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J.T. Smith Reserve Inventory, and Village Green 

J.T. Smith Reserve 

Name: J. T. Smith Reserve Address: bounded by Ranelagh Drive, and Wimbledon 
Avenue 

System:  
J T Smith reserve is a large traffic island, shown in the design and subdivision plans as a circle, at the entrance to 
Ranelagh Estate. It also serves as a pedestrian thoroughfare and seats suggest it is used  as a place to stop and pause. The 
Village Green is shown on the 1924 design plan as a circular traffic island; it is now an irregularly-shaped park just 
outside the estate entrance. 

Description:  
The J.T. Smith reserve has undergone relatively recent revegetation works and may include remnant vegetation—aerial 
photographs from both 1957 and 1971 show the area of the J.T. Smith Reserve uncleared, with reasonably dense 
vegetation cover, consistent with dry schlerophyll open forest vegetation type of the mid slopes of the Ranelagh Estate 
(and central portion of the Mornington Peninsula).  
There is a feeling of enclosure within the reserve, created by the twisted trunks and coastal form and canopy of the 
mature trees—Coast Tea-tree (Leptospermum laevigatum) and Swamp Gum (Eucalyptus ovata), with an understorey of 
wallaby grass and other native grasses. A row of mature Tuart trees (Eucalyptus gomphocephala) defines the Ranelagh 
Drive edge (north curving fork).  
The reserve/traffic island is triangular in shape with concave curved edges reflecting the curves of the surrounding 
streets, although cadastral plans/boundaries and the original subdivision plan show it as circular. The ‘points’ of the 
triangle are divided off by roads forming separate ‘islands’.  
The car parking along the south fork of Ranelagh Drive is not shown in the original subdivision plan. 
The Village Green has some Australian native and exotic vegetation surrounding an open paved area which has in the 
past served as a place for Anzac Day ceremonies. Like JT Smith reserve, it serves as a pedestrian thoroughfare and 
seats suggest it is used  as a place to stop and pause. It has the character of a small, semi-formal urban park, 
not a natural reserve. 
Cultural features:  
Stone monument / memorial plaque set in stone, which states: 

This memorial was erected in 1973 / to honour John Thomas Smith 1816-1879 / the first settler on this land which he / 
purchased in 1854. He built a cottage / and later a homestead. The bricks in / the panel beside this plaque are from / the 
original cottage. He was seven times / Mayor of Melbourne between 1851 and 1864. 

Seats, pathways, Tuart trees along north fork of Ranelagh Drive (both sides). 

Existing access:  
Generally accessible, as pedestrian thoroughfare.  

Existing maintenance:  
Residents surrounding the J.T. Smith reserve undertake regular maintenance in conjunction with the Council’s 
contractor.  
The other related traffic islands, including the Village Green, are maintained by the Council. 

Residents’ concerns:  
During peak shopping times the J.T. Smith reserve is often used for overflow parking as it is close to the shopping 
precinct and has little or no barriers preventing vehicles from driving onto this reserve. (RAG Issues Paper, February 
2007) 
Overhanging vegetation at edges of reserve obscuring visibility (for drivers). 

Issues and concerns:  
Zoning—Special Use zone. 
Is the J.T. Smith the best place for interpretation of the estate’s history? (Is it a natural stopping point, gathering place?) 

Role/significance:  
As evidence of the garden suburb principles and values, which incorporated venues for active and passive recreation, 
gathering and social interaction into the estate planning for use by the community and as part of a larger pedestrian 
open space system. The traffic islands have aesthetic significance as elements of the natural landscape that the Griffins’ 
plan responded to and incorporated and that the Griffins’ espoused as part of their conservation ethos. These elements 
have a bearing on the aesthetic qualities of the estate today and reflect the visual and spatial interplay of public and 
private spaces indicated on the original subdivision plan. 
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J.T. Smith Reserve 

The remnant vegetation is individually significant. 

The Village Green appears to have been the point from which the Griffin’s set out the geometry of their plan for 
Ranelagh—refer Figure 3.2 

Management policy: 

Use: Conserve and maintain use for passive recreation and social interaction and views. 

Access: Maintain and enhance amenity for pedestrians walking through and driving past the reserve. 

Landscape character: Conserve and maintain overall landscape character of a natural landscape, with the appearance of 
remnant dry schlerophyll open forest vegetation type of the mid slopes of the Ranelagh Estate. Improve the landscaping 
of the Village Green. 

Vegetation: Planting density should be maintained to conserve screening effect of the J.T. Smith Reserve, which 
visually and spatially separates the commercial and residential zones. Planting could be used to further define pathways 
through the reserve. Regenerate around existing indigenous vegetation. Where planting is needed, use species consistent 
with the dry schlerophyll open forest vegetation type of the mid slopes of the Ranelagh Estate (and central portion of 
the Mornington Peninsula). 

Natural features: Conserve and maintain natural landscape and remnant vegetation. 

Cultural features: Conserve and maintain Tuart trees along Ranelagh Drive (north curve). Remove when dangerous or 
dying and replace with the same species. Conserve and maintain the stone memorial. Install interpretive plaques or 
signage to identify that JT Smith reserve and the Village Green represent the entrance to Ranelagh. 

Priorities for action: 
1. Rezone to ensure the qualities of JT Smith reserve are protected. 
2. Investigate and implement unobtrusive153 options for preventing vehicles entering the traffic island. 
3. Explore options for removing the car park and extending the south edge of the reserve, reinstating indigenous 
vegetation and parkland in place of existing car parking. 

 

                                                      

153 Unobtrusive means elements which will not physically or visually interfere with the significant 
landscape character of the J.T. Smith Reserve.  
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Design plan prepared for Ranelagh Estate in 1924 by 
Walter Burley Griffin, Marion Mahony Griffin and 
surveyor Saxil Tuxen (detail), shows the J.T. Smith 
reserve (large circle to the left) and Village Green (small 
circle to the right). 

Pedestrian pathways wind through the J.T. Smith 
reserve, linking Wimbledon Avenue and the 
commercial centre, Mount Eliza shops.  

  

Natural landscape character predominates in the J.T. 
Smith reserve.  

Memorial to J.T. Smith, erected in 1973. The inset 
bricks are noted as being from the former Nyora 
cottage.  
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