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Council Meeting 
Monday, 27 March, 2017 

Public Question Time – Written Responses 

 
 
“ The aim of public question time is to provide an opportunity for the public to ask 

general questions at Council Meetings requiring routine responses.  Questions are 
received without notice and are responded to without research or reference to Council 
records. 
 
Questions must be in writing, with the person submitting the question to be in the 
public gallery at the time.   
 
Questions which contain material that relates to specific people or properties will be 
summarised at the discretion of Council. 
 
Responses to public questions answered at the meeting, will be general in nature, 
provided in good faith and should not exceed two minutes.  These responses will be 
summarised in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
Questions requiring research or a detailed reply will be provided a written response as 
soon as possible following the meeting from the nominated officer.  These written 
responses will be collated for each meeting and available via the Shire’s website. 
 
This segment does not substitute for appeal or other formal business procedures with 
the Council.” 
 

 Wallaroo Tree Reserve 
 

Mr. Fred Crump, a resident of Mornington, asked the following question: … “What 
portion or percentage from the $60,000 grant given to the Shire by The Hon. Daniel 
Mulino MP, State Member for Eastern Victoria, will be used to eliminate graffiti 
including repairs to residents’ fence lines abutting the Wallaroo Tree Reserve in West 
Park Hastings, that was initially instigated by the former Cerberus Ward Councillor 
David Garnock?” 
 
A subsequent written response to the above question was provided by 
Mr. Carl Cowie, Chief Executive Officer, as follows: 

 
“ Thank you for your question to the Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Council meeting on 

Monday 27 March, 2017 regarding the use of grant funding to remove graffiti and 
repair the fencing abutting the Wallaroo Tree Reserve. I can confirm that the Shire is 
implementing a series of improvements at Wallaroo to substantially upgrade the 
amenity of the reserve, improve safety, promote the use of the reserve and remove the 
graffiti on the boundary fencing. 

 
 The Shire has received two grants to improve the reserve. The first is a Federal 

Government Grant of $50,000 to install 10 Safety Barriers at each of the entrances to 
the reserve and surrounding public areas.” 
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 Wallaroo Tree Reserve   (Cont’d) 
 
“ The second is a grant through the State Government’s Growing Suburbs Fund of 

$50,000 for: 
 

 The installation of landscaped areas that include mounding, extensive native 
planting as well as featured tree planting, screens, gabions, pockets of seeding 
areas; and 

 The installation of ‘Totem Poles’  
 
 The Shire is also contributing $44,000 through the 2016 Capital Works Program to 

improve the use of the reserve, including: 
 

 A series of art classes; 
 Masterplan for place making areas of the Wallaroo Reserve that will identify 

landscaped areas and additional architecture; 
 An interactive activity; and  
 A number of themed murals. 

 
 The removal of graffiti is part of an ongoing program to discourage graffiti in our 

communities. The remedial work of painting over the graffiti is considered to be an 
effective approach to discourage further tagging and graffiti. The graffiti clean-up work 
is being undertaken by the Community Correctional Services Program, which uses the 
labour of persons sentenced through the Magistrates Court to a penalty of ‘Community 
Service’ hours. The Mornington Peninsula Shire works with the Community 
Correctional Services Program to identify sites for remediation. Each work crew of up 
to 10 persons works an 8 hour shift each Sunday at the Mornington Peninsula sites. 
The Shire contributes the cost of the paint and equipment. 

 
 Wallaroo Tree Reserve in Hastings was treated in February 2017.  
 
 Damage to resident fencing is not addressed in any of these programs. The cost of 

repair or replacement is shared if the Shire has a significant building on the site, 
adjacent to the damaged fence, otherwise fence repairs are a cost to the resident. 

 
 Should you have any further questions on the allocation of grant funding please 

contact the Shire’s Infrastructure Project Management Team on 5950 1000.” 
 


