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Council Meeting 
Tuesday, 23 May, 2017 

Public Question Time – Written Responses 

 
 
“ The aim of public question time is to provide an opportunity for the public to ask 

general questions at Council Meetings requiring routine responses.  Questions are 
received without notice and are responded to without research or reference to Council 
records. 
 
Questions must be in writing, with the person submitting the question to be in the 
public gallery at the time.   
 
Questions which contain material that relates to specific people or properties will be 
summarised at the discretion of Council. 
 
Responses to public questions answered at the meeting, will be general in nature, 
provided in good faith and should not exceed two minutes.  These responses will be 
summarised in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
Questions requiring research or a detailed reply will be provided a written response as 
soon as possible following the meeting from the nominated officer.  These written 
responses will be collated for each meeting and available via the Shire’s website. 
 
This segment does not substitute for appeal or other formal business procedures with 
the Council.” 
 

 Narambi Reserve Budget Funding 
 

Mr. Frederick Crump, a resident of Mornington, asked the following question: … “How 
much will be spent on the Narambi Reserve in Tanti Park in the 2017/2018 Budget?” 
 
A subsequent written response to the above question was provided by 
Mr. Bulent Oz, Financial Controller, as follows: 

 
“ I refer to your Public Question Time form submitted to Council at its meeting on 

23 May, 2017. 
 

The proposed budget includes an allocation of $40,000 (project 501) to commence the 
design work for a sporting field at Narambi Reserve in order to address the sporting 
capacity requirements of the area.” 
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 Eunice Cain Commemorative Plaque 
 

Mr. Malcolm Campbell, a resident of Rosebud, asked the following question: … 
“Eunice Cain was a co-founder of Friends of Rosebud Beach and Foreshore, and right 
up to her death, was a tireless advocate and worker with this group.  Could we please 
have a commemorative plaque placed in Cassuarina Park playground, in recognition 
of her fundraising for the amenities in this park, and her hard work in maintaining it?” 
 
A subsequent written response to the above question was provided by 
Ms. Nadine Hudson, Senior Governance Officer, as follows: 
 

“ I refer to your public question from the Council Meeting held on 23 May, 2017 
regarding your request to commemorate Eunice Cain with a plaque installed at 
Cassuarina Park playground.  The question has been referred to me as the 
appropriate officer for response.  

 
The Shire currently does not have a Public Memorials and Plaques Policy however 
officers are in the process of consulting with Councillors in order to develop a draft 
Public Memorials and Plaques Policy. 

 
Requests for commemorative plaques such as the one detailed in your public question 
are proposed to be considered within the framework of such a policy once formally 
adopted by Council. 

 
It is suggested that an approval process for requests of this nature will be assessed 
against a number of criteria by a panel. 

 
Thank you for taking the time to submit your question to Council.  However, in the 
absence of a policy, your request is unable to be considered at this point in time. 

 
It is proposed to make contact with you once a policy has been approved by Council 
so that you may consider making formal application against the criteria adopted.” 
 

 Public Liability Insurance Charges for Not For Profit Groups 
 

Ms. Margaret Wilson, a resident of McCrae, asked the following question: … “What 
was the rationale behind the decision to change the protocol for booking library 
community meeting rooms imposing unwarranted hire fees and public liability 
insurance charges; and will the decision to impose these fire fees and insurance 
charges on not-for-profit community groups be reversed?” 

 
A subsequent written response to the above question was provided by 
Mr. Robin Adams, Director Communities, as follows: 
 

“ Thank you for your question at a recent question at a Council meeting on 23 May 
2017. 
 
The initial response to your question is that the fees that are to be initiated on 1 July 
will standardise the cost of booking across the peninsula to all similar size rooms or 
halls.  In the past there was a range of rates charged, some of which were not in 
accordance with the schedule of fees set by Council.  The changes will stop these 
anomalies and provide consistency and fairness to all community hirers.”   
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 Public Liability Insurance Charges for Not For Profit Groups   (Cont’d) 
 

“ You will no doubt also be pleased to know that as a result of your, and other similar 
enquiries, Council has asked that a full report be provided outlining the fee structure 
and also how the insurance levee is initiated. 
 
With this information Council will then be in a position to confirm or vary the schedule 
of fees, including requirement for an insurance levee. 
 
It is expected that the report will be provided to Council as a part of the 1st quarter 
review in September.  If there is a variation to the fees schedule you will be advised 
and any future fees charged amended. 
 
You can therefore look forward to an update on this matter once Council has had an 
opportunity to consider this report.” 
 
 


