
 

 

ESD Construction Policy 
The Mornington Peninsula Shire (MPS) has a commitment to achieving a Sustainable 

Peninsula by reducing its energy and water usage and generation of waste. As part of this 

commitment it has signed up to the United Nations programs Cities for Climate Protection 

(CCP) and the ICLEI Water Campaign and is a participant in the Victorian Government’s 

Strategy Towards Zero Waste through its Regional Waste Management Plan.  

 

The objective of applying the principles of environmentally sustainable design (ESD) to the 

MPS’s building construction and maintenance program is to reduce the impact to the 

environment of our building stock. 

 

The purpose of this Policy is to provide guidance and direction to deliverers of the works 

program. 

 

Corporate Framework 

Vision 

This Policy is consistent with Council’s vision for the municipality. It will ensure that the 

Mornington Peninsula’s unique characteristics and community lifestyles will be maintained 

and enhanced and that the Shire will continue to be a place where: 

· Diverse communities with different needs access and amenity needs can enjoy a 

quality lifestyle. 

· Ecological Sustainability is applied as a guiding principle, that is, our activities will not 

limit the opportunities of future generations. 

· Social needs, ecological care and economic development are balanced and 

integrated. 

· High landscape quality is promoted and enhanced by sensitive street design. 

 

Mission 

The Policy’s primary role is to enhance the built environment so that it meets the variety of the 

diverse communities’ needs without detriment to the natural environment. It will assist Council 

in undertaking its mission of caring for the Mornington Peninsula’s diverse communities. 

 

 

 



Values 

Consistent with the Shire Values this Policy will assist Council towards: 

· Open and effective community consultation. 

· Ecologically sustainable development and resource management 

· Caring for diverse communities 

· Showing trust, respect and integrity 

· Responsibly managing community assets 

· Service excellence 

· Being responsive to community needs 

· Being cost effective in both programs and services 

· Adopting a quality, innovative approach to problem solving through continuous 

improvement 

· Ensuring equity of access 

· Demonstrating its accountability to the community 

 

Key Policy Statement 

It is the policy of the Mornington Peninsula Shire to construct, renovate, refurbish and 

maintain Council buildings sustainably. To achieve this, the use of energy, water and non-

renewable resources will be minimised and the generation of waste will be reduced over 

the life of Council owned buildings.  

 

Strategy 

Strategic Objective 1 

In new building constructions the objective is to: 

· reduce greenhouse gas emissions to zero to achieve carbon neutral status 

· comply with Green Star 5 Star specifications (or equivalent) for water usage 

· comply with Green Star 5 Star specifications (or equivalent) for indoor 

environmental quality 

· comply with Green Star 5 Star specifications (or equivalent) for choice of materials 

and waste management 

· comply with Green Star 5 Star specifications (or equivalent) for land use and 

ecology 

· encourage public transport and bicycle use and walking to Shire buildings 

· reduce operational and maintenance costs over a building’s life 

Action  Develop processes and guidelines to assist in the delivery of these objectives 

 

 

 

 

 



Strategic Objectives 2 

In building refurbishment projects involving icon and office buildings the objective is to: 

· comply with Green Star 5 Star specifications (or equivalent) for energy usage 

· comply with Green Star 5 Star specifications (or equivalent) for water usage 

· comply with Green Star 5 Star specifications (or equivalent) for indoor 

environmental quality 

· comply with Green Star 5 Star specifications (or equivalent) for choice of 

materials and waste management 

· comply with Green Star 5 Star specifications (or equivalent) for land use and 

ecology 

· encourage public transport and bicycle use and walking to Shire buildings 

· reduce operational and maintenance costs over a buildings life 

Action  Develop processes and guidelines to assist in the delivery of these objectives 

 

Strategic Objectives 3 

In major building refurbishment projects (excluding icon and office buildings) the objective is 

to: 

· comply with the Sustainable Design Scorecard specifications for energy usage 

· use the Sustainable Design Scorecard specifications as a guide to reducing 

potable water usage 

· use the Sustainable Design Scorecard specifications as a guide to choosing 

sustainable materials  

· use the Sustainable Design Scorecard specifications as a guide to reducing 

waste 

· use the Sustainable Design Scorecard specifications as a guide to choosing 

sustainable materials  

·  use the Sustainable Design Scorecard specifications as a guide to improving 

indoor environmental quality 

· use the Sustainable Design Scorecard specifications as a guide to ESD 

excellence 

Action   Develop processes and guidelines to assist in the delivery of these objectives 

 

Strategic Objectives 4 

In minor building refurbishments and during routine maintenance the objectives are to: 

· reduce greenhouse gas emissions as much as is practicable 

· reduce potable water usage in line with the ICLEI Water Campaign goals 

· contribute to the Regional Waste Management Plan goal of zero waste by 

2017 

· reduce the use of non-renewable resources 

· choose materials with low embodied energy 

· choose materials containing low levels of VOCs 



· choose energy efficient goods and appliances  

Action  Develop processes and guidelines to assist in the delivery of these objectives 

 

Responsibility 

The Infrastructure Project Management and Infrastructure Maintenance units will be 

responsible for the implementation of this Policy. The Infrastructure Strategy and Renewable 

Resources units will be responsible for review of the Policy and Sustainable Design Guide. All 

Directorates may be involved in building constructions at some time.   

 

Related Policies 

Community Plan 

Mornington Peninsula Shire Sustainability Framework, March 2003 

Sustainable Energy Policy 

 

Related Legislation 

Disability Discrimination Act 1992 

All relevant codes and regulations relating to buildings 
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Review 

This Policy shall take effect for one (1) year following Council approval and be subject to 

review not later than 30 June 2009. 


