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Lot A Inventory

Lot A

Name: Lot A Address: rear of properties at 49-65 Rosserdale Crescent

System:
Originally intended as a foreshore reserve for the adjoining properties, for general recreation (passive), private/public
use, providing important views of the bay and dramatic coastal site. Reduced in size at an early date by transfer to 2-4 
Canadian Bay Rd. Since subdivided into a series of private ownerships. At its north-west end, it intersects with
the pedestrian beach access pathway, leading from RosserdaleCrescent to Ranelagh Beach
(access is difficult, visually and physically discouraged by a Council erected fence and plantings on private property.

Description:
land of Lot A occupies a dramatic coastal part of the Estate, elevated, abutting a strip of Crown foreshore land. It

enjoys spectacular views of the bay, from the headland, and Ranelagh Beach and bathing boxes. It is sheltered by coastal
scrub at the cliff’s edge. character of the reserve is varied, reflecting piecemeal management by each adjoining
resident/owner under a Section 173 agreement. Some, No. 49 for example, consist of a formal buffalo lawn and clipped
hedge (native – Westringiasp.). Some others evidence some re-vegetation activities. A high proportion of weeds exist
throughout. ere are stands of mature pines which may have been part of early estate plantings, or self sown, however
they contribute to the character of Lot A.

Cultural / natural features:
Several deposits of midden material at the cliff edge of the Coastal Foreshore Reserve.

are also a number of mature Monterey Pine trees (Pinus radiata), mal-formed due to wind exposure and age, or
pruned. Early aerial photographs suggest that some of these trees were planted prior to the formation of Ranelagh
Estate, planted as a hedge or windbreak to Nyora cottage. (Others that are less mature may be self sown or planted
later.) mature trees are located at the rear of 55, 59, and 57 Rosserdale Cr. A further two mature pines have been
removed. (One was felled by wind and the other removed due to wasp damage.)

intersection of Lot A with the public beach access pathway formerly provided a viewing spot, down towards
Ranelagh Beach and beach huts. s view is included in early promotional material for the estate.

Existing access:
Public access to Lot A is no longer available, however it can be seen from the adjoining properties and the coastal
foreshore reserve. Its intersection with the public beach access pathway suggests an original intention for public
accessibility. (Because of a lack of clarity in the best available copy of the original plan at the Bay end of the estate, a
monotone slide held by the National Library of Australia, Nicholls Collection145, it is not possible to confirm this either
way.) is a sense of entering private land when walking on the adjacent foreshore reserve.
Lot A may formerly have contributed to the open space system by providing a pedestrian link between the beach access

and Canadian Bay Road.
Lot A provides views of the bay, of aesthetic value significance. From the northwest end of the public access way
(adjacent to No. 49), beyond the Council constructed fence, is an ‘iconic’ view to the west down to Ranelagh Beach
and row of bathing boxes.

Existing maintenance:
In 1996, a 9-lot subdivision was created and each lot purchased from the Ranelagh Club by each adjoining owner,
transferring maintenance responsibility to each individual owner. Section 173 agreement requires each owner to
maintain their section of Lot A, including planting appropriate vegetation that enhances the coastline. is is being
undertaken with varying degrees of effort and success. A number of persistent weeds complicate the maintenance
efforts.

Residents’ concerns:
Lack of management guidelines to assist management of coastal strip, and against which to measure actions. Some lack
of compliance with Section 173 agreement. Lack of awareness of how to conserve and manage coastal land. is an
expectation from Heritage Victoria that Council will enforce the Section 173 agreement in order to protect the heritage
values of the reserve (RAG issues paper).

145 Pers. comm., RAG, February 2008.
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Lot A 

Issues:
Weeds.
Access to views of Lot A from the Coastal Foreshore Reserve. 
Protection of cultural features such as midden material at the cliff edge of the Coastal Foreshore Reserve. 
Formal landscaping inconsistent with the natural landscape character.  
Zoning—Special Uses zone. 

Role/significance:
For the evidence the reserves provide of the garden suburb principles and values, which incorporated spaces for active 
and passive recreation into the estate planning for use by the community and as part of a larger pedestrian open space 
system. �e reserves have aesthetic significance as elements  of the natural landscape (dramatic coastal site) that the 
Griffin plan responded to and incorporated and that the Griffins’ espoused as part of their conservation ethos. �ese 
elements have a bearing on the aesthetic qualities of the estate today and reflect the visual and spatial interplay of public 
and private spaces indicated on the original subdivision plan. 

Management policy:

Use: Maintain and enhance use for passive recreation and in accordance with conditions of the section 173 agreement. 

Access: Improve amenity for pedestrians walking through the foreshore coastal reserve. Investigate options for 
improving access at the northwest end (Ranelagh Beach end). �is should include removal or relocation of existing 
fence and visual barriers. Explore options for renegotiating the reinstatement of public access to Lot A in future. 
Erosion issues should be taken into consideration when improving access, as should the privacy of residents. 

Landscape character: Retain and enhance natural landscape character. Conserve exotic vegetation which has
cultural significance. Improve amenity for users and owners of adjacent lots. 

Vegetation: Planting could improve privacy for adjoining owners, for users of the foreshore coastal reserve and to 
define pathways through the reserve. Avoid solid fences. Regenerate around existing indigenous vegetation, remove 
weeds, and, where planting is needed, encourage the use of indigenous coastal vegetation. Avoid species that block 
views.

Natural features: Retain natural site contours. Protect coastal landform from erosion.  

Cultural features: Undertake appropriate measures to research, document and conserve midden deposits. Members of 
the Boonwurrung people should be informed of the midden deposits and involved in their research, documentation 
and conservation. Retain mature Monterey Cypress as evidence of pastoral era plantings. Replace mature Monterey 
Pines removed from Lot A, where there is sufficient evidence to reproduce their earlier location. Retain and enhance 
views of the bay and to Ranelagh Beach and bathing boxes from Lot A. 

Priorities for action:
1. Rezone to ensure the qualities of this reserve are protected. 
2. Develop management guidelines for residents in adjacent allotments. Guidelines should include a list of appropriate 
vegetation species indigenous to the coastal site, and which would retain views. Guidelines are also required for the 
removal and management of weeds.
3. Investigate options for reinstating public access to and views from the foreshore coastal reserve and Lot A. 
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Design plan prepared for Ranelagh Estate in 1924 by 
Walter Burley Griffin, Marion Mahony Griffin and 
surveyor Saxil Tuxen (detail), showing Lot A (top) and 
Lot E. 

View towards Ranelagh Beach and bathing boxes from 
Lot A.  

 

Mature Monterey Pines at the rear of 59 Rosserdale Cr., 
within Lot A. Possible remnants of a former boundary 
planting or windbreak, associated with ‘Nyora’. 

Mature Monterey Pines at the rear of 57 Rosserdale Cr., 
within Lot A. Possible remnants of a former boundary 
planting or windbreak, associated with ‘Nyora’. 
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