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Council Meeting 
Monday, 30 January, 2017 

Public Question Time – Written Responses 

 
 
“ The aim of public question time is to provide an opportunity for the public to ask 

general questions at Council Meetings requiring routine responses.  Questions are 
received without notice and are responded to without research or reference to Council 
records. 
 
Questions must be in writing, with the person submitting the question to be in the 
public gallery at the time.   
 
Questions which contain material that relates to specific people or properties will be 
summarised at the discretion of Council. 
 
Responses to public questions answered at the meeting, will be general in nature, 
provided in good faith and should not exceed two minutes.  These responses will be 
summarised in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
Questions requiring research or a detailed reply will be provided a written response as 
soon as possible following the meeting from the nominated officer.  These written 
responses will be collated for each meeting and available via the Shire’s website. 
 
This segment does not substitute for appeal or other formal business procedures with 
the Council.” 
 

 New Jetty at Sullivan Bay Foreshore 
 
Ms. Margaret Mather, a resident of Sorrento, asked the following questions: … “The 
new jetty that R. Shelmadine (Sullivan Bay Foreshore) has built, prevents the public 
from accessing the beach on the other side of this new jetty.  Why, if he has had a 
permit, it is lower than the other jetties and what will happen when the coastal walk 
from Camerons Bight is blocked at his jetty, therefore blocking public access on the 
walk?” 
 
and 
 
“The new jetty that R. Shelmadine (Sullivan Bay Foreshore) has built is significantly 
larger and longer than the earlier structure.  How long does a permit last before it 
becomes obsolete?” 
 
A subsequent written response to the above question was provided by 
Mr. David Bergin, Executive Manager – Planning Services, as follows: 

 
“ Thank you for your public question at the Council meeting on 30 January, 2017, 

regarding the construction of a jetty at the rear of 3082 Point Nepean Road, Sorrento.” 
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• New Jetty at Sullivan Bay Foreshore 
 
“ I can inform you that a planning permit was issued for the construction of the jetty on 

22 July, 2016, reference P16/1254.  Our compliance team has inspected the site and I 
can confirm that the construction of the jetty is in accordance with Planning Permit 
P16/1254. 

 
 The Shire has also reviewed the file for this permit and confirm that the permit was 

considered and granted in accordance with proper statutory process.  Accordingly, the 
Shire has no cause to require the property owner/jetty licensee to amend the permit or 
alter the construction of the jetty. 

 
 Whilst we do appreciate your concern regarding access to the foreshore, as raised in 

your public question, the applicant obtained the consent of the public land manager 
(the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP)) for the jetty 
development, who is ultimately responsible for development of this foreshore. 

 
Based on the above, the Shire is unable to revoke the planning permit or require an 
alteration to the jetty construction.  In some circumstances there are avenues available 
to pursue a dispute of an existing planning approval and should this be your wish, you 
would need to seek your own advice on this. 

 
 I hope that this has responded to your public question regarding the process and 

Council’s role in administering planning permits.” 
 

 


