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Welcome 
Welcome to the third edition of Nepean 
Ward News which contains a great ‘round 
up’  of capital works under way or about to 
be under way in Nepean Ward. 

Police Point is nearing the end of its current 
phase of development with the creation of 
respite care and ‘artist in resident’ cottages, 
signage, paths, and the recreation of the 
‘calling grounds’. 

At Sorrento, work to replace the old Tourist 
Information Centre and the George Street 
toilets will soon start. Replacement of the 
old Sorrento Seawall will commence in 
2016-17.  At the Eastern Sister construction 
on the seawalk revetment is anticipated to 
commence in late 2016-17. 

Rehabilitation works have finished at the 
Rye foreshore, and Council has consulted 
with the community about foreshore 
landscape plans. Work is underway to 
better integrate the town and foreshore, 
disability mapping has been completed, 
and construction will soon to start on the 
Point Nepean Road footpath in 2016/17. 

At Blairgowrie, landscaping plans are 
underway to strengthen the pedestrian 
connection from the shops through the 
reserve to the beach. 

We hope you enjoy reading more  
about these projects, and welcome  
your feedback.

Get in touch
Crs Rodgers and Fraser  
are available on any Tuesday 
for a chat with Nepean Ward 
residents and officers.

Call Councillor Support  
on 5950 1428 to make a time  
at the shire offices in Rosebud 
(90 Besgrove Street, Rosebud).

mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Crs Tim Rodgers and Hugh Fraser with Mechelle Cheers (Rye Community Alliance), 
Lee Fisicario (The Cups Estate) and Kathy and Rob McNaught (Boneo Park)

Eco Sewer Project
South East Water began a project two years ago to connect the 
last unsewered areas between Rye and Portsea. Connections in 
some areas of the ward have been given the option to connect to 
the system up to 16 years earlier than scheduled. Since the project 
began there has been a total of 1562 new connections 

which is approximately 30 per week. New technology developed 
by South East Water frees up the capacity in the existing sewage 
transfer system and the rollout of this initiative is the largest project 
of its type in Australia.  
To find out more please contact SEW on 1800 720 613.

2016-2017 highlights
The 2016-17 Annual Council Budget is due for adoption on 20 June. There are a number of projects proposed for Nepean Ward  
– see major project highlights below, or read the full budget online mornpen.vic.gov.au

Project  Total Cost (est.)  Proposed 16-17 
 council contribution

Sorrento Seawall  construction - $800k
 planning - $140k 

$30k

Tourist information centre and new public toilets at George Street  $900k $900k

Rye Movement and Place project (design phase) $100k

Upgrades to Rye Boat Ramp  $1.2m $600k

Point Nepean Road Footpath, Rye – Stage 1 Works (Canterbury Jetty Road)  $500k $500k

Completion of open space works at Police Point Shire Park $100k

Eastern Sister Headland Path  $2.1 – $2.4m $500k

Sorrento Football 
Club MacFarlan 
Reserve pavilion 
extension
Pictured L–R: Craig Humphries, Shire 
Manager Buildings and Facilities with Steve 
Caspar, Sorrento Football Club, and Cr 
Tim Rodgers, at the Sorrento Football Club 
settling the plans for the extensions to the 
MacFarlan Reserve pavilion extension.

Rye landfill  
to cease to  
receive landfill
Council has resolved that the Rye 
landfill ceases to receive landfill as 
of 30 June 2018. Residents will still 
be able to dispose of green waste, 
paint tins, cardboard (too large for 
the recycling bin), old chairs, etc, at 
the Rye site. 

A weekly recycling service during 
the summer holiday period 
across the whole of the Shire is to 
commence in December 2016.
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Recently completed infill footpath pavement 
on the corner of Hunt Avenue, Rye.

Restoration work underway on the Rye foreshore at the 
recently vacated site of the summer spectacular  
entertainment ‘Cathedral’ venue.

New footpath paving and seating, corner Hunt Avenue Rye.

Rejuvenation works to the Rye forshore – top dressing and 
reseeding, rollout turf and new drinking tap, drainage to the 
pier toilet block showers – cost $50,000.Works to construct new shade sails on Rye foreshore.

Rye
Road safety
The Shire is set to attract a share of $1 billion state government 
funding toward road safety improvements as it moves to 
become the first municipality in Australia to align itself with the 
TAC’s new Towards Zero campaign.

The Nepean Ward is no stranger to road fatalities with the 
Rye commercial area, Point Nepean Road being named as 
one of four locations that highlight a road safety risk in a high 
pedestrian area with four cyclists and five pedestrian casualties 
in the past five years.

The Shire is collaborating with the TAC, VicRoads and Victoria 
Police to demonstrate safe system principles and become the 
first Towards Zero municipality.

Melbourne Road, speed limit
An application to reduce the speed limit on Melbourne Road to 
70km/h zone is still pending with VicRoads.

Street renovations
Works have been recently completed as part of a streetscaping 
project along the shopping strip. The focus has been on 
refreshing and harmonising the street furniture including: the 
painting and colour matching of the bench seats and tree 
guards, general upkeep on existing street furniture and the 
trimming of plants and trees along the entire shopping strip. 

A new section of footpath has been created and two new bench 
seats have been added on the corner of Hunt Avenue and Point 
Nepean Road. New bollards, seats and dog tie-up hooks are 
soon to be installed along the strip and directional signs will be 
installed for the foreshore car parking areas opposite Lyons Street. 

The foreshore is also set to receive some maintenance with the 
showers, drinking fountain and pathways due for renovation. A 
recent community consultation meeting and site walk were held 
to identify and prioritise possible works to complement those 
already implemented and will completed this year.

Rye cool with shades 
Community group ‘Rye’s Up’ is installing shade sails at the Rye 
foreshore playground to provide additional shade for children 
and families enjoying this great outdoor space.
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Map gives residents in Rye access  
to healthy places and spaces 
A Rye Mobility Map will soon be available 
for the community to assist older 
residents, mobility scooter users, people 
with mobility aids, mothers with prams, 
and visitors plan ahead their journey 
around the town.

The map identifies the location of current, 
preferred paths of travel; and access 
features such as toilets, taxi-ranks,  
bus-stops, police station, community 
hubs and locality of scooter recharge 
points in Rye.

Nepean Ward Councillor Hugh Fraser 
said “These maps will enable scooter 
users and people with limited mobility to 
feel more confident about staying active 
and connected with their community. If 
you’re a scooter user, or if you’re thinking 
about getting a scooter, then, this  
map will be an invaluable tool for 
maintaining independence”.

Tim Rodgers, Nepean Ward Councillor 
said “it’s an important project which will 
promote safe access paths around Rye”.

Mornington Peninsula Shire has already 
developed Mobility Maps for Mornington, 
Rosebud, Hastings and Somerville;  
and also published a ‘Practical Guide 
to your Mobility Scooter Information 
Booklet’. These are available from  
Shire offices or the Shire website at: 
mornpen.vic.gov.au/scooters
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Bus Route 
788 Frankston - Portsea  
787 Sorrento - Safety Beach   
786 Rye - St Andrews Beach 
 Via Dromana, Rosebud,  
 Sorrento

Rye Pathways & Bus Routes

Rye township 
mapping 
Shoppers in Point Nepean Road Rye 
were recently treated to the rare sight of 
drones flying overhead! This was part of 
the detailed aerial mapping and surveying 
of the Rye township and foreshore. 
This is being undertaken by the Shire in 
planning the better integration of the Rye 
township with the foreshore, pier and 
beach and traffic, pedestrian and bicycle 
management along Point Nepean Road. 

 
Photographed with the drones are Shire 
Transport and Traffic Engineer Doug 
Bradbrook, Nepean Ward Cr Hugh 
Fraser and Alastair MacColl of Taylors 
Development Strategists.
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Sorrento
George Street, Sorrento
Detailed designs are being prepared 
for upgrading of public toilets and the 
tourist information centre on George 
Street. New, modern, self-cleaning 
toilets which are fully accessible are 
planned. The tourist information centre 
will open directly onto the street through 
a number of retractable glass walls. The 
proposed building and streetscape works 
will enhance the public spaces within 
Sorrento Village and will be pedestrian-
friendly whilst keeping with the coastal 
character and the heritage qualities of the 
area. Works will begin at Easter 2017.

Award of contract 
for Morce Avenue 
intersection
Large trucks will be encouraged to 
use Hotham Road instead of Ocean 
Beach Road as a new contract has 
been awarded to widen the intersection 

at Morce Avenue and George Street. 
The widening works will now enable 
semi-trailers to turn in and out of Morce 
Avenue and George Street, permitting an 
easier manoeuvre towards Hotham Road. 

Installation of an additional 21 timber 
bollards and garden bed works at the 
intersection of Ocean Beach Road and 

Old Melbourne Road roundabout is also 
included in the contract. 

Future streetscaping works at the 
Ocean Beach Road and George Street 
intersection is also planned to prevent 
the movement of large trucks through this 
space. Works will be completed by the 
end of June.

Artist’s impression.
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Sorrento
The Eastern Sisters 
Pathway project
A new footpath will provide a pedestrian 
link between Sullivan Bay and Camerons 
Bight and has been boosted by the issue 
of a planning permit for the development. 
This will enable construction works to 
commence during winter 2017.

The need to provide an alternative 
coastal access pathway is a result of 
a five lot subdivision of land known as 
the “The Sisters” at 3080 Point Nepean 
Road, Sorrento, in 2009.

The Eastern Sister headland site is 
situated at the northern end of Camerons 
Bight and the southern end of Sullivan 

Bay. At the top of the cliff is the Collins 
Settlement Historic site, Victoria’s first 
official settlement which dates back 
to 1803 and includes various graves, 
asphalt pathways, monuments and 
lookout structures. 

This project will see the construction of 
a 270 metre pathway and supporting 
rock wall along the Point Phillip shoreline 
around the Eastern Sister headland. 

It will also provide coastal protection from 
the energy of incoming waves. 

The toe of the Eastern Sister limestone 
cliffs has continued to gradually erode 
over many decades from the forces of 
wave action and human disturbance.

Sorrento Seawall
The proposed Sorrento seawall is 
another step closer with the Department 
of Environment, Land, Water and  
Planning (DELWP) putting a final  
design out to tender.

The current timber seawall, constructed 
more than 100 years ago, requires 
regular maintenance and is now  
starting to fail.   

DELWP has worked with community and 
the Shire to develop a design aimed 
at managing coastal erosion whilst 
improving the amenity of the foreshore 
reserve.

The new seawall will be abutted by a 
rock revetment at the northern end. The 
wall design will enhance access to the 
beach, provide seating areas with  
views at water’s edge.

The new design will provide 
environmental benefits, through better 
dissipation of wave energy, meaning 
less impact on the adjacent seabed and 
seagrass meadows.

A tender will be awarded soon with 
construction expected to start mid-2016. 

The project will be funded by DELWP’s 
Coastal Environments Program with  
a financial contribution towards the 
works from the Shire.

Following the construction of the seawall 
and in consultation with the community, 
Council will prepare a landscape plan 

for the integration of the wall into its 
contextual setting.  Viable timber and 
bollards from the existing seawall will be 
stored for recycling as elements in the 
future landscape works.

Artist’s impression.

Artist’s impression.

Artist’s impression.

A cross sectional view of the future 
Eastern Sisters Pathway Project.
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Blairgowrie
The Loop Footpath to 
Hughes Road
The Point Nepean Road footpath and 
access ramp will connect support 
mobility access and deliver path 
improvements to the foreshore area. 
Pedestrian safety will also be enhanced 
by providing physical separation 
between path users and motorists 
travelling along Point Nepean Road. The 
project will include the construction of a 
new footpath, concrete kerbs, pedestrian 
access ramp, an elevated boardwalk and 
other associated works. Hughes Road 
and Stringer Road works have already 
been completed. It is anticipated that 
works on the Olive Street pedestrian 
access ramp will commence in late June.

Plans for pedestrian access improvements.

Ongoing works at Police Point.

Portsea
Police Point Shire Park
Police Point Shire Park is being 
developed as a significant heritage 
landscape, recognising its cultural 
significance, its important historical 
development and its key role in the 
operation of Point Nepean Quarantine 
Reserve, in a way that is both accessible 
and enjoyable to the visiting public. 

A number of work packages are being 
undertaken to deliver on the Master Plan 
for Police Point Shire Park including 
installation of the Moonah walking trail, 
visitor car park, park pathways, coastal 
viewing point, interpretive panels, 
information signs and park furniture. 

Tree management and landscaping 
planting works are also being 

undertaken. The historic cottages and 
surrounds are being refurbished making 
them being available for community 
enjoyment and protecting their diverse 
heritage values.

Improvement works  
at the Blairgowrie 
shopping strip
The Shire proposes to undertake 
pedestrian access improvement 
works at the Blairgowrie Shopping 
Strip. The works will provide a safe 
crossing point for pedestrians and 
improved access from the disabled 
parking bays. The construction of 
kerb outstands and a raised platform 
will enable better access from the 
disabled bay.
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Marking the track at Collins Settlement
Exciting plans are being implemented 
for the creation of the 1803 
Collins settlement site walking 
track. Subdivision and residential 
development has impacted on the 
historic 1803 Collins settlement site. 
Although much of the site can be 
accessed by the well-established 
100km Mornington Peninsula Walk, 
there is no clear markers to indicate the 
extent of the area. 

As a way of creating continuity to the 
various points of interest and existing 
interpretive signage throughout the 

1.1km site, the Friends of Collins 
Settlement have proposed a project to 
install a series of guide posts through 
the precinct to enable visitors to explore 
the site as a whole and learn more of its 
historic value. 

The site extends from Camerons Bight 
Jetty to the boundary of the Sorrento 
Couta Boat Sailing Club, at which point 
it links with the Tuckey Track offering 
further exploration by following the 1803 
route forged by Tuckey to St Paul’s 
Lookout on Bass Strait.

As well as directional information, 
excerpts from the letters and diaries of 
the 1803 community will also feature 
on the posts, adding depth to the 
experience of the history of the site. 

The Friends are working in 
conjunction with the three land 
managers – Mornington Peninsula 
Shire, Parks Victoria and the White 
Cliffs to Camerons Bight Foreshore 
Committee of Management as well as 
representatives of the Friends of Tuckey 
Track and the Settlement Action Group.

Friends of Tuckey Track with Cr Hugh Fraser and CEO Carl Cowie on a recent walk on Tuckey Track.

Tuckey Track was 
established in 1803 
by Lt Tuckey at Lt 
Governor David Collins 
request to provide a 
connection between the 
new settlement of free 
settlers and convicts at 
Sullivan Bay Sorrento to 
a Bass Strait shipping 
lookout at St Paul’s.




