
Compact of Mayors: EOI for Select 
Australian Councils 
 
Local government in Australia has a history of climate action. Indeed, the largest and most successful 
council climate change program in Australia, if not the world, was ICLEI Oceania’s Cities for Climate 
Protection program which grew to a peak in 2008 when 240 councils across Australia were 
participating in the program, representing 84 per cent of the population. 
 
As we head towards another United Nations Conference on Climate Change or “Conference of the 
Parties” (COP 21) in Paris in December 2015, it is councils again who are taking up the challenge and 
leading the way on climate action. 
 
ICLEI Oceania are seeking 3 leading 
Australian councils to join a “fast-track” 
process to join the Compact of Mayors, a global 
coalition of the world’s leading councils, mayors and 
city leaders committed to ambitious and transparent 
climate action, in the lead up to COP21. 

 

 
The Compact of Mayors is a global coalition of mayors and city officials committing to reduce local 
greenhouse gas emissions, enhance resilience to climate change and track their progress publicly. It is 
an agreement by councils to fight climate change in a consistent and complimentary manner to 
national efforts. 
 
The Compact of Mayors builds on the ongoing efforts of councils that increasingly set ambitious, 
voluntary city climate commitments or targets for greenhouse gas emissions reduction and to address 
climate risk; report on progress towards achieving those targets by meeting robust, rigorous and 
consistent reporting standards; and make that information publically available by reporting through a 
recognized platform. 
 
 

This is Big 
 
Last September, C40, ICLEI and UCLG launched the Compact of Mayors at the UN Climate Summit, 
in partnership with UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, his Special Envoy for Cities and Climate 
Change, Michael R. Bloomberg and UN-Habitat. The Compact of Mayors is already being supported 
by The Climate Group, the World Bank, the World Resources Institute (WRI) and dozens of councils 
from around the world have joined, from Adelaide to Auckland, Melbourne to Mexico City, New 
York to London and everything in between1.  
 

 

107 cities, representing 188,906,143 people 
worldwide and 2.6% of the total global population, 
have committed to the Compact of Mayors. Indeed, 
the Compact of Mayors is the world’s largest 
cooperative effort among councils and 
mayors to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
track progress, and prepare for the impacts 
of climate change. 

 

 
 

1 See latest list of cities at http://www.compactofmayors.org/cities/ and full list of partners at 
http://www.compactofmayors.org/who-we-are/  
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Benefits of Joining 

Benefits for councils that join the Compact of Mayors include: 
 
• New and widespread recognition of innovative and impactful council action already underway 
• A platform to demonstrate commitment to be part of the global solution 
• Consistent, standardized and reliable assessment of council impact and progress toward meeting 

commitments 
• Increased investor confidence and capital flows into cities 
• Mechanism for national governments to recognize and resource local commitments 
• The ability to demonstrate international leadership on climate action
 
 

Requirements 
 
Any Australian council can commit to the Compact of Mayors. You then have up to three years to 
meet a series of requirements and fully comply, culminating in the creation of a full climate action and 
adaptation plan. This is not about reinventing the wheel but about harnessing the collective impact of 
city action on the world stage. Indeed, many Australian councils have already completed some of the 
activities and can be compliant in fewer than three years. 
 
To be compliant a council must: 
 
1. Submit a GHG emission inventory  
2. Register a GHG reduction target within 2 years 
3. Submit a Climate Action Plan within 3 years. A climate action plan shows how a council will 

deliver on its commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
4. Report on both the current and future climate hazards that they face within the first year. 
5. Conduct a climate change risk and/or vulnerability assessment within two years. 
6. Develop a Climate Adaptation Plan within 3 years. 
 
 

EOI for Three Australian Councils to Begin Immediately  
 
Yep, immediately. ICLEI Oceania is seeking 3 councils to be involved in a fast-track the process. And 
by fast-track we mean we want compliance in less than 2 months. 
 
This invitation is only being sent to a select group of 
10 ICLEI members that we believe are Australian 
leaders, have the capacity and ability to become 
compliant (or are already close to being compliant) 
and can confidently demonstrate leadership on climate 
action on the world stage at COP21 in Paris in 
December 2015. 

 
  
To ensure that the Compact of Mayors has a strong advocacy position for Paris, the three selected 
Councils will have report data through Carbonn before 30th September 2015. We’re aware this is 
very tight timing but that’s the nature of working with such a large group of international stakeholders 
and councils from 50 different countries. ICLEI Oceania and Ironbark are available to assist with 
technical, compliance and reporting requirements to ensure that this is not too arduous for councils.  

Express your Interest 
 
Please contact ICLEI Oceania’s Alexi Lynch on 0407 381 344 or alexi.lynch@iclei.org to discuss 
involvement.  
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Compact of Mayors: FAQ 
There is a list of “Common Questions” and answers that can be found on the Compact of Mayors 
website at http://www.compactofmayors.org/resources/common-questions/. Below are FAQs more 
specific to the “fast-track” EOI process.  
 
We have our own emissions software and platforms. Do we have to use Carbonn? 
Yes. Carbonn is internationally recognised and has been agreed upon as the key platform by ICLEI, 
C40, and UCLG. This level of agreement is pretty rare and the Compact seeks to capitalise on this. 
However, using Carbonn does not mean you have to undertake an inventory again – it is more a 
central register to house your inventory.  
 
Does the inventory include community emissions? 
Yes, community emissions must be included. ICLEI Oceania are aware of the challenges in obtaining 
data around community emissions and will assist in navigating the use of the The Global Protocol for 
Community-scale GHG emissions (GPC), the new globally recognized standard for community scale 
emissions reporting which provides a robust and clear framework that builds on existing 
methodologies for calculating and reporting municipality-wide GHG emissions. 
 
Can we promote our involvement as one of the leading “fast-
track” councils?  
Yep. Even better, once a council commits to the Compact of Mayors, 
we will work with you to tell your story, including a press release 
announcing participation; media releases, commentary and interviews; a 
letter to share with mayors in your network; social media templates; 
and a city profile on the Compact of Mayors website 
(www.compactofmayors.org)/ In fact, councils will receive authorized 
“badges” to recognize each milestone for use in promotions. 
 

 

Does the Compact of Mayors only refer to mitigation actions? 
No. Adaptation is a key component of the Compact of Mayors as well. 
 
How do we become compliant for mitigation and adaptation?  
For mitigation, compliance means reporting that is sufficiently robust and rigorous to allow for 
reliable sectoral-level reporting of GHG emissions; consistent with the Global Protocol on 
Community-scale GHG Emissions (GPC) to allow for compliance monitoring without requiring third 
party verification or review. For adaptation, compliance means reporting on climate change 
adaptation commitments; plan(s) to reduce vulnerability or enhance resilience to climate change; and 
key relevant climate change stresses and shocks (hazards) the city is facing, based on 
an agreed risk framework. 
 
Is this just for big cities or capital cities? 
No. Councils of any size are invited to report to the Compact of Mayors. As the Compact of Mayors 
is international in scope, the term “city” is used to refer to geographically discernable subnational 
entities of any size, such as communities, townships, cities, and neighbourhoods. “City” is also used to 
indicate all levels of subnational jurisdiction as well as local government as legal entities of public 
administration. 
 
Do we have to keep reporting? 
Yes. For inventory updating and monitoring a complete updated inventory shall be required every 
four years, and the inventory year may be no more than four years prior to the reporting year. Over 
time, the Compact of Mayors would like councils to update their inventories on a more frequent / 
annual basis to improve monitoring and reporting of city-wide GHG emissions. 
 
Do we need overall emissions reductions targets? 
Not immediately, but with 2 years all councils must register a city-wide target to reduce local GHG 
reductions.  
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