
by the inappropriate siting and design of buildings. 
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 To maintain the asset of a varied network of scenic roads, featuring roadside vegetation and having regard to 
construction standards appropriate to the function of each road. 

 VPO 2 -  Vegetation Protection Overlay Schedule 2 
The overlay applies to the southern and south-western boundaries of the Reserve, and is intended to protect treelines within 
roadside reserves, along streamlines and within properties which form important habitat and landscape elements on the 
Mornington Peninsula. Many treelines, including those composed of non- indigenous trees, such as Monterey or Radiata Pines, 
are culturally significant elements of the Peninsula landscape. The overlay has the following objectives: 

 To protect and conserve native vegetation and habitat areas, including those of rare, threatened and 
endangered flora and fauna species, along roadsides, streamlines, linear reserves and other treelines. 

 To maintain the high landscape quality of roadsides and other areas. 

 To maintain and enhance the habitat value and corridor function of treelines. 

 To ensure consideration of the cultural and landscape significance of all treelines, including those composed of 
introduced vegetation species, such as Monterey or Radiata Pines. 

 To ensure that proposals for replacement planting have regard to both environmental and cultural landscape 
values. 

 To encourage strategic replanting programs, using suitable species, to provide for the long term maintenance of 
landscape values. 

3.2.2 Existing Policies and Strategies 
During the research and analysis phase of the study a number of relevant local and state policies, previous studies and 
planning controls were reviewed in order to inform the Master Plans.  

Relevant policies and strategies include: 

Mornington Peninsula Open Space Strategy (2003) 

The Open Space Strategy looks broadly at Open Space throughout the Shire and defines the vision for open space within 
Mornington Peninsula Shire as: 

“A unique well planned and integrated open space environment that is highly valued and offers a range of 
opportunities” 

Within the Strategy, Balnarring Recreation Reserve is classified as a ‘‘Sporting Reserve’ with a ‘minor’ level oval.  

Sporting Reserves are defined within the Strategy as: 

 “reserves that provide for the needs of a range of outdoor sporting and recreation needs in the community.” 

Within the Open Space Strategy, Balnarring township is identified as a ‘small area’. The open space priorities in ‘small area’ 
townships are identified as: 

 Sporting Reserves (potential for additional requirements) 
 Township parks. 
 Playgrounds. 
 Trails integrated with pathway network. 

 

Mornington Peninsula Shire Active Sports Strategy (2012) 

The Active Sports Strategy assists the Mornington Peninsula Shire to plan for the future provision of sports and sporting 
infrastructure throughout the municipality. The study involved three major market research components, including: analysing 
current sports participation and provision in the Shire, assessing state and national sporting trends and undertaking extensive 
community consultation process with residents, schools, sporting clubs, leagues, associations and peak sporting bodies. 

Sports are broadly defined as; ‘active, organised and structured sports, which utilise Shire facilities and are represented by a 
peak body’. 
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The Shire’s core objective, in terms of sports provision is to create an environment where participation is maximised. 

Of relevance, the Active Sports Strategy identifies: 

 potential relationships between sports and community activities;  
 the synergies between active and passive recreation,  
 balancing provision of active sports facilities and resources against general passive recreation infrastructure 

such as trails.  
 an overall perspective on the Shire’s aspirations to meet the needs of its growing community. 
 strategies for development of new sports and recreation activities 
 strategies to provide information about activities for older adults and fully accessible facilities for recreation 

activities. 
 strategies to provide targeted information for older adults about facilities and activities to encourage 

participation, social connectedness and health and well being. 
 

In terms of this Master Plan project, the Strategy identified that demand for sporting facilities is beyond the current supply.  

Renovations of many sportsgrounds and their facilities are required to make their operations more sustainable and provide 
facilities which offer broader community use. Programs such as Sports Lighting will increase ground usage times and help to 
ease current pressures. Sharing of club facilities between clubs will also assist. 

Soccer was identified as a key growth sport requiring additional training and competition facilities to satisfy current a future 
projected demand. The nearest club to Balnarring is based at Bittern. There is no capacity for soccer facilities at the Balnarring 
Recreation Reserve 

The Shire’s draft Netball Strategy (2013) identifies the need for new netball courts in Balnarring 

Community Capital Building (Infrastructure Projects) Policy 
The purpose of this Policy, and its associated protocols, is to provide direction and guidance to community groups and 
individuals proposing to undertake projects and carry out works on Council assets or on land owned and controlled by Council. 

This policy is designed to facilitate community capital building projects and to forge a stronger partnership between Council and 
the many community groups interested in developing and improving community assets. The intention of this policy is to make 
clear the level and types of assistance that Council will provide to groups undertaking works on Council assets and on land 
owned and controlled by Council. 

Offers of community help are encouraged for the development of community infrastructure projects in order to achieve: 

Social benefits that participants gain from being involved in a community project  
 drawing the community together to build social capital (community cohesion and resilience) 
 engaging the community in the project to ensure that what is to be delivered will be what they want to use 
 engendering a sense of ‘community ownership’ (including discouraging others from damaging it) 
 fostering skills within the community (to the extent that this is possible). 

Financial benefits 
 delivering a project sooner than it would be delivered if it waits its turn for full funding via Council’s budget 

process 
 achieving an overall lower project cost by using voluntary labour (and possibly donated materials and services). 

Community groups may approach Council for assistance to work with them to develop or improve community facilities or assets 
for projects from less than $10,000.00 to more than $100,000.00.  Different approvals and processes are generally required 
depending on the scale and form of the project. 

The recommendations of this Master Plan include projects that could be undertaken by interested community and sports 
groups in partnership with Council.  As such the terms of the Community Capital Building (Infrastructure Projects) Policy will 
provide guidelines for how such projects could be implemented, and is a key reference for the sports clubs. 
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Health and Wellbeing Plan (2003) 
The Health and Well Being Plan is designed to help create, sustain and enhance healthy vibrant communities on the 
Mornington Peninsula.  The Mornington Peninsula Shire is committed to supporting and strengthening its diverse communities 
through planning and implementing strategies which facilitate optimal health and well being outcomes.   

The identified Values of the Plan include: 

 

 Healthy Places and Spaces: Quality natural and built environments that contribute to good health and 
community well being. 

 Healthy Lifestyle Choices: Individual and community responsibility that encourages healthy living. 
 Active Local Communities: Creation of and support for opportunities and involvement in community life. 
 Quality of Life For All: Fair and just access to community resources and empowerment. 
 Sense of Hope and Belonging: Community well being and confidence through meaningful connection to 

community and place, experiencing hope and happiness. 
 

As such, for continued community wellbeing, it is important that the Master Plan for Balnarring Recreation Reserve outline 
initiatives which meet these Values, in the provision of a high quality, accessible, socially inclusive, open space environment. 

 

Mornington Peninsula Shire Playground Strategy (2008) 
This Strategy aims to improve the quality and accessibility of play opportunities for the community and to establish a realistic 
set of policies to guide the Shire in future development.  This document examines the quality and distribution of playgrounds in 
the Shire and establishes principles and policies about such issues as park and playground design, benchmarks for 
playgrounds, use of CCA treated pine in playgrounds, use of fencing in playgrounds, access for children and adults with 
disability and shade protection in playgrounds. 

The provision of playground facilities at both Balnarring Recreation Reserve and the Mechanics Reserve will be guided by the 
Playground Strategy, which schedules replacement of the Mechanics Reserve equipment in 2013/14. 

 
Public Toilet Strategy (2012) 
The Public Toilet Strategy was developed by Mornington Peninsula Shire to ensure public toilets are provided where they are 
needed throughout the municipality and that are fit-for-purpose. The Strategy sets out a star rating for toilets to ensure that they 
are cost effective to achieve whilst providing an acceptable standard. The Strategy has a two stage ranking process for 
refurbishment of toilets and for new facilities. The first stage is an evaluation of the proposed location against four criteria to 
determine level of usage.  A proposal must pass this stage before going onto the second stage, which priorities the proposals. 

While it is noted that the proposal for an upgrade of the Balnarring Recreation Reserve pavilion is likely to include public toilets, 
any proposal for new and/or refurbished public toilets put forward for funding, must first meet the evaluation conditions.  
Funding is not guaranteed as proposals for new public toilets must compete against other building projects for funding. 

 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Shared Trails Strategy (2003) 
This Strategy was prepared for the entire Mornington Peninsula Shire area, with particular emphasis given to meeting the 
needs of existing and anticipated populations, while ensuring balanced recreational use within a significant natural 
environment.   

The strategy was designed to: 

 provide a clear vision and direction regarding the purpose, provision, development priorities, management and 
use of the shared trail network 

 provide direction regarding priority actions necessary to achieve the vision over the next   5 -10 years. 
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This strategy is comprised of: 

 a vision for shared trails within the Mornington Peninsula Shire, 
 broad strategies that will form the basis of an action plan,  
 an action plan, providing details of tasks under each strategy area and including priority timing, and 

responsibility for each action. 
 

Of relevance to the Balnarring Recreation Reserve Master Plan, the Strategy makes the following recommendations for funding 
new trails in and around Balnarring: 

  

 Develop north-south and east-west shared trail connections across the shire. 
 Provision of continuous shared trails from Somerville to Balnarring; and Balnarring to Rosebud were rated as 

a High to Moderate priority, within a Short to Long term timeframe. 
 Develop Moderate Priority Secondary Trails (6 – 10 years) along Balnarring Road from Gillett Road to 

Moorooduc Road. 
 Develop Low Priority Secondary Trails (11+ years) on Balnarring Foreshore Reserve, along Balnarring Beach 

Road from Sandy Point Road to Balnarring Beach, and along Coolart Road from Myers Road to Balnarring 
Racecourse. 

 
Implementation of this Strategy is currently funded by Council. The Master Plan should reflect the above connections, where 
appropriate. 
 
Mornington Peninsula Bicycle Strategy 2010 
This Strategy has a partially funded implementation program  

Draft Roadside Equestrian and Mountain Bike Trails Strategy (2012) 
This Strategy revises and updates the 1997 Equestrian Strategy and defines a revised ‘designated’ trail network, identifies 
further proposed future trails, details principles for a service delivery standard for maintenance of trails and defines measures 
for protecting significant local natural and cultural values, amongst other outcomes. 

There are recommendations within the strategy for specific trail improvements to the existing trails along Warrawee Road and 
Balnarring Road to the north and south of the Reserve, which form part of the revised trail network and which provide access to 
Balnarring Reserve for pedestrians, horse riders and cyclists.  
 
Sports Pavilion Strategy 2012 
The Sports Pavilion Strategy provides Council with a framework for the upgrade of the Shire’s existing sports pavilions, many of 
which no longer meet current standards of community or sporting associations. The Strategy provides design guidelines for 
new or redeveloped pavilions so that they best meet the needs of the community. All of the Shire’s existing pavilions were 
audited and ranked according to need. The pavilion at Balnarring Recreation Reserve is ranked in the top 10 pavilions for 
redevelopment. Detailed design works for the pavilion are scheduled to commence ion 2014/15. 

Preliminary Draft Unsealed Car Parks Strategy 2013 

This Strategy is currently in development. It will prioritise unsealed car parks for improvement and consider the directions from 
particular car parks identified in Reserve master plans. Some car parks will be identified for sealing in future strategy 
implementation programs. 
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4. THE EXISTING SITE 
4.1 OVERVIEW 
The Balnarring Recreation Reserve precinct is an area of approximately 4 hectares, made up of a single Crown Land title. The 
Reserve is the primary active recreation venue for the Balnarring township. 

The Reserve is located at 95 Balnarring Road, Balnarring, opposite the intersection with Warrawee Road, approximately 1.5Km 
north-west of the Balnarring central township area. 

Existing tenant clubs are the Balnarring Junior Football Club, who use the Reserve for both training and competition, and the 
Balnarring Cricket Club who use the Reserve for both senior and junior training and competition.  

The Balnarring Junior Football Club was established in 2005 and fielded 6 teams in the 2013 season and has the capacity to 
host 5 games on any given Sunday. On home game days, the reserve is used from 8.30 am until 4.30 pm.  Training is 
conducted 4 nights per week.  

The Balnarring Auskick program is a feeder to the Junior football Club and utilises the reserve to conduct its activities. 

The Balnarring Cricket Club was established around 1880 and currently participates in both senior and junior competitions in 
the Mornington Peninsula Cricket Association (MPCA). The club utilises the reserve 6 days a week during the cricket season 
for both training and matches. There is an average of about 100 people attending training on any given day. 

The seniors club fields 4 teams in different grades in the MPCA and draws players from Balnarring as well as neighbouring 
townships 

The juniors club fields 4 teams in the MPCA. 

The Milo In2Cricket program is also conducted by Balnarring Cricket Club, with activities undertaken at the reserve. The 
program averages around 30paricipants each season and is considered an important feeder program in to club cricket.     

The Balnarring Netball Club will be a future tenant when courts are built and the pavilion is upgraded as proposed in this 
master plan. The club was established in 1997 and currently participates in the Mornington Peninsula Netball Association 
(MPNA) and Frankston District Netball Association (FDNA).  

The Club has in excess of 150 members, with teams in both senior and junior competitions. Junior netball training takes place 
at Balnarring Primary School. There are no change rooms or storage facilities at the school. The club conducts training 3 times 
per week, with between 50 – 60 people attending on any given night. 

The reserve previously included two tennis courts in the area proposed for new netball courts (approximately 40 – 50 years 
ago). Balnarring’s netball courts were previously located at the current tennis club site in Civic Court, and later in the area 
which is now the Uniting Church car park on Balnarring Beach Road. 

 

 

 

   
Figure 2: Existing oval
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Figure 3: Existing Site  
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4.2 OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION  
The Reserve provides a large area of open space, within which are the following recreation facilities and spaces:  

i) Main Oval 
The Reserve is visually dominated by the main central oval, which caters for Junior Football training and competition 
and Senior and Junior Cricket training and competition. The oval is smaller than Australian standards (approximately 
145m x 115m), and so does not cater for senior football, and is aligned in an east-west, rather than the usual north-
south orientation. The oval has a central artificial cricket pitch, which is aligned to comply with current standards (i.e. 
within 15 degrees east of north) and so is suited to both junior and senior competition. 

In addition to these formal recreation uses the oval also provides for some informal recreation such as dog walking.  

The oval is edged by a standard chain mesh fence approximately 1000mm in height. The oval also has a range of 
associated supporting infrastructure including: 

 AFL goals 

 Four lights poles (used during football training) and which meet current Australian Standards for sports 
lighting 

 Three coaches boxes 

 A manual scoreboard 

          

          

          
Figure 4: Existing oval and surrounding infrastructure  
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ii) Cricket Training Nets 
A set of cricket training nets is located to the north-west of the main oval. Five nets are currently provided. These 
have relatively short side nets, and limited overhead nets. The nets are open and so are all available for both club 
and community use. The existing run up area for the nets traverses a gravel vehicle access track, which is not ideal.  

  
Figure 5: Existing cricket training nets  

iii) Passive Recreation Spaces and Facilities 
Whilst there is considerable passive open space within the Recreation Reserve, it is largely underutilised.  This is due 
to a number of factors, including: 

 Lack of provision of formal passive recreation facilities 

 Lack of play facilities, discouraging some broader family use of the Reserve  

 Presence of a range of vegetation, some with protection through the Planning Scheme and the Native 
Vegetation Framework, as well as some mature Pine and Cypress species and dense weedy understory. 

 Limited visual access from Balnarring Road into the Reserve. 

 
The nearby Mechanics Reserve provides a small area of passive open space, but has no formal use or facilities other 
than a local level playground and a memorial for the former hall which was located on the site. 

 
4.2.1 Key Issues to be considered in the Master Plan: 

Key issues associated with open space and recreation spaces and facilities include: 

 The existing cricket nets are currently in poor condition and present some risk to other users during cricket 
training 

 There is a lack of opportunity for informal passive recreation on the Reserve 

 There is a lack of facilities to allow for the potential relocation of the Balnarring Netball Club 

 Some existing support infrastructure (particularly coaches boxes and the scoreboard) are likely to require 
upgrade during the term of the master plan 

 The heavily weed infested bushland areas make retrieval of sports balls difficult, and require rehabilitation. 
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4.3 BUILT FACILITIES  
Built facilities within the Reserve are: 

i) The Sports Pavilion 
The existing pavilion contains clubrooms for the Balnarring Junior Football Club and the Balnarring Cricket Club, as 
well as change rooms, toilets and a small kitchen / kiosk space. A shaded external seating venue is located on the 
north-eastern edge of the pavilion, provided by a small shade fabric structure.  
The pavilion is in need of upgrade and is spatially inadequate for the needs of the current clubs, let alone any 
potential new tenant clubs (such as the Balnarring Netball Cub). This is demonstrated by the presence of a number of 
shipping containers and temporary buildings adjacent the pavilion to provide additional storage and clubroom space. 
The area around the buildings also floods periodically during heavy rains  
In response to this need for additional space, an upgrade of the pavilion is proposed by the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire in the 2013 / 14 financial year, following detailed design and calling of tenders. Preliminary concept plans have 
been prepared and have been used in the preparation of the master plan (refer Figure 7). 
The detailed design stage of the implementation process for the new pavilion will consider universal design principles 
applicable to this concept plan in more detail.   

          

          

          
 

Figure 6: Existing pavilion and support structures  
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Figure 7: Proposed Sports Pavilion Concept Plan 

 
ii) The Toilet Block 
The existing public toilet block is in poor condition and does not meet current standards of security or amenity. It is 
proposed that a new public toilet be incorporated into the new sports pavilion, allowing the existing facility to be 
demolished and removed. In turn, the removal of the toilet block will open a new space able to be used to provide for 
proposed new or enhanced uses, including the netball courts and cricket nets.  

          
 

Figure 8: Existing toilet block  

 
4.3.1 Key Issues to be considered in the Master Plan: 

Key issues associated with the built facilities of the Reserve include: 

 The existing pavilion is scheduled for replacement in the next two years, and the proposed footprint of the 
pavilion needs to be incorporated into the master plan, allowing for external spaces and required access. 

 The existing toilet block is outdated and is proposed to be removed. The additional space made available by its 
removal needs to be considered in the master plan, to enhance the use of the Reserve, both by tenant clubs and 
the general community. 
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4.4 ENVIRONMENT AND VEGETATION  
While the current activity in the Reserve is focussed on the cleared areas associated with the central oval, pavilion and car 
park, the land surrounding the oval is quite heavily vegetated. This vegetation is primarily a mix of native and non native mature 
trees, with an understorey of varying density. From the visual and spatial point of view, the surrounding vegetation provides an 
attractive and memorable setting for the main oval, giving it a strong sense of definition and a “local” character. 

The vegetation surrounding the oval, car park and pavilion has been the subject of two assessments: 

 A flora and fauna assessment undertaken by Brett Lane and Associates in March 2013.  

 An arboricultural assessment undertaken by Tree Logic in March 2013 

The key findings of these assessments are summarised below: 

i) Balnarring Reserve: Flora, Fauna and Net Gain Analysis – Brett Lane and Associates March 2013 
 The site lies within the Gippsland Plain bioregion. 

 EVC mapping indicates that the site and its surrounds would have supported Swampy Riparian Woodland (EVC 83) 
and Grassy Woodland (EVC 175) prior to European settlement. Site review suggests that Swampy Riparian 
Woodland would have occurred across much of the site, except for the south-eastern corner which would have 
supported Grassy Woodland. 

 While the Reserve is dominated by the sports ground and the associated car park, pavilion and amenities, which 
support very little remnant native vegetation, the balance of the Reserve, and the adjacent Balnarring Road reserve, 
supports a number of patches of modified remnant native vegetation 

 The patches of remnant native vegetation generally comprise a canopy of senescing Swamp Gum (Eucalyptus 
ovata), of varying density, over a dense, but species poor understorey of Swamp Paperbark (Melaleuca ericifolia), 
Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon) and invasive Sweet Pittosporum (Pittosporum undulatum). Much of the ground 
layer vegetation is dominated by weeds such as Blackberry (Rubus sp.) and English Ivy (Hedera helix). 

 Some areas supporting patches of native vegetation were apparently sealed with bitumen (as tennis courts 
approximately 40 – 50 years ago), although there is little evidence of this surface today.  

 Areas apart from the patches of remnant native vegetation, support plantings of exotic shelterbelt vegetation, typically 
Cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa) with understory of turf grasses and a mix of agricultural and environmental weeds.  

 In terms of habitat, vegetation within the site is well connected, but structural connection beyond the site to larger 
areas of habitat is limited, comprising a thin and broken line of vegetation along nearby road reserves 

 There is potential that habitat areas might contain a number of threatened flora and fauna species, although this 
would need to be verified by detailed site survey. The Shire Fauna Atlas provides a general indication of species 
present. 

 Drainage throughout the site has been modified from its original form as a wide shallow boggy creek tributary into a 
series of formed earth channel, rendering much of the site free from waterlogging 

 
ii) Arboricultural Assessment, Balnarring Recreation Reserve: Tree Logic March 2013 

 68 trees were inspected across the site, and rated according to their health and structure, particularly in relation to 
public safety and retention. 

 30 trees were attributed a Moderate rating for retention, 27 trees were attributed a Low rating for retention and 10 
trees were given a rating of None, indicating no value for retention. 

 Where trees are to be retained in the vicinity of other development works, tree protection measures will be required, 
as outlined in the report. 
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Figure 9: Typical existing vegetation  

4.4.1 Key Issues to be considered in the Master Plan: 
Key issues associated with the environment and particularly the vegetation of the Reserve include: 

 The landscape of the Reserve is an important element contributing to the attractive and distinctive character of 
the Reserve, and should be considered in the development of the Reserve 

 The Reserve contains some areas of remnant vegetation which may be impacted by the on-going development 
of the Reserve for community recreation use 

 Permits will be required for the removal of some areas of vegetation, under Local Planning Scheme overlays 
 Some existing remnant trees have health or structural issues which impact upon their long-term retention 
 There are a number of trees and lower level weed environmental weed species found at the Reserve. 
 There are opportunities to improve vegetation quality and provide better access to the bushland area with an 

improved trail 
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4.5  CIRCULATION: Vehicle Circulation and Parking; Pedestrian Connections and Trails 
Following is a description of the pedestrian and vehicle movement network into and within the Reserve.   

i) Balnarring Road  

Balnarring Road (C784) is a declared main road under the care and management of VicRoads. It is zoned as Road 
Zone Category 1 within the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme. It is classified as a Class ‘C’ road, in 
accordance with the VicRoads Statewide Route Numbering Scheme. The purpose of a ‘C’ Road is to ‘provide 
important links between Victoria’s rural towns, and are generally two lane sealed undivided roads’.   

While the road pavement is quite narrow, the Balnarring Road reserve is wide, with the Recreation Reserve set back 
approximately 25m from the edge of the pavement. 

Balnarring Road has a posted of 100km/h speed limit to the north of the Reserve, reducing to 80km/h south of the 
Reserve. Since the only access and egress associated with the Reserve is from Balnarring Road, these high speed 
limits create some issues both for vehicles slowing to enter the Reserve and attempting to leave from it.  

The potential to change the speed limit along this section of road is subject to ongoing discussion with VicRoads. 

ii) Balnarring Road Shared Trail   

An existing sealed shared trail runs along Balnarring Road between the central township area and the Recreation 
Reserve. From the township the trail connects to the south west corner of the reserve. This trail provides easy access 
to the Reserve.  There is an earth surface trail north of the reserve along the eastern side of Balnarring road which 
forms part of the designated trail network identified in the Draft Roadside Equestrian and Mountain Bike Trails 
strategy and links to Derrills Road and Devil Bend Natural Features Reserve. This trail is presently little used.  

  
Figure 10: Shared trail access into Reserve from Balnarring township 

 

iii) Warrawee Road Pedestrian Access  

There is an earth surface trail leading to the reserve along Warrawee Road on the western side. This trail  connects 
to Red Hill and beyond. There is also a footpath on the eastern side of Warrawee Road. 

 

iv) Car parking  

Existing car parking within the Reserve is located in two broad areas: 

 An unsealed and broadly informal area to the west of the oval. While the area does not have marked 
parking spaces it is likely to hold around 24 vehicles 

 A more informal overflow area to the north of the oval. 

Both of these areas are inadequate to cater for peak car parking demand, with many junior football crowds exceeding 
available space, leading to informal parking along the verge of Balnarring Road and along Warrawee Road. 
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Figure 11: Existing car parking areas  

 

iv) Paths within the Reserve  

While the Balnarring Road shared trail mentioned above leads directly into the Reserve, there are no formal 
pedestrian or cycling paths within the Reserve. However, there is a narrow informal trail amongst the trees in the east 
of the reserve, emerging at the score board beside the oval. 
 

v) Emergency and Service Vehicle Access 

In addition to car parking, the Reserve needs to cater for larger vehicle access, such as service and maintenance 
vehicle access to the pavilion and emergency vehicle access to the oval. While such access is essentially unimpeded 
at present, the master plan must allow for such access to the upgraded pavilion, in the context of potential new uses. 

4.5.1 Key Issues to be considered in the Master Plan: 
Key issues associated with circulation include: 

 The difficulty of access and egress associated with Balnarring Road, presenting both safety and congestion 
issues 

 The inadequacy of existing car parking, particularly considering the potential for new activities at the Reserve, 
such as netball 

 The lack of pedestrian paths within the Reserve, which limits some potential informal recreation use such as 
walking and jogging 

 Consideration of universal design principles in the design of proposed pedestrian circulation and shared trail 
networks within the reserve 

 The integration of shared circulation paths with viewing areas during use of the main oval.  
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5. CONSULTATION 
Please note.  The material presented here reports on the views of those interviewed and do not represent the views of the 
interviewee, Council officers or Mornington Peninsula Shire Council.   

 
5.1 STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS MONDAY 18TH MARCH 2013 
A meeting was held on site 18th March 2013, with representatives of tenant clubs, to commence the master planning process. 
The purpose of the meeting was to hear about the aspirations of the various clubs for their own membership, as well as 
understanding what each club felt would be of benefit to the wider community. 

The following summarised the key points raised by those attending the meeting. 

5.1.1 Mark Wilson, President; Bernie Kleinig, Vice president & Junior co-ordinator; Matthew Wilton, Treasurer; 
Balnarring Cricket Club 
Cricket club have had plans drawn up for new cricket nets as existing nets are in poor condition and are too short. 

Proposed nets would be fenced with draw nets separating each wicket, and a synthetic grass surface. The space could also be 
utilised as a multi - purpose training area during cricket off season. Side and overhead fences would be required to prevent 
balls landing on the netball courts. 

Ideally 5 nets would be provided, as there are now, but the club could cope with 4.  Would provide arrangements for a 
community net if its protection could be guaranteed. Layout of the nets should consider solar aspect, and also the potential for 
shadows to be cast by surrounding vegetation.   

The majority of cricket training is undertaken in the nets. 

Any proposed lighting to the netball courts could be shared with the cricket nets.   

Vehicle access around nets would need to be managed. 

The area near the existing nets gets very wet, suggesting poor drainage, possibly due to overgrown earthen swale drains on 
Balnarring Road.  

The Cricket Club wish list includes: power for the ball machine used in training, storage for equipment including the ball 
machine (needs to be at least 3m x3m), lighting to the nets, which would also allow this area to be utilised as a multi-purpose 
training area during the winter, lighting to the car park.  

5.1.2 Gavin Taylor, Balnarring Junior Football Club 
The club will be fielding 6 teams this year and has the capacity to host 5 games on any given Sunday. 

The new clubrooms should have a sealed frontage with a veranda/viewing area.  Paving outside the pavilion is not currently 
included in pavilion upgrade works. 

Parking is currently inadequate and needs to be addressed. 

Consideration of the location of a play area. 

The football club wish list includes:  

 upgrades to coaches boxes to weather proof the boxes,  
 upgrades to interchange compound / enclosure, a hard surface would be ideal, potentially a similar enclosure as the 

coaches boxes 
 new timekeepers area - this might possibly be included in the new club room area 
 new electronic scoreboard  

5.1.3 Tanya Shannon, Julie Moncrieff, Balnarring Netball Club 
The Club currently trains on the netball courts at the Primary School 

Happy with the proposed layout of the netball courts as shown on the MAW Civil plan, but would like confirmation that the court 
sizes as shown meet Australian standards for run off zones etc. 

Proximity to cricket nets indicates a reasonable fence between the cricket nets and netball courts would be required, in addition 
low fencing to the car parks would be desirable to prevent children running directly into the car parks. 
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Vehicular access into the reserve is of concern, as is the location of the 100kmh speed limit sign on the township side of the 
reserve on Balnarring Road. 

Netballers currently utilise the trail around Bilbarooroo Wetlands in the training regimes and would welcome a perimeter 
running / walking track with exercise stations at the reserve. 

The club wish list includes: 

 a plexipave / rebound ace court surface - it is safer, longer lasting and all weather 
 preference for static rings that are height adjustable for use by juniors 
 no mulch surfacing to the court surrounds as it ends up on the court surface and is unsafe. 

A playground that caters for all ages (senior/junior) 

Capacity for a coffee shop, or coffee sales within the pavilion 

5.1.4 General discussion with all three clubs and Council Officers indicated: 

 that there would be a preference for tree planting with the car park - potentially possible through design; 
 a perimeter walking track would be utilised by parents at the reserve for junior sports activities as well as for training 
 removal of weeds and understory around the reserve would open up areas - although retention of a green backdrop 

is considered desirable 
 management of unsafe trees is required - an arborist inspection has been performed 
 the reserve is utilised by dog walkers, although it is not a designated off leash area - and people not picking up after 

their dogs is an issue 
 potential to fence the frontage and provide better signage was raised 

Discussion about timing of various projects - would depend on logistics and the potential to stage works. 

It is likely that netball court construction will occur before the pavilion - netball club will have to utilise portable change rooms 

Car park construction could be staged 

5.2 COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE MARCH 2013 
In addition to meeting with tenant clubs, a questionnaire was distributed to the broader Balnarring community, in order to seek 
their view on how they currently use the Reserve, and how it could be improved for general community use. 34 written 
submissions were received during the consultation period. Residents were also asked to comment on preferred playground 
options at the reserve or Mechanics Park.  

The following summarises the key points raised by responses to the questionnaire. 

5.2.1 Written Submissions 

Respondents use the reserve for a variety of pastimes including watching junior football, watching junior cricket, dog walking, 
walking and playing cricket and cricket training. There were some respondents who do not use the reserve but provided some 
suggestions for improvements. 

Suggestions for improvements or changes: 

The most number of respondents felt that the toilets are poor and need to be improved, with improvements to the pavilion and 
car park also ranking high. Other suggestions include improved cricket nets, dealing with overgrown and weed-infested 
vegetation, improvements to the playing surface and vehicle access. 

Suggestions for what should be provided at the reserve included a running / walking / fitness trail, play equipment, netball 
courts, seats, picnic tables, basketball ring, skate park, trout fishing pond, boules or petanque pit, indigenous landscaping, 
horse float area, swimming pool, soccer pitch, barbeque facilities, BMX facilities, provision of "dog poo bags", and a fenced 
leash free area. 

Comments regarding the existing shared trails: 

The most responses to this section requested the retention of the earthen trail and its character on Warrawee Road. Other 
comments include more planting to the paths, the trail to the north on Balnarring Road is overgrown and impassable, use the 
trails to walk the dog, use trails to ride their horse, improve signage, improve signage, the path to the south of the reserve is 
good, joints in the concrete path are uneven, provide a crossing over Balnarring Road at the shops and a path to the reserve 
on the north side of Balnarring Road, there is some cracking in the concrete paths. 
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Comments regarding Mechanics Institute Park: 

A number of respondents commented that play equipment would be better located at Balnarring Reserve, although this was not 
a clear majority, with a number favouring additional and / or  improved equipment at Mechanics Institute. Where provided 
suggestions for improvements include climbing frame, equipment for older children, more swings or a flying fox. 

Other suggestions include removal of dead trees and weeds and replacement with native plantings, provision of park benches, 
picnic tables, a drinking fountain, shelter, basketball ring, netball ring, half size AFL posts, a walking track and exercise 
stations. One respondent suggested removing all play equipment and fencing the park as a fenced leash free area. Other 
suggestions were to develop the park as a native garden. It was also suggested that the park between Pacific Drive and 
Seascape would be a better focus for improvement as it is used by more people. A number of respondents commented that 
they never see anyone using Mechanics Institute reserve and the old play equipment. However some use is apparent with 
informal natural material cubby houses appearing periodically. 
 

Based on the input provided both by resident clubs and the general community, the draft master plan was prepared as the 
basis for further consultation 

5.3 PUBLIC EXHIBITION PERIOD 
The Draft Long term Master Plan for Balnarring recreation Reserve was placed on public exhibition for a period of 8 weeks 
following a resolution at the ordinary Council meeting on 9th September 2013. 

The community consultation during the process of public exhibition included: 

 a direct mail out of the poster to approximately 450 local residents; 

 an advertisement placed in the Balnarring Bridge Newsletter, available throughout Balnarring; 

 two large signs displaying the plan, located at the entrances to the reserve oval; 

 direct email to reserve stakeholders; 

 copies of the draft plans made available for review in the Shire offices at rosebud, Mornington and Hastings; 

 the draft report and feedback forms located on the Shire website; 

 Individual meetings with reserve stakeholders. 

A total of twelve submissions were received during the public exhibition period, all in support of the general proposals in the 
master plan. 

Specific matters raised in the submissions were: 

 the proposals will be a great improvement to local facilities; 

 the improvements will support increased use of the reserve for sport and for passive recreation activities; 

 given the current situation regarding parking is inadequate and parking on the roadside near the reserve is 
dangerous, is the parking provision shown on the plan adequate?; 

 concerns raised over the perceived danger of the entry / exit of the reserve onto Balnarring Road, where the 
speed limit is 100 kmh; 

 a submission requesting consideration of a facility for the use of the Balnarring Scout and Guide groups within 
the reserve; 

 retain the pine trees as a wind break and improve the reserve fencing. 

The majority of the submissions are fully supportive of the proposals in the plan. 

The response to those queries and other submissions is: 

 Parking: the formalisation of car parking within the reserve creates additional space for parking within the reserve, 
whilst preserving some of the existing vegetation where possible. The formalisation of the parking is likely to lead to 
more efficient use of the parking space. The car parking layout and detail will be re-examined during the detailed 
design stage of the implementation process. 
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 Perceived dangerous entry / exit onto Balnarring Road: Balnarring Road is a VicRoads road and responsibility for 
speed limits and turning lanes lies with VicRoads. Shire Officers are liaising with VicRoads and endeavouring to have 
the speed limit reduced and the 80 kmh zone extended. 

 Submission by the Scouts and Guides: Scouts and Guides are seeking a dedicated space that would cater for 
sleepovers and outdoor activities. Their proposal advocates utilising the current pavilion building as well as a new 
storage shed for sole use by scouts and guides. They propose that a new pavilion is built for the sports clubs in a 
different location. They would seek funding contributions from the Victorian Scouts Association. 

This proposal is not supported for the following reasons: 

- The investigations undertaken during the concept plan stage for the pavilion determined that  
“an entire new build is the most feasible option considering the condition of the existing building,...different 
extensions over the years and the low lying floor making it susceptible to flooding.” 

- There is insufficient space in the reserve for two pavilions and an additional storage shed. The objective of 
the new pavilion is to provide a single multi - use facility that caters for the needs of the community. 

- The new pavilion will be sited in the same location as the existing in order to meet budgetary constraints, as 
relocating the pavilion would result in additional cost associated with the relocation of services. 

Shire Officers will work with the Scouts and Guides to improve facilities at Somers and  / or seek an alternative venue 
for their activities. 

Sport and Recreation Victoria (SRV) made a detailed submission, generally supportive of the plan but with questions for 
consideration regarding the location of specific facilities and the potential opportunities to reconfigure these for optimum 
location, orientation and connectivity. These included: 

 orienting netball courts directly north – south; 

 multi - use line marking of the netball courts  for public tennis 

  consideration of redevelopment and enlargement of the oval to a north south orientation to cater for senior 
football in the future; 

 reconsidering the location of the playground so that it is closer to amenities and parking; 

 relocation of the public toilets, as the proposed location within the  new pavilion is not considered ideal; 

 giving consideration to relocating the pavilion; 

  providing more details regarding the function of the exercise path, particularly how it will function during busy 
times; 

 giving consideration to a turning lane into the reserve from Balnarring Road; 

 improving car access to the pavilion for emergency access and deliveries etc; 

 considering universal design principles in more detail 

 providing SRV with  ongoing involvement in the development of the pavilion as the implementation moves into 
detailed design 

A subsequent meeting was held with representatives from SRV, the Shire and the consultant landscape architects to discuss 
these issues. 

It was agreed that the detailed design stage of the implementation process of the master plan would: 

 investigate the potential for a north south orientation for the netball courts; 

 encompass universal design principles; 

It was also agreed that there is insufficient space in the reserve to realign and enlarge the oval. Balnarring Junior Football Club 
currently acts as a feeder club to other senior football clubs in the region and there is currently no demand for a senior football 
club in Balnarring. 

Balnarring Tennis club is located within the Civic Court Reserve and has a total of 8 courts, which currently meets the demand 
for tennis within Balnarring. Further tennis courts within the town are not required. 
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The location of the new pavilion was determined during the concept plan stage of implementation of the new pavilion, and was 
retained in the existing location to minimise costs associated with the relocation of services.  

The playground has been located to allow for sight lines between the playground and the other sporting facilities within the 
reserve.  

Developing a turning lane into the reserve from Balnarring Road is a VicRoads responsibility. 

Shire Officers will continue to liaise with SRV regarding the pavilion development as the implementation moves into detailed 
design. 

 

The Draft Long term Master Plan was submitted to the Department of Environment and Primary Industry (DEPI), who are the 
managers of the reserve, with the Shire acting as Committee of Management. 

The response from DEPI was wholly supportive of the Draft Long Term Master Plan. DEPI acknowledges that the Master Plan  
recognises the growing recreation needs of the community while protecting the natural values of the reserve for future 
generations. 
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6. MASTER PLAN DIRECTIONS 
 In response to the issues outlined above, the master plan proposes the following key directions, as shown on the 

Master Plan: 

6.1 OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION 
6.1.1 Construct 3 plexipave netball courts as a training venue for the Balnarring Netball Club, in place of the clubs current use 

of the Balnarring Primary School courts. The courts should have a range of supporting infrastructure including: 

 1200mm high perimeter chain mesh fencing 

 Shelter / coaches box to each court 

 Lighting to 100lux in accordance with AS 2560.2.4 Lighting for outdoor netball and basketball 
 

The court space shown on the master plan is in accordance with relevant standards and provides competition level run-
off areas around courts.  

The detailed design stage of implementation of the master plan is to investigate whether a north south orientation of the 
courts is achievable given the existing space constraints within the reserve. 

Construction of the courts will require demolition of the existing cricket practice nets and some removal of regrowth 
vegetation. 

6.1.2 Construct new cricket practice nets, with a partial wire roof, replacing the current facility. The new practice net facility is 
proposed to have five pitches, replacing the current five, with four pitches being 3600mm wide and the fifth 3200mm 
wide. The pitches are proposed to have a full perimeter fence, with retractable nets between the four wider pitches. The 
installation of the retractable nets will provide the flexibility for the pitch are to become a large open space usable for 
training associated with activities other than cricket. The fifth pitch will remain open for community use. 

6.1.3 Provide a complete path to the perimeter of the main oval, constructed of compacted crushed gravel. This path will 
provide for both training and informal recreation activity, such as walking and jogging, as well as providing an improved 
space for spectator viewing at the edge of the oval during competition. As indicated on the Master Plan drawing, it is 
proposed to install a number of local fitness stations to facilitate the use of the Reserve by the general community for 
fitness and exercise. The path will be a minimum of 2500mm in width and will be connected with other key spaces 
within the Reserve, as well as to the Balnarring Road Shared Trail.  

 The detailed design stage of implementation of the master plan is to consider universal design principles and the 
function of an oval perimeter path during oval usage in determining the width of the paths within the reserve.  

6.1.4 Install a local level playground in the vicinity if the proposed cricket nets. This playground will not only provide a 
complementary activity for Reserve users associated with formal sports activity, but will also encourage some broader 
community use of the Reserve outside of organised sports activity times. The playground has been located to avoid 
conflicts with vehicle movement, and to be clear of any conflict areas associated with sports activity (e.g. away from 
AFL goals and away from the end of cricket training nets). The playground should be designed to be integrated with 
existing vegetation, for the benefit of both the vegetation and the experience of using the playground. Detailed design of 
the playground will be subject to the implementation of the Mornington Peninsula Playground Strategy or via the master 
plan implementation program. The playground should cater for older and younger children and reflect the natural 
bushland setting. 

6.1.5 Upgrade existing play equipment at the Mechanics Reserve. This Reserve should remain a neighbourhood level space, 
providing for the local neighbourhood within walking distance. As such it is not proposed to greatly expand the 
Mechanics Reserve playground, but rather to upgrade it in line with current standards. 

6.1.6 Install, over time, new supporting infrastructure to the perimeter of the main oval and around the netball courts and 
playground. As indicated on the  Master Plan this will include: 

 New coaches boxes (Club) 

 New timekeepers box (Club) 

 Future electronic scoreboard (Club) 

 Seating (Shire) 
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Figure 12: Potential fitness stations 
 

 
 
Figure 13: Potential coaches boxes 
 

6.2 BUILT FACILITIES 
6.2.1 Construct new sports pavilion in accordance with Mornington Peninsula Shire Sports Pavilion Implementation 

Programme. The pavilion implementation should include relevant outdoor areas, particularly on the oval side, to allow 
for safe and comfortable congregation of spectators. 

 The detailed design stage of the pavilion implementation is to consider universal design principles.  Shire officers are to 
continue liaison with SRV through the pavilion design process 

6.2.2 Demolish existing toilet block, in co-ordination with the implementation of the new pavilion. 

6.2.3 Remove existing relocatable buildings (umpire change rooms etc) and all shipping containers once new pavilion is 
constructed 

6.2.4 Provide a new storage shed for the cricket club to store their bowling machine and other equipment adjacent to the new 
cricket practice nets, following their construction. 

 

6.3 ENVIRONMENT AND VEGETATION 
6.3.1 Remove all unsafe trees in the vicinity of activity areas in accordance with the Balnarring Recreation Reserve 

Arboricultural Assessment (Tree Logic March 2013) 

6.3.2 Determine required offsets and obtain necessary approvals for removal of native vegetation to allow for the required 
works. Commence offset planting where appropriate. The current Flora and Fauna Assessment suggests 25% can be 
achieved within the reserve. The Merricks Station Reserve and the Buxton Woodland Reserve Shoreham, which have 
the same EVC's has been identified as an appropriate location for the remaining 75%. The Merricks Coolart Creek 
Catchment Land Care group is active in part of the area and the Shoreham Community Association supports 
conservation activities in Shoreham.  

6.3.3 Remove vegetation on a staged basis as required for other works outlined in the  Master Plan 
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6.3.4 Undertake on-going weed removal programmes to ensure the long term health and viability of remnant vegetation. 
Supplement this weed control with an on-going revegetation programme, replacing environmental weeds with 
appropriate indigenous species. 

6.3.5 Provide new amenity planting in newly defined spectator and community areas associated with the new netball courts 
and cricket nets. These trees should be selected from the Swampy Riparian Woodland EVC. 

6.3.6 Identify new planting areas suited to WSUD initiatives, such as bio-retention swales, following construction of new 
netball facility and the new car park and driveway (refer 6.4 below) 

6.3.7 Investigate opportunities to provide a stormwater treatment asset or a stormwater harvesting asset on the site to ensure 
there is an ongoing commitment to integrated water management and to protect the ecosystem values of Merricks 
Creek. 

6.3.8 Encourage the sports clubs resident at the reserve to become part of active management of the bushland areas in 
liaison with local land care group members. 

 
6.4 CIRCULATION 
6.4.1 Negotiate with VicRoads regarding the extension of the 80Km/h speed zone to the north of the Reserve entry, to 

provide for safer access and egress to and from the Reserve. 

6.4.2 Construct new gravel car park to provide for more efficient car parking within the Reserve. Detailed design of the car 
park should allow for retention of as many existing trees as possible, and for the re-introduction of indigenous plant 
species into this area. 

6.4.3 Retain the existing overflow parking area to the north of the oval, retaining the informal nature of this space. Provide 
new access to this area away from key Reserve activity areas.  

6.4.4 Provide clear off-road paths to the perimeter of the new netball courts and through the new car park, providing for safe 
circulation and encompassing universal design principles.  

6.4.5 Realign the existing swale drain, to the north and east of the oval, as required to allow for installation of the proposed 
perimeter shared path. Undertake a planting programme for the realigned swale introducing appropriate species from 
Swampy Riparian Woodland EVC. 

6.4.6 Provide clear emergency and service vehicle access to the pavilion area, with direct access onto the oval, as indicated 
on the Master Plan. 

 

 

 
 
Figure 14: Typical Gravel Car Park with delineated parking bays (yellow markers) 
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Figure 15: Master Plan



B a l n a r r i n g  R e c r e a t i o n  R e s e r v e  

M a s t e r  P l a n   

December 2013 32 

 

7. IMPLEMENTATION 
The following Table summarises the main recommendations of the Master Plan for Balnarring Recreation Reserve. 

PRIORITIES 

The priorities relate to a time frame as follows: 

 High Priority 1 – 3 years 
 Medium Priority 3 – 5 years 
 Low Priority 5 – 10 years 

 

PROBABLE COST 

The indicative costs are provided for budget guidance for Council and the Reserve tenant clubs, as well as any other funding 
sources. The costs of individual projects may vary depending on construction methods, materials, final design, engineering 
considerations, services and infrastructure costs (water, power, sewerage) contingencies and the like.  Allowances for annual cost 
escalations should also be considered.  Costings do not include GST, nor has the cost of in-kind / volunteer support been factored 
in. Funding is expected to come from a number of sources including the long term master plan implementation program, Public 
Toilet Strategy, Pavilions Strategy, Unsealed Car Parks Strategy, Playgrounds Strategy, grants and community capital 
contributions from sports clubs and others 
 
 
Directions  Priority Responsibility Funding  Probable Cost 

Open Space and Recreation 

6.1.1. New Netball Courts ( and associated 
fencing and infrastructure) 

High Council / BFNC  $ 200,000 

6.1.2. New Cricket Practice nets High Council / BFNC 
/BCC 

 $ 100,000 

6.1.3a. Oval Perimeter Path Medium Council  $ 40,000 

6.1.3b. Exercise Equipment Low Council / 
Community 
Capital 

 $ 20,000 

6.1.4. New Playground Low Council  Playground 
Strategy 

$ 50,000 

6.1.6a. New Coaches / Time keepers boxes Medium BFNC  $ 10,000 

6.1.6b New Electronic Scoreboard Low BFNC  $20,000 

6.1.6c Seating Medium Council  $ 10,000 

Sub-total     $ 450,000 

 

Built Facilities 

6.2.1. New Sports Pavilion High Council  Pavilion 
Strategy 

$ 1,250,000 

6.2.2. Demolish and decommission existing 
Toilet Block 

High Council  Public Toilets 
Strategy  

$ 20,000 

6.2.3. Remove and decommission existing 
relocatable buildings and all shipping 
containers 

Medium Council  Pavilion 
Strategy 

$ 5,000 

6.2.4. Provide new bowling machine storage 
shed 

Medium BCC  $ 5,000 

Sub-total     $ 1,550,000 
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Directions  Priority Responsibility Funding  Probable Cost 

Environment and Vegetation 

6.3.1. Remove unsafe trees High Council  $ 15,000 

6.3.2a. Determine offsets and obtain approvals 
for native vegetation removal. Update 
current Flora and Fauna Assessment 
considering the  master plan 

High Council / Land 
care group, other 
community capital 
contributions  

 $ 5,000 

6.3.2b Undertake offset planting for net gain at 
Merricks Station Reserve, Buxton 
Woodland Reserve Shoreham and/or 
other appropriate local locations. 

High Council/ Land 
care groups, other 
community capital 
assistance 

 $ 30,000 

6.3.3. Remove vegetation as required for other 
works  

High - 
Medium 

Council   $ 20,000 

6.3.4. Undertake targeted woody weed removal 
of all pines, cypress and pittosporum 
then on-going weed removal and 
revegetation programs  

On-going Council  $ 40,000 

6.3.5. Provide new amenity planting. Replant 
northern boundary with eucalypts (local 
stock) after cypress removal. 

Low Council / sports 
clubs community 
capital 

 $ 20,000 

6.3.6. Indentify and undertake new WSUD 
plantings associated with new car park 
(6.4.2) and greater reserve 

High - 
Medium 

Council  $ 10,000 

6.3.7 Investigate opportunities to provide a 
stormwater treatment asset or a 
stormwater harvesting asset within the 
reserve. 

Medium Council   

Sub-total     $ 140,000 

 

Circulation 

6.4.1. Negotiate with VicRoads to modify speed 
limit. 

High Council  - 

6.4.2. Undertake detailed design for car park, 
road and other significant works. 

High Council  $ 40,000 

6.4.2. Construct new gravel car park and 
drainage 

High Council  $ 125,000 

6.4.2 Seal a section of the new car park with 
asphalt 

Medium Council Unsealed Car 
Park Strategy 

$ 20,000 

6.4.3. Provide new gravel access to overflow 
car park. 

Medium Council  $ 20,000 

6.4.4. Provide paths to perimeter of netball 
courts and through new car park 

High Council  $ 20,000 

6.4.5. Re-align and re-plant existing swale 
drain to allow new netball court (6.1.1) 
and path construction (6.1.3a) 

High Council  $ 30,000 

Sub-total     $ 255,000 

      

TOTAL     $ 2,395,000 

 

 
 


