
SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING POLICY – ACTION PLAN 

OUTCOME PROPOSED ACTION RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICER 

TIMEFRAME 

Social Housing target 

Council has set ten-year aspirational target to 
increase the MPS social and affordable housing 
sector to a minimum of 3% of the total housing 
stock by 2021.   

This equates to an increase of 146 social 
housing dwellings per year for next 10 years. 

 

 

The target will be monitored by an annual report provided to 
Council by the Triple A Housing Committee on the progress of 
meeting the social and affordable housing targets. 

 

Triple A Housing 
Committee 

 

Selection Criteria  

Development proposals should assist in meeting 
the documented housing needs for the particular 
area as outlined in a M.P. Housing Needs 
Statement with respect to both specific high 
needs target groups, income levels and housing 
types.   

Projects that include a portion of tenants who 
would qualify for public housing are considered 
to deliver a greater net community benefit. 

Council acknowledges is not always possible to 
make definitive recommendations on the social 
housing component in any development without 
reference to site specific considerations.  

 

The selection criteria will be determined by a social housing 
selection tool developed by Council and validated by the MPSC 
Triple A Housing Committee.  

 

Housing and 
Social Justice 
Officer 

  

Triple A Housing 
Committee 
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Advocacy to other levels of Government 

Given that the primary responsibility for social 
and affordable housing resides with the Federal 
and State Governments, advocacy is a critical 
component of Council support.  

-- 

An Advocacy Strategy will be developed. 

 

The primary focus for Council advocacy will be - 

• Advocating to the Federal and State Governments to use 
their lands for social and affordable housing provision 

• Advocating to the Federal Government to include a 
programmatic funding mechanism within National 
Affordable Housing Agreement for capital funding for social 
housing. 

• Advocating  to the State Government to legislate to include 
provisions for Inclusionary Zoning, requiring a percentage 
of social housing to be included in all new private 
developments; and/or make provision for imposing 
Development Levies under the Planning and Environment 
Act, as a means of facilitating improved affordable housing 
outcomes.   

• Advocating for an equitable share of Federal and State 
financial resources for the Mornington Peninsula 
specifically and social and affordable housing generally. 

 

 

Housing and 
Social Justice 
Officer 
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Land Use Planning 

While planning applications will be reviewed on 
a case by case basis, every effort will be made 
to ensure social housing will be integrated into 
the neighbourhood fabric.  

 

A strategy will be developed to assess the impact and benefit of 
land use planning opportunities to facilitate social and affordable 
housing.  This may consider: 

• Review of Township Plans and the Design and 
Development Overlays 

• Car Parking Requirementsi 
• Set back and height requirements  
• Site purchase and on-selling,  
• Ancillary Dwellings  
• Fast tracking social housing planning applications  
• Planning fee waivers for non profit Housing Association 

/Providers  
• Flexibility in relation to the provision of open space as 

allowed under the Subdivision Act. 
• Investigating means of reducing infrastructure connection 

costs. 

 

Housing and 
Social Justice 
Officer 

 

Manager 
Strategic Planning

 

Manager 
Statutory 
Planning 
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Referral and assessment of Council Land for 
Social and Affordable Housing 

Where Council land deemed excess or 
inappropriate for Council requirements satisfies 
the ‘location’ requirements as defined in Section 
6.2, MPSC will initiate a process of referral to 
the Director of Sustainable Communities for 
advice and comment prior to Council deciding 
on the sale of surplus land 

 

 

 

A Social Housing Assessment Tool has been developed to assist 
in evaluating the suitability of surplus land and/or property for use 
as social housing or affordable housing.  [See Attached]   

A strategy will be developed to guide the referral and assessment 
process. 

 

It is clear that not all Council land deemed excess and 
inappropriate will be suitable for social and affordable housing.  
For example –  

• Available Council land may be in locations that do not suit 
the establishment of affordable housing 

• Available Council land may be simply to valuable to make 
the ‘social housing equation’ work 

• Council land may be targeted for other purposes in terms 
of broader community benefit 

 

 

 

 

Housing and 
Social Justice 
Officer 

 

Manager Property 
and Valuations 
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Establishment of a Mornington Peninsula 
Social and Affordable Housing Trust 

 

Part of the Policy position is to consider sale at 
market rates, where a percentage of the sale  is 
returned to a social housing fund in the form of a 
MPS Social and Affordable Housing Trust, to be 
utilised for social housing development. 

 

 

 

A review of the practical issues in the establishment and operation 
of a MPS Social and Affordable Housing Trust will be undertaken. 

 

Housing and 
Social Justice 
Officer 
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Other opportunities to facilitate Social and 
Affordable Housing. 

 

Council recognises there are other means of 
attracting affordable housing on the Mornington 
Peninsula and will consider offering support to 
alternative affordable housing programs 

 

 

The following opportunities will be reviewed for functionality and 
effectiveness –  

 
• Discounted leasing arrangements of Council owned land 

on a long term lease term  
• Habitat for Humanity projects 
• Community ownership proposals (such as Cohousing or 

Community Land Trusts) 
• Shop Top Accommodation as part of private 

developments 
• Subsidised programs for private rental sector where 

Council’s financial support would be limited to private 
sector subsidy programs that have a life span of not less 
than 25 years). 

• Financial support for infrastructure costs. 

 

Housing and 
Social Justice 
Officer 
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SOCIAL & AFFORDABLE HOUSING ASSESSMENT TOOL 

   REFERRAL DATE  ………………………………………………. 

 
1. PROPERTY DETAILS 

 
Site/Property Address:  …………………………………………………………… 
Certificate of Title …………..Land No.  ………………Property No.  ………… 
Land Area:  …………………………………………………………………. 

                            YES   NO    NMI 
Is the topography of the site suitable for a social housing 
development bearing in mind some of the dwellings may be 
tenanted by older people and/or people with a disability? 

   

Would the site require extensive excavation work or service re-
location prior to development? 

   

Is the land/property owned by the Mornington Peninsula Shire     
Is the site/property surplus to Councils needs?    
If not surplus to Council needs what are the plans for this site?    
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
If not Council land, is the site for sale?   …………………………………… 
 

2. TOWN PLANNING 
                    YES   NO  NMI 

Is the site/property in a Residential Zone?    
Is the site suitable for medium density housing?      
Is the site/property subject to planning overlays?    
If yes provide details:   
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
List any possible impediments to the site being developed as social housing 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
3.  LOCATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 

  YES   NO   NMI 
Is the site/property within 1 km of nearest public transport stop?    
Is the site/property within 1.5 kms of a Shopping Centre?    
Is the site/property within 2 kms of closest medical services?    
Are their opportunities for recreational activities in the area?    
    

 
4. SOCIAL OUTCOMES / COMMUNITY BENEFITS 

  YES   NO   NMI 
Is there a high need for social and/or affordable housing in the 
immediate area?     Attach supporting information. 

   

Do you believe the community would benefit from a social 
housing development in this area?  
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5.   MARKET CONSIDERATIONS 
  YES   NO   NMI 

Is the location a low to medium real estate area comparative with 
MPS property values? 

   

Are private rents in this area low to medium comparative with 
MPS residential property rents? 

   

 
5.  CULTURAL HERTIGAGE 

  YES   NO   NMI 
Would a cultural heritage assessment be necessary for this site?     
Is the land identified as having cultural significance for traditional 
owners?  

   

 
6. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

  YES   NO   NMI 
Has the site been subject to an environmental assessment 
including vegetation?  

   

Are there any environmental factors that prohibit residential 
development of the site? 

   

 
7. OVERALL ASSESSMENT 

HIGH    MEDIUM   UNSUITABLE 
My rating of this site/property for a social &/or affordable 
housing site is:  
 

   

 
8. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Highly Recommend  
Suitable   
Possible  / Need more information  
Not suitable  
 
Name: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Position ___________________________   Date: _____________________ 
 
 
 
Document Review Date: 12 months of next general Council election to be held Nov. 
2012.  
                                                 
 

 


