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Lot F Inventory 

Lot F 

Name: Lot F (Howard Parker Reserve) Address: Canadian Bay Road; properties fronting 
Wimbledon Avenue, Ranelagh Drive and Camborne 
Avenue enclose the remaining 3 sides. 

System:  
Recreation reserve, for public use for active but also passive recreation and community gathering place. 

Description:  
The reserve houses a range of community facilities: Community Centre (1980, winner of RAIA award); The Village 
Neighbourhood Centre; the Senior Citizens Centre; War Memorial and Heritage Garden; a playground; oval; tennis 
courts; netball courts; bowling greens; car parking (sealed surface); and various storage sheds and shelters. The reserve is 
open to Canadian Bay Road and linked to the commercial precinct by a pathway—from the Village Green—and 
driveway off Ranelagh Drive, which provides vehicular access to the rear of the shops, neighbourhood centre (runs 
alongside the original Childcare Centre on Ranelagh Drive). Vehicular and pedestrian access to the tennis club and oval 
is also provided off Wimbledon Avenue, through 55 Wimbledon Avenue (residential allotment) originally purchased 
by the Ranelagh Club for this purpose and now owned by Council. Fences are predominantly non-transparent, with 
some ancillary buildings within private properties constructed on rear property boundaries emphasising the solid 
boundary. Ti-tree and melaleuca provide some screening of solid fences to properties fronting Camborne Av. 

Vegetation is a mixture of some prominent native trees: eucalypts, including Tuart trees planted in a row on south side 
of the oval, ti tree scrub and Radiata Pine trees, Prunus sp., Brush Box, Casuarina, set in lawn, creating a character of 
native trees in parkland. There is no formal landscaping in the area in front of the Community Centre being mostly 
mown grass, and sparsely vegetated with introduced and native (non indigenous) trees. Mature trees in rear gardens of 
houses on Wimbledon Avenue contribute to the treed perimeter and overall landscape character of the Lot F Howard 
Parker reserve [trees overhang and/or visible in borrowed views to mature Golden Cypress, Monterey Cypress, oaks and 
mature eucalypts].  

Cultural features:  
The Community Centre (c. 1986), architects Whitford and Peck  
2006 Mount Eliza Heritage and Memorial Garden, which includes a Lone Pine and commemorative plaque for the 
40th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan. Plaques are set in granite block stone wall.  
Active recreational use. 

Existing access:  
General public access to most external areas, with the exception of membership restricted areas of the tennis and 
bowling clubs. 

Existing maintenance:  
This reserve is owned and maintained by Council. It is generally well maintained with recent indigenous plantings 
replacing trees removed due to age or storm damage. The garden beds lining the driveway entry to the Senior Citizens 
Centre are gardened/managed by the Senior Citizens community (using a mixture of introduced shrubs and natives) 

Residents’ concerns:  
‘Any management plans will need to consider the close commercial activity with the concept of retaining the 
“community bushland” atmosphere of this reserve’ (RAG Issues Paper) 

Issues and concerns:  
Zoning—Special Use zone. 

Role/significance:  
As evidence of the garden suburb principles and values, which incorporated venues for active and passive recreation, 
gathering and social interaction into the estate planning for use by the community and as part of a larger pedestrian 
open space system. The reserves have aesthetic significance as elements of the natural landscape that the Griffins’ plan 
responded to and incorporated and that the Griffins’ espoused as part of their conservation ethos. These elements have 
a bearing on the aesthetic qualities of the estate today and reflect the visual and spatial interplay of public and private 
spaces indicated on the original subdivision plan. 
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Lot F 

Management policy: 

Use: Conserve and maintain use of the reserve for active and passive recreation and social interaction. Maintain social 
venues. Maintain commercial activity within existing lots along Ranelagh Drive (19-35). Activities that would conflict 
with the overall landscape character of the reserve and its general use for community, recreational and social venues 
would not be appropriate. 

Access: Maintain public access. 

Landscape character: Retain overall landscape character of the reserve of native trees in parkland. Improve amenity for 
users and neighbours. 

Vegetation: Planting could improve privacy for adjoining residents and provide screening of solid fences. Avoid solid 
fences. Regenerate around existing indigenous vegetation. Where planting is needed, encourage the use of indigenous 
vegetation consistent with dry schlerophyll open forest vegetation type of the mid slopes of the Ranelagh Estate (and 
central portion of the Mornington Peninsula). Remove weeds and introduced species identified as pest plants by 
MPSC.  

Cultural features: Conserve and maintain the Community Centre and memorial. Conserve and maintain introduced 
native trees and overall landscape character of native trees in parkland. Prune or remove trees/limbs when dangerous or 
dying and replace species like with like. 

Priorities for action: 
1. Rezone to ensure the qualities of this reserve are protected.  
2. Remove dead or fallen trees/branches. 
3. Assess Community Centre for possible inclusion on the Heritage Overlay or VHR or other suitable register. 
4. Encourage plantings to screen existing solid fences or to provide or improve privacy for adjoining residents.  
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Design plan of Ranelagh Estate in 1924 by the 
Griffins with surveyor Saxil Tuxen, (detail) 
showing Lot F (centre). 

Mature trees in the gardens of adjoining properties contribute to the 
landscape character of Lot F. Predominant fence style is solid, paling, 
unscreened by planting. 

  
Entrance to Senior Citizens Centre (gardens managed by 
members) 

Predominant landscape character is indigenous, native 
and mature introduced trees in parkland.  

  
Mount Eliza Community Centre, designed by Whitford 
& Peck Pty Ltd, in 1980. A Royal Australian Institute of 
Architects (Victorian Chapter) Awards ’08 winner in 
‘Category A Buildings’ (new buildings).150 

Active recreation facilities within Lot F—basket ball 
courts, with tennis courts (Mount Eliza Tennis Club) in 
the background. 

                                                      

150 Architect, December 1980, p. 14. 
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