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PENINSULA WIDE

Drive Safely
Shift into winter driving 
with advice on how 
to stay safe on 
our roads
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Contact us
 5950 1000 or 1300 850 600 
 customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Office hours: 8.30am – 5pm 
Monday – Friday, excluding public holidays.

Report it online 
You can use our simple online reporting facility to create a 
service request for common issues 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/reportaproblem

Visit us
Rosebud Mornington Hastings 
90 Besgrove St 2 Queen St 21 Marine Pde

Somerville 
1085 Frankston-Flinders Rd, (within Somerville Library) 
Office hours: Tue-Fri – 10am-5pm Sat-Mon – CLOSED

Talk to us
We aim to be a relevant source of information with news about 
services, policies, initiatives and community events from the 
Shire. We welcome any comments. 

 peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Editor: Rachel Hill 
Graphic Designer: Sean Roche 
Photographer: Ryan Eckersley

Council & committee meetings
Please check our website for all Council meetings in 2017. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/councilmeetingdates

Mayor’s Message
What fantastic and significant 
celebrations we’ve had as part of 
Reconciliation Week and NAIDOC Week. 
I congratulate the Shire’s Warringinee 
Group who presented to Council 
with Willum Warrain all that has been 
achieved and all the great work still to 
come for our Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities (pg11).

We were recently praised by 
Victoria’s key road safety agencies 
for our Towards Zero Municipality 
initiative (pictured). We’re glad to have 
great partnerships and initiatives in 
place to reduce road trauma on the 
peninsula. Please take care on the 
roads this winter (pg 5).

Congratulations to the 12 recipients this 
year who’ve been awarded an Order 
of Australia Medal (OAM). So far this 
year we’ve had 15 members of our 
community honoured with an Australian 
Honours Award. You can nominate a 
deserving citizen through our website 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/OAM

Thank you for your contribution to our 
2017/18 Budget and Council Plan 
2017-21. Please read our special 
features (p8-p9). We have some great 
plans for the Shire and now it’s our job 
to implement them. Enjoy this edition.

Councillor Bev Colomb, Mayor, 
Mornington Peninsula Shire

 bev.colomb@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1428
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Mornington Peninsula Shire acknowledges and pays respect to 
the Boon Wurrung/Bunurong people, the traditional custodians 
of these lands and waters.

The information in this publication is of a general nature. The articles contained 
herein are not intended to provide a complete discussion on each subject and/
or issues canvassed. Mornington Peninsula Shire does not accept liability for 
any statement or any opinion or for any errors or omissions contained herein.

Mount Martha 
Public Golf 
Course is 
on par

Play the course
The Shire’s Mount Martha Public Golf Course has18 holes of 
lush couch fairways that awaits golfers of all standards.

With bold statements of ‘The friendliest and most affordable 
Golf Course on the Mornington Peninsula’, we thought we’d 
showcase these claims.

With a family-friendly atmosphere our course invites social 
groups, the beginner, the pro and everyone in between 
to make the most of affordable green fees and season 
memberships. We honestly care about the wellbeing of all 
our players and we can offer so many benefits for winter 
golf. The time spent outdoors on our beautiful re-sown 
greens can help you let go of everyday stresses while 
soaking up the benefits of the sun can help with those 
winter blues. A low impact exercise such as golf can help 
you stay fit, improve muscle tone and help you lose weight 
and body fat without even realising you’re exercising.

Our social lounges and free BBQs allow you to meet new 
people or spend time with your friends. If you’d prefer to have 
some time to yourself, the golf course is big enough for you to 
work your way around at your own pace.

All your golf retail needs will be met onsite in our fully stocked 
Pro Shop so tee yourself up with a box of balls or walk the 
course in a new pair of golf shoes. If you have never played 
before, our hire sets, buggies and new motorised carts will 
help you to enjoy your golfing experience. 

 mtmarthapublicgc.com.au

Did you know…
there are three peninsula courses in Australia’s top 10, 
plus another six in the top 100!

Resident golf-pro Neil Clutterbuck invited Alex Dudley-
Bateman, trainee professional at Portsea Golf Course to 
have a round at Mount Martha and give us his thoughts 
about the most affordable golf course on the peninsula.

Mount Martha is what I look for in a golf course. I like to see 
a course where every hole is different. It has beautiful views 
of Port Phillip Bay and depending on the winds, every time 
you play can be different, which makes it fun. The conditions 
of the fairways are second to none. The greens have plenty 
of different undulation which makes this little gem of a golf 
course perfect for beginners but also a challenge for golf 
professionals too.

Tourism: A career with endless possibilities
A career in golf is achievable on the peninsula. There are at 
least 25 golf courses from Frankston down, so we’re very 
lucky that there are plenty of jobs in the golfing industry 
or sport and active recreation in general. We have the 
best courses in the world on the peninsula so why would 
you go anywhere else? – Alex Dudley-Bateman, Trainee 
professional at Portsea Golf Course 

 mpcareers.com.au

...depending on the winds, every 
time you play can be different, which 
makes it fun.

Amazing greens
The Mornington Peninsula is Australia’s number one golf 
destination. Our peninsula has been likened by many top golf 
writers and players to California’s Monterey, Scotland’s Fife and 
the Hamptons, New York. There’s a fantastic variety of courses 
for novices and experts, with links, parkland and resort courses. 

 visitmorningtonpeninsula.org/golf

Sport & Active Recreation
If indoor workouts are more your thing during winter, we 
provide a variety of activities to keep you moving.

Don’t be afraid to break out of the old routine and try 
something different. If you usually work out solo in the gym 
try one of our group fitness classes or vice versa.

Winter warmer
To help get you off the couch during winter, register online 
for a free 7-day trial at one of our Sport & Leisure Centres

We’ll help you beat the cold by working up a sweat! 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/pelicanparktrial

(L–R) Dr. Bruce Corben, Mayor Bev Colomb, Doug Fryer, Nigel McGuire,  
Bryan Sherritt and Doug Bradbrook at a recent council meeting.
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Bev Colomb
I’m excited that Ferrero 
Reserve will receive 
funding for unisex 
change rooms and 
toilets to accommodate 
girls and young women 
when playing sports. 

This year we’re also designing a new 
shared footpath along the Nepean 
Highway between Mornington and 
Mount Eliza and concept plans for a new 
Mornington Community Contact centre.

Rosie Clark
I’m extremely 
impressed with the 
allocation of budget 
funds, with so many 
groups it’s certainly a 
complex challenge. 
I’m pleased with the 

commitment from the Shire of more 
than $650,000 for the completion of the 
Emil Madsen Reserve, Mount Eliza and 
the LED street light upgrade which will 
benefit the whole peninsula.

Sam Hearn
My budget highlight 
is the Community 
Placemaking Grants. 
What I love about 
these grants is that 
they benefit the people 
and places on our 

peninsula. They demonstrate the best 
of what our community and our Shire 
are as we continue to support creative, 
collaborative and proactive initiatives 
from grassroots community groups.

Antonella Celi
A $40,000 allocation to 
SMP Connect Chisholm 
education scholarships 
will support local 
residents to gain 
entry into a certificate 
level qualification and 

increase their employability. As Chair 
of the Arts & Culture Advisory Panel 
I welcome funding for the arts and 
music, the Peninsula Short Film Festival 
and Peninsula Community Theatre 
improvements.

Simon Brooks
As a ‘new’ Councillor, 
I have had a whirlwind 
introduction to the 
operations of our 
Shire. Above all I have 
been impressed with 
how well the Shire is 

using sound principles in evaluating, 
measuring and allocating our 
resources for both the short and long 
term benefit of our community.

Frank Martin
The Shire has 
committed to a 
budget of $4.9 million 
to implement the 
installation of 10,729 
LED street light fittings 
across our peninsula. 

The project is part of our Carbon Neutral 
policy and is the single most significant 
project the Shire can implement to 
reduce our carbon footprint.

Red Hill W
ard

W
atson W

ard
David Gill

My highlights are the village traffic and 
pedestrian safety studies for Red Hill and 
Balnarring and the parking strategy for 
Shoreham. We’ve also budgeted for the 
start of the Red Hill Recreation Reserve 
Master Plan. Other shire-wide highlights 
included $190,000 for a bio-diversity 
conservation plan and commitment to 

protecting our Green Wedge.

Julie Edge
It’s great to see a large investment, 
$700,000 going towards the rebuild and 
completion of the Somerville Recreation 
and Community Centre. Bunguyan 
Reserve, Tyabb will benefit from the unisex 
change room conversion programe, where 
the facilities will become more female 
friendly due to the increase of female 

participation in sport at the reserve.

Our roads can take a soaking
Have you ever wondered what happens to the surface water 
on our roads after heavy rainfall? Our peninsula has more 
than 1,500 soak pits processing our stormwater, but most 
commonly in the south-western end where the land is without 
gullies and creeks, ultimately limits the drainage.

Soak pits are man-made drainage systems located out of sight 
and at the end of our stormwater drainage network. The pits 
collect incoming water from the surface in a large porous walled 
chamber until the water slowly seeps into the earth. We use 
modern soak pits constructed of recycled plastic and wrapped 
in highly permeable geotextile to allow for a greater volume of 
water to be stored before slowly percolating back into the earth.

The soak pits have been strategically placed throughout our 
peninsula to process the excess stormwater after heavy rain, 
keeping our roads and pathways safer for our community. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/soakpits

Towards Zero
We’re working hard towards a goal of zero fatalities and 
injuries on our roads. In collaboration with Victoria Police, 
TAC and VicRoads, we are continuing to make roads and 
roadsides safer, introducing safer speeds as well as pursuing 
better driving practices.

This winter it’s important drivers adapt to changing weather 
conditions by slowing down and taking extra care on the 
roads. Winter can be extra hazardous, so playing it safe 
by driving to the road conditions or pulling over carefully if 
visibility worsens.

Shift into winter driving:

• Turn your lights on, even during the day.

• Reduce your speed in poor conditions.

• Brake gently.

• Replace windscreen wiper blades to maximise 
visibility in the rain.

• Inspect your tyres and vehicle regularly.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/towardszero

Don’t leave your septic to hibernate this winter
This winter please remember:

• Never turn off the power to treatment systems, even if 
the property is not your primary residence. Turning off the 
power supply can damage pumps and alarms on control 
panels won’t activate.

• Make sure your gardens are maintained and disposal fields 
are inspected regularly for damp or soggy areas. Don’t 
always assume pooling water is from heavy rainfall.

• Think before you flush, wash or spray. We cook and 
prepare food differently in our homes in winter. Remember 
never dispose of fats or oils into your septic system.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/winterseptic

Did you know
There are 1,324km of stormwater drainage pipes 
underneath our peninsula?
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Hugh Fraser
I look forward to 
seeing the completion 
of the Eastern Sister 
Pathway project 
that will see a 270 
metre pathway and 
supporting rock wall 

around the Eastern Sister headland. 
The completion of the Point Nepean 
Road footpath connecting Rye 
and Blairgowrie will also be a great 
improvement for residents.

Bryan Payne
It’s marvellous to 
see that works are 
underway for the 
Sorrento Pavilion at 
the Sorrento Football 
Club. Romney Park, 
Tootgarook is to also 

benefit from the $40,000 Township 
Placemaking Implementation funds. 
It was fantastic to see such a large 
number of the Tootgarook community 
turn up for the consultation process.

Kate Roper
Exciting changes 
to High St Hastings 
commence in July. 
Upgrade to Hastings 
Jetty and design plans 
for a Soundshell and 
Foreshore splash park 

are included in the new budget. Enjoy 
our winter markets at Bittern station 
every Sunday, Crib Point community 
house 2nd Saturday and Hastings Hall 
3rd Saturday monthly.

What’s your budget highlight for 2017/18?

The Victorian Minister for Planning has tipped the balance 
in favour of increased building height across the peninsula 
that will only benefit developers and will damage our coastal 
character and liveability.

The Hon. Richard Wynne MP recently changed the planning 
controls for residential-zoned land and increased the 
mandatory building height limit to 11 metres or three storeys. 
The changes were made without consultation from local 
residents, communities or Council. 

The Minister argued that the changes to the residential zones 
were fair providing opportunities for new housing that will 

have the right balance. We strongly disagree with this and 
we’re urgently seeking height controls to the townships most 
affected by these changes.

Attend a community information session
Thursday 20 July, 6 – 8pm 
Rosebud Memorial Hall, 994 Point Nepean Road 
Wednesday 26 July, 6 – 8pm 
Peninsula Community Theatre, 91 Wilsons Road, Mornington 
Wednesday 2 August, 6 – 8pm 
Tyabb Community Hall, 1535 Frankston-Flinders Road

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/planningchanges

Advocacy in action

State government changes to our planning controls

It is really 
important to 
ensure the health 
of your system 
all year round. A 
poorly maintained 
septic system is a 
health risk to your 
family, friends, 
our waterways 
and the wider 
community.
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W
orks &

 Projects

Arts &
 Gallery

Emil Madsen
The soccer pitches have been planted 
with drought-resistant couch grass which 
provides a hard-wearing, smooth playing 

surface ideal for soccer. Three months of 
intensive maintenance has been completed including 
drainage and irrigation upgrades. Remaining works 
include the fencing of the soccer pitches, construction 

of a cricket pitch, installation of soccer goals and 
landscaping works.

Somerville sports pavilion
The refurbishment works included much needed 

unisex and umpire toilet and change facilities to better 
service the growing number of participants at this facility. 
The existing disabled toilet was also upgraded to meet 
current regulations.  Works are now complete and are in 
use by the community.

Eastern Sister pathway and 
rock seawalk
This pathway will provide coastal access between Camerons 
Bight Beach and Sullivan Bay. A 270 metre long rock revetment 
topped with a 2 metre wide crushed rock pathway will be 
constructed. The works will be undertaken in the six month 
period from April to September 2017. The timing of works 
will minimise disruption to the community and enjoyment of 
beaches in warmer months.

Hastings streetscape
Streetscape redevelopment works are to be undertaken 
within the High Street commercial precinct in Hastings. Works 
include the realignment of on-street parking, new paving, 
street furniture, public lighting and landscaping. The section 
from Victoria Street to King Street began in June.

Mornington Peninsula 
Regional Gallery
21 July – 17 September

Constance Stokes:
We are pleased to present a retrospective exhibition 
of Constance Stokes, one of the leading artists of her 
generation. Highlighting Stokes’ stunning portraiture 
of women, this exhibition will include approximately 30 
works and cover the breadth of Stokes’ artistic practice 
across 60 years.

Also on display from 21 July – 17 September is 
Wendy Sharpe’s Wanderlust: work from recent travels 
showcasing works from her travels and residencies over 
the last 10 years and an exhibition by Instagram superstar 
Minna Gilligan who shows her technicoloured collages.

Exhibition entry: 
$4 adults, $2 concession

 mprg.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Destination Rosebud
Destination Rosebud was officially opened at the Playspace 
precinct on 18 May by the Minister for Local Government,  
Natalie Hutchins, and Mayor Bev Colomb. It was wonderful 
to have the contractors, McCrae Rotary Club and Rosebud 
Primary School Year 1s attend the opening and see them 
enjoying the playspace.

The Destination Rosebud project, which was funded through 
the State Government’s Growing Suburbs Fund, consisted 
of the following project elements that enhance the amenity, 
improve safety, connectivity and condition of Rosebud:

• Streetscape Works;

• Jetty Road Playspace;

• Jetty Road Streetscape;

• Foreshore Lighting and Access;

• Rosebud Gateway Structure; and

• Village Green (Soundshell).

The Gateway Structure is currently being fabricated by Artist 
Matthew Harding and delivery is expected in October. 

The project has revitalised the area and has been well 
received by the community and visitors alike.

Cr Gill and David Maddocks at the new Red Hill Station Reserve

Minister for Local Government, Natalie Hutchins,  
Mayor Bev Colomb and Councillor Antonella Celi  
officially open Destination Rosebud

Constance Stokes 
Woman in Green Frilly Blouse 1979 (Detail) 
oil on hardboard 
Stokes family collection

Winter lunch conversations
A series of artist talks with MPRG Curator Danny Lacy. 
12 noon – 1pm 
Cost: M $12 G $15 
Series of three talks: M $24 G $30, 
Price includes light buffet lunch, tea or coffee and a sweet treat. 
Bookings essential.

Wednesday 26 July – Lucilla Wyborn d’Abrera 
Lucilla is the daughter of Constance Stokes, whose work will 
be presented as a major retrospective exhibition at MPRG. Our 
curator, Danny has worked closely with Lucilla selecting works 
for the show. Enjoy this unique opportunity to find out more 
about Constance Stokes, directly from the artist’s daughter.

Wednesday 30 August – Minna Gilligan 
Minna Gilligan’s practice speaks of 1970s psychedelia, 
technicolour dreams and fleeting encounters with nostalgic 
romanticism. Minna is an Instagram superstar, works part-time 
at Art Guide Australia and illustrates for Rookie magazine. 
Following on from colourful exhibitions at the Heide Museum of 
Art and Castlemaine Art Museum, we’re presenting an exhibition 
of her collages. 

 mprg.mornpen.vic.gov.au/events

Local history
Did you know there are eight volunteer-run historical 
societies on the peninsula? Our Art & Culture unit 
has a Local History team that works collaboratively 
with these groups to assist with cataloguing and 
digitising their collections. Thousands of images, 
objects, books, documents, sound and film 
recordings have been digitised to preserve our 
local stories and community memories. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/localhistory

We’re hitting the 
right notes
Music Victoria has charted us in the Top 10 as a council 
who are leading the way for music in the community. We 
are one of 10 councils who have been recognised for its 
support of contemporary music and local music festivals.

Last financial year we funded more than $55,000 for music 
programs and there was a large number of both Shire run 
and independent music festivals on the peninsula giving a 
showcase to rising local musicians.

Musician Dylan Walker who won the Rising Star award at 
the Mount Eliza Music Festival.

Red Hill Station Reserve
New information panels at Red Hill Station Reserve tell the 
story of the local area. The panels have been assembled 
in collaboration with Manton and Stony Creeks Landcare 
Group and Red Hill Community Association (special thanks to 
David Maddocks) with historical information provided by the 
Dromana and District Historical Society. This project has been 
jointly funded by us and the Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning (DELWP) through a grant secured by the 
Manton and Stony Creeks Landcare Group as an action from 
the Red Hill Station Reserve master plan. Works at the Reserve 
won a Keep Victoria Beautiful Tidy Towns – Sustainable 
Communities Award in 2016 for its transformation into a 
useable community space.
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Our Place
Our peninsula is one of Melbourne’s greatest 
assets, characterised by unique townships, 
highly valued green wedge land, areas 
of national and international conservation 

significance and featuring around 10% of Victoria’s total 
coastline. Managing ‘place’ requires the careful balancing 
of our community’s key values.

Our Prosperity
The visitor economy is a key strength of our 
Shire. Our natural and recreational attractions, 
food and wine and our community culture 
help us to be an exceptional place to live and 

work. By providing leadership, fostering jobs and proactive 
conditions for investment, our businesses can develop for the 
benefit of our entire community.

Strategic Objectives
1. Our work facilitates opportunities for job creation and an 

environment for business to succeed

2. Support our visitor economy to enhance shoulder season 
and off peak visitor experiences that are dispersed 
throughout the region

3. Our efforts grow key strategic industries on the peninsula

Budget Highlight
$1.4M across two economic and business development 
programs designed to promote the region, industry 
development and visitor servicing

Strategic Objectives
1. Through strategic planning we improve and protect the 

unique characteristics of the Mornington Peninsula

2. We create thriving, accessible and inclusive places to 
live, work and visit

3. Our stewardship and advocacy protects and enhances 
the Mornington Peninsula’s biodiversity and 
coastal experience

4. We demonstrate leadership in climate change mitigation 
and adaptation

Our Connectivity
Our peninsula is approximately 720 square 
kilometres in size. Given this factor, many 
residents choose – or must use – a car to access 
major employment, education, health and social 

support services. Our road network is critical to the safe and 
effective travel of our community. We must also promote public 
transport and other sustainable active transport options.

Strategic Objectives
1. Our advocacy and communications leads to improved 

mobility and connectivity accessible to all within the peninsula

2. We support an integrated transport and connectivity network

Budget Highlights
$18.4M funding for road and carpark construction 
and maintenance 
$2.7M capital works funding for footpath construction 
and maintenance

Our Wellbeing
Positive health and wellbeing is fundamentally 
important for the community. Good physical 
and mental health, being empowered and 
connected to other people in our community 

and supporting individuals so they can realise their potential 
and their aspirations are fundamental elements to making our 
peninsula a great place to live.

Strategic Objectives
1. Our community works together to achieve optimal standards 

of health and wellbeing

2. A self-determined, engaged and inclusive community is 
accessible to all residents

3. Facilitate and promote connected and active lives

4. Facilitate and promote cultural connection and participation

Budget Highlights
$11.1M capital works program to deliver aquatic and 
recreational facilities including planning for the development 
of an aquatic centre in Rosebud and construction of 
additional recreation and community facilities. 
$5M to deliver library services 
$1.5M arts and culture budget including funding the 
operation of Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery 
$2.6M operating budget to deliver child, youth and family 
health services

To view the full 2017/18 Council Budget and Council Plan 2017–21
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/councilplan  mornpen.vic.gov.au/budget2018

Budget Highlights
$3.7M for roadside vegetation management 
$3.2M for continued implementation of drainage strategy 
and works program

Budget & Council Plan

Rates Notice
Your Rates Notice will soon be delivered. If you have not 
received yours by Thursday 31 August, please contact  
the Shire’s Revenue Office. 

 5950 1080.

Did you know…?
You can still sign up for eRates. Visit our website and register 
by 31 July to receive your 2017/18 Rates Notice electronically.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/erates

Our 11 Councillors of the Mornington Peninsula Shire.

Michael Cole, Australian Chef of the Year and Head Chef at 
Georgie Bass, gave a talk to Rosebud Secondary College 
students as one of our Careers in Tourism ambassadors.

Advocating for services like the 887 bus route are small 
ways in which we can help our local students and other 
members of the community.

Our sport and active recreation centres cater for everyone 
with a range of activities to keep you fit and healthy.

View across the bay to Arthurs Seat

On behalf of my Councillor colleagues, I’m pleased to 
present the Council Plan 2017-21 and the 2017/18 Council 
Budget. We thank you for your input into the formation of our 
budget and council plan and for taking the time to participate 
in consultation opportunities, submissions, requests and 
dialogue with Councillors and officers.

The Council Budget delivers strongly on community priorities, 
while providing for the long-term financial stability of the 
Shire in the face of state government rate capping. We 
are committed to being as efficient as possible with our 
resources through lean and flexible approaches and working 
within financial constraints to continue to deliver the best 
value-for money services we can.

The Council Plan is a blueprint for how we will work 
towards our vision over the next four years, setting out 
Council’s direction around four key themes: Our Place, Our 
Connectivity, Our Prosperity, and Our Wellbeing. Under each 
of these themes sits a number of objectives that further 
describe what Council will achieve for our community.

On behalf of my Councillor colleagues, I encourage you to 
read our Budget and Council Plan and work alongside us to 
value, protect and improve the unique characteristics and 
way of life on our peninsula.

Councillor Bev Colomb, Mayor, 
Mornington Peninsula Shire
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How has the Maternal Child & Health services changed in 
your career history?

We now have what I call an ‘out of the box’ approach to the 
service. In the past, the whole community regardless of their 
personal situations were expected to come to us. We were 
centre-centric. Now we actually go out to the community to 
work with families. Our 17 Maternal and Child Health centres 
are conveniently co-located with kindergartens, community 
centres or community health facilities so we can consult 
with families at their convenience.

Tell us something we may not know about the service?

Our service is staffed by 30 Child and Family Health Nurses, 
two Early Parenting Workers and supported by a dedicated 
Customer Focus team. Our workforce is experienced and well 
qualified participating in regular professional development, 
keeping up-to-date with new evidence-based care.

What do you see as the future of the service?

The state government has invested a further $81.1m in Maternal 
& Child Health including strengthening the Enhanced Maternal 
Child Health program so there will be an extended outreach 
program to support parents and achieve better educational, 
health and wellbeing outcomes for children. Here at Mornington 
Peninsula Shire our service, including MCH and Immunisation 
is Child & Family Health is more inclusive of fathers, same-sex 
parents and grandparents.

Modern opinion of the service
I felt so supported by the Maternal 
& Child Health nurses at the Shire. I 
really wanted to breast feed but I didn’t 
have a lot of milk and also developed 
mastitis. The nurses gave me so much 
information and suggested that I could 
take medication to build up my milk 
supply. I had no idea that there was 
such a thing. I was referred to a breast 
feeding clinic in Hastings and the 
lactation nurses there were amazing. 
They explained that it often doesn’t 
come naturally to breast feed and that 

you have to keep trying so you and baby 
can learn together as a team. They even 
text me after my appointments to check 
in with me and tell me that I was doing 
a good job. They made me feel that I 
mattered to them. When you’re a new 
mum and have no information, you think 
you have to do everything by yourself 
but when you have supportive nurses 
like I had, you know you can keep doing 
it. I can’t thank them enough. 
– Liv L’Huillier

Our Language Matters
The importance, resilience and richness of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander languages was the focus of the national 
celebrations for the 2017 National Aborigines and Islanders 
Day Observance Committee (NAIDOC) week.

We met with staff and students of the Peninsula Specialist 
College in Dromana to learn more about the Boonwurrung 
language learning students embark on as part of 
the curriculum.

The school recognises that it’s a great privilege to have 
Aunty Fay Stewart-Muir provide them with the guidance for 
learning and teaching the Boonwurrung language. Aunty 
Fay is a Boon Wurrung Elder and is a Traditional Owner 
of the knowledge of Aboriginal language. Her presence at 
the school gives the students the chance to learn and ask 
questions about the translations of words and in turn Aunty 
Fay gives the students and staff permission to use the words 
specific to Boon Wurrung Country.

Language is integral to the school and the guidance for 
teaching the Boonwurrung language words follows the 
protocols for teaching and learning of Aboriginal languages. 
Words can be passed down from Aunty Fay to students and 
staff, as well as words being respectfully shared with the 
students and their families by Koorie students. Those words 
are adopted by the whole school and are interpreted into 
everyday classes.

Did you know…?
Last year we made 1,550 home visits to families just home from hospital with a new 
baby, 10,000 children aged from birth to six years are enrolled in the service and the 
team completed 17,000 consultations.

Immunisations sessions
We provide free immunisations, available through the National Immunisation 
Program Schedule for infants and children, secondary school students and adults 
50 years and over. There is a variety of locations and times which include day and 
evening sessions. No appointment is necessary. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/immunisation

Liv L’Huillier and baby Alexander 
who are part of the Maternal 
Child Health Service at Rye 
Kindergarten.

Mornington Peninsula Heritage Awards
This is your opportunity to recognise 
those in our community who have 
demonstrated excellence in restoration 
and interpretation of our heritage places. 
While the word ‘heritage’ conjures 
images of built forms, the scope of 
heritage goes further to cover landscape, 
cemeteries, wetlands and significant 
events or people that have contributed to 
the longevity of our heritage.

Our awards feature a range of categories 
including Specialist Professional and 
Trade Skills. This category recognises 
experts who are able to conserve our 
heritage places in accordance with 
tradition and best practice.

Michael Wood (pictured right) won the 
Professional and Trade Heritage Skills 
award in 2016 for the repointing of the 
granite stonework at Heronswood. 
Mick is a local Mornington 
stonemason who learnt his craft from 
a master stonemason who served 
his apprenticeship on the Liverpool 
Cathedral in England.

Nominations close on 14 August 
and winners will be announced 
on 22 September.

To nominate, download a form from our 
website or request a copy by phone. 

 5950 1841 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/heritageawards

‘It’s wonderful to be able to contribute to the preservation of heritage buildings on the 
peninsula. I think the awards have an important role to play in recognising tradespeople 
whose specialist skills are used to conserve our heritage places.’ – Michael Wood

Examples of 
some written 
language
Womin djeka – Welcome

Marrambik – My name is

Bundjil – Eagle

Waang – Crow

Manamit Yellingbo-dha 
– Happy days

Muyong buluk ngarrgee 
– Get together with song, 
dance and ceremony

Did you know…?
Students wrote lyrics and performed a song about the 
creator spirit, ‘Bundjil the Eagle’. The lyrics reflect the 
students’ stories and learnings from Aboriginal Elders about 
the importance of connection to land, looking after the land 
and its creator. Enjoy the video. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ bundjiltheeagle

The students learn the Boonwurrung language words for greetings, animals, nature and 
country to make connection to the Boon Wurrung land and its creator ‘Bundjil’

This June we celebrated Victoria’s Maternal 
and Child Health Service, which has been 
helping give babies and young children the 
best start in life for 100 years.

We caught up with Liz Palk, our Team Leader, 
Child and Family Health Services to ask her a 
few questions…

Celebrating 100 years of 
Maternal & Child Health

I love seeing parents thrive. Going from 
that really tired; overwhelmed stage after 
the baby is born to thriving in the parenting 
role is one of the best things about the job.
– Liz Palk, Team Leader, Child and Family Health Services.

M
aternal &

 Child Helth Feature

Our Shire
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Local residents and businesses are being invited to be part of 
an innovative program that aims to improve the affordability 
and environmental sustainability of energy supply on the 
Peninsula. As part of a world first initiative, The Community 
Grid Project (TCGP) aims to optimise electricity allocation 
when demand is at its peak (a handful of hot days).

TCGP will offer subsidies and financial rewards to support 
residents and business to adopt renewable technologies like 
solar and batteries, or learn how to alter their energy use. The 
project will broaden our energy options without jeopardising 
supply. It will lower bills for all customers over the long term.

TCGP is a five-year partnership between United Energy, 
GreenSync and us. The project is partly funded by the 
Victorian Government’s New Energy Jobs Fund.

Register your interest at: 
 communitygridproject.com.au

Jessica Wingad, Manager, Climate Change, Energy and 
Water, makes use of our new electric charging station at 
the Rosebud office.

A day in the life
Environment Protection Rangers
We spent a day with an Environment Protection Ranger to 
get an insight into their work during winter. –

Recycled roads
We have recently trialled a new environmentally friendly 
road seal on Bungower Road, Mornington as part of our 
2016-17 road reseal program. The resealing material uses 
crumbed rubber from used tyres and toner from recycled 
printer cartridges that would ordinarily be sent to landfill. 
The product performs better against the onset of cracking, 
temperature changes and is resilient in high traffic situations.Introducing The Briars’ 

new manager
‘Come and visit us!’ This is the message loud and clear 
from Rebecca Levy as she joins us from her previous roles 
at major cultural organisations such as Melbourne Zoo, 
the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne and Werribee Zoo. 
The focus of her roles was to create visitor experiences 
which inspired people and connected them to the site and 
the natural world. With a Bachelor of Science (Zoology), a 
Masters of Environment, a Diploma of Project Management 
and a Diploma of Yoga Teaching (just for something different) 
she aims to help The Briars realise its full potential for the 
community and become an iconic, must-visit destination. 

 rebecca.levy@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/thebriars

Ballern Ballern Junior Explorers
The Friends of Sunshine Reserve junior explorers program 
is open to all members of the Sunshine Reserve in Mount 
Martha and offers primary school aged children the 
chance to explore the natural environment whilst making 
positive connections to the reserve into the future.

Ballern Ballern means place of two creeks by the 
Bunurong / Boonwurung people, refers to the locality of the 
reserve in Mount Martha. Junior explorers gain knowledge 
of the local plants and animals while having fun in nature 
with their friends.

Our network of Friends of Bushland Reserves are 
an integral part of the bushland management on the 
peninsula. The hard work, dedication and commitment 
from these hard working volunteers helps to conserve and 
enhance our unique biodiversity values.

To join a ‘Friends of...’ group in your local area call our 
Natural Systems Team. 

 5950 1356

Submit your frog call
The Southern Toadlet is listed as vulnerable 
in Victoria and to monitor their whereabouts 
Melbourne Water is asking our peninsula 
community to keep an ear out for 
frog calls. You can download 
a free frog census app which 
allows you to record frog 
calls and Melbourne Water will 
analyse the species and add 
them to their database. Whilst some 
frogs call all year round, the Southern 
Toadlet starts in autumn. To hear 
the distinct call of the toadlet and 
for more info: 

 melbournewater.com.au/frogcensus

Did you know…?
We have more than 50 friends groups working on Shire-
managed land and more than 350 working bees annually 
where our volunteers help in activities such as weed control, 
revegetation, fauna habitat restoration, grant applications 
and monitoring projects.

Bin it, don’t bag it
Recycled materials placed in plastic bags are one of the 
biggest sources of contamination in our kerbside recycling 
bins. We collect more than 23,000 tonnes of recyclables that 
are taken to a materials recycling facility to be sorted and baled 
ready to be processed into new products. But plastic bags are 
non-recyclable and the items inside cannot be recovered for 
processing. All recyclables placed in your kerbside blue top bin 
must be placed in loose – not in a plastic bag.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/reducereuserecycle

After a scavenger hunt around the lower Sunshine 
Reserve, the junior explorers worked with local artist 
Judi Singleton to create beautiful clay treasures of 
imprints made using natural materials.

Recording graffiti  
on private 
properties to be 
used as evidence.

Preparing papers 
for a legal case of 
dog aggression.

Dealing with illegally dumped items 
reported by our community.

Did you know…?
Every 1km of road lane paved with this road sealer consists of 
more than 6,400 toner cartridges and 145 car tyres.

I want to see 
local and tourism 
communities 
visit often, make 
memories here and 
see The Briars as part 
of their backyard. 
– Rebecca Levy.

Shining a light on 
the issue
Within two years our LED light fitting 
replacements on more than 10,000 street lights 
will be self-funding due to significant financial 
savings. The project, which is part of our Carbon 
Neutral Policy, is the single most significant 
project we can implement saving more than 
$600,000 annually. The LED light fitting roll out 
is due to start in October and will reduce our 
carbon footprint by 10%. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ledstreetlights

Making the switch 
to electric cars
We’re pleased to launch our new electric vehicle charging 
station at our Rosebud office.

Through our commitment to carbon neutrality, we are always 
looking for ways to take a leadership role especially in the 
transition to more sustainable transport through electric and 
hybrid vehicles.

Whilst the market in Australia has been slower to transition 
than around the world, we can play a role in supporting our 
community through infrastructure and leadership.

The 15 amp station is located at Entrance 2, 90 Besgrove 
Street, Rosebud and is available to the public. 

 plugshare.com

Environm
ent &

 W
aste

Environm
ent &
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aste

Bins left on nature strips are a 
common cause of complaint.



What’s in season
Even in the depths of winter there is an 
abundance of fresh, locally grown food 
available right here on the peninsula. MPP 
gives you the confidence to shop local and 
support your local food producers by certifying 
the provenance of locally grown food.

Vegetables: Asian greens, beetroot, broccoli, cabbage, 
carrots, cauliflower, celery, silverbeet, fennel, 
herbs, kale, leek, olives, potatoes, radish, 
rhubarb, spinach, spring onion, turnips

Fruit:  Apples, pears, citrus

Other:  Cheese, beef, oysters, honey, hazelnuts, 
truffles, mushrooms

 mpproduce.com.au

Best Bites Award Winners

Restaurant of 
the Year

Woodman Estate, Moorooduc 
RACV Resort, Cape Schanck

Café of the Year Merchant and Maker, McCrae

Aged Care Andrew Kerr Aged Care, Mornington

Bed and Breakfast Sunnyside Up Bed and Breakfast, Rye

School Canteen/
Child Care

Balnarring Early Learning Centre and 
Hastings Child Care & Kindergarten

Supermarket Ritchies IGA, Mt Eliza

Takeaway La Casa Nostra Deli, Rosebud

Innovation Somers Camp, School Camp

Primary Producers Peninsula Fresh Organics, Baxter 
Hillock Downs, Rye

People’s Choice Laneway Espresso, Dromana
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We’re offering short term respite accommodation at the 
historic Police Point Respite Cottages in Portsea to carers of 
people with disability and others in need of a break.

Staying at the historical park is a truly unique experience. 
It provides a relaxing break in a peaceful environment to 
people who would not otherwise be able to get away from 
their normal stresses in life at an affordable rate.  
Eligibility criteria apply. 

 respite@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/respite

Best Bites 2017 winners
Congratulations to Woodman Estate Moorooduc and RACV 
Resort Cape Schanck who jointly won Restaurant of the 
Year at our Best Bites awards.

Merchant and Maker in McCrae won the Café of the Year, 
with other category award winners being:

The 2017 Best Bites Food Guide is now available online. 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bestbites

Meals on Wheels 
Volunteers
Eighty eight year old Doug Ray is 
officially our oldest volunteer but still finds 
the time to help out the most vulnerable 
in our community. Doug spends two 
hours delivering up to eight meals on 
his route throughout Mornington. He is 
one of 150 volunteers working for our 
Meals on Wheels service. Currently we 
have 450 Meals on Wheels clients and 
produce more than 150 meals every day. 
To enquire about being a volunteer for 
Meals on Wheels, please contact our 
Volunteer Support Officer 

 5950 1600

Did you know…?
The kitchen uses 14,000 staff hours of cooking and 
plating up each year. Each year we use 6,000kg of meat, 
12,000kg of vegetables and produce 15,850 litres of soup.

Are you winter ready?
The chances of contracting colds, flu or more serious cold-
related health conditions are more likely for people over 65. 
We have plenty of tips on how to stay healthy this winter in 
our latest Positive Ageing newsletter. View the newsletter or 
join our mailing list. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/Positive_Ageing 
 positiveageing@mornpen.vic.gov.au

I take pleasure in knowing 
that I’m helping give a meal to 
someone who needs it. At least 
I feel I’m still doing something 
useful in the community. While 
I’m still able to help I’ll continue 
to deliver meals. – Doug Ray.

Our oldest volunteer Doug Ray at 88 years young is 
busy on his Meals on Wheels route in Mornington.

Winter warmer recipe
This delicious recipe has been provided 
by Peninsula Fresh Organics.

1 head Romanesco broccoli cut into 
bite-size pieces 
1 tablespoon olive oil or coconut oil 
Himalayan salt to taste 
Grounded black pepper 
1 pinch garlic powder 
1 pinch paprika 
1 pinch turmeric

Preheat oven to 220 degrees. Line a baking tray with 
aluminium foil. Spread Romanesco onto the foil; drizzle with 
olive oil and season with salt, black pepper, garlic powder, 
turmeric and paprika. Roast in the preheated oven until 
tender, 15 to 20 minutes. Add some fresh squeezed lemon 
either before baking or once removed from the oven.

Will you take 
the pledge?
For more Information

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ctc
 5950 1666

Did you know?  
One-in-four young people across the 
Mornington Peninsula have depressive 
symptoms due to family conflict. 

Police Point Respite Cottages

We place a high priority on the welfare of lost pets and work 
to re-home all unclaimed animals.

Our Shire-run facility has been caring for cats, dogs and the 
occasional stray livestock for more than 30 years. Our team 
is highly qualified in animal welfare and cares deeply for all 
animals that come through our facility.

Last year we cared for nearly 1,700 cats and dogs. That’s an 
average of nearly five new animals every day! Each animal 
goes through a comprehensive checklist of care that includes 
being photographed for identification, microchip checks and 
their eating, toilet and general behaviour is monitored and 
recorded in line with our Health Management Plan.

We successfully reunited 840 pets with their owners within 
one to three days while nearly 400 more were rescued or 
adopted into a loving home. We recognise the value of 
pet ownership and the overall benefit for our community’s 
health and wellbeing.

We received more than $900,000 to upgrade our facilities to 
include a spacious reunite area, temperature-controlled housing 
for unclaimed pets awaiting rescue from our 50 rescue groups 
and a new direct adoption area.  This will ensure the highest 
level of temporary or long term animal care. Our new building is 
expected to open in August. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/communityanimalshelter

Behind the fence – what actually happens 
at our Community Animal Shelter & Pound

Our Shire

Our Shire
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July
5–13 July

Gosia Wlodarczak live drawing in 
Gallery café,
MPRG

21 July–17 Sep
Exhibitions – Constance Stokes, 
Wendy Sharpe and Minna Gilligan,
MPRG

25 July 
Young at Arts for pre-schoolers.
MPRG

August
5 – 6 August

Sleep In Your Car 
Mornington Peninsula Mornington Park

6 August
Devilbend Fun Run
Devilbend Natural Features Reserve

10 August
Mornington Peninsula Choral Festival
Peninsula Community Theatre, 
Mornington

13 August
Science in the Park – Wildlife Counts 
2017
Coolart Wetlands and Homestead

20 August
Sorrento Makers Market
Main Street, Sorrento

25 – 27 August 
46th Frankston & South Eastern 
Competition & Wine Show
The Barn, The Briars

26 August
Psychic & Wellbeing Festival 
Mount Eliza Community Centre,  
Mount Eliza

September
3 September 

Wellbeing Market – Balnarring
Balnarring Community Hall, Balnarring

23 – 24 September
Mornington Running Festival & 
Health Expo
 Mornington Park

24 September 
DD17 – The 2017 Melbourne Dirty 
Dozen
Dromana Recreation Reserve

What’s on For a full list of all markets and events
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events-activities

Information is correct at time of printing.

Calling all Food Vendors  
and Entertainers….
Do you provide delicious food or crowd stopping 
entertainment, then we want to hear from you?

The Mornington Peninsula Shire is seeking expressions 
of interest from food vendors and entertainment providers 
who would like to participate in upcoming events run by the 
Shire from July 2017 to June 2018.

By completing the online form, you will be added to our 
database for consideration. Applications are now open and 
close 1 September 2017.

For more info or to contact the events team 
 5950 1443 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/eventseoi 
 events@mornpen.vic.gov.au


